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LETTER FROM THE 2012 BOARD PRESIDENT

Elizabeth S. Rogan, Board President
Wynnewood, Ward No. 7 

Paul A. McElhaney, Board Vice-President
Belmont Hills, Penn Valley and 
Bala Cynwyd, Ward No. 3

Jenny Brown, Esq. 
Gladwyne and Penn Valley,

Ward 2

Daniel S. Bernheim, Esq. 
Gladwyne, Merion Park and

Penn Valley, Ward 1

Paul A. McElhaney, Board VP 
Belmont Hills, Penn Valley and 

Bala Cynwyd, Ward 3

Philip S. Rosenzweig, Esq. 
Rosemont and Villanova, 

Ward 6

Cheryl B. Gelber, Esq. 
North Ardmore, Wynnewood and

Haverford, Ward 5

Steven K. Lindner 
Ardmore and Haverford, 

Ward 4

Elizabeth Rogan, 
Board President 

Wynnewood, Ward 7

V. Scott Zelov 
Bryn Mawr, Haverford and

Gladwyne, Ward 10

George T. Manos 
Bala Cynwyd, 

Ward 9

Lewis F. Gould, Jr., Esq. 
Bryn Mawr, Gladwyne and

Rosemont, Ward 11

Rick Churchill 
Penn Wynne and Wynnewood,

Ward 14

C. Brian McGuire 
Cynwyd and Merion Park,

Ward 13

Brian A. Gordon, Esq. 
Merion, 
Ward 12

Samuel T. Adenbaum**
Township Treasurer

Edward P. Pluciennik
Township Engineer

Gilbert P. High, Jr., Esq.
Township Solicitor

Kathleen Valentine*
Magisterial District Judge

Henry Schireson*
Magisterial District Judge

* Elected Officials - six year term    ** Elected Official - four year termPhotos by Alex Lowy Photography of Narberth, Sabra Photography of Narberth and Linda Walters Photography.

Karen Eisner Zucker*
Magisterial District Judge

Jane Dellheim 
South Wynnewood and 
East Ardmore, Ward 8

2012 Lower
Merion Township
Board of 
Commissioners
Lower Merion residents elect
the 14-member Board of
Commissioners who represent
citizens in the enactment of
policies and ordinances,
which govern the Township.
Every other year, seven
Commissioners are elected 
to serve a four-year term. 
The photos of the Board of
Commissioners included in
this Report are those who
were in office as of 
December 21, 2012.

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners and our Township staff, 
I am pleased to present our 2012 Annual Report.

Here you will find information about special dates for Township events and meetings; a detailed re-cap of projects and accomplishments; a listing of those who
served on Boards, Commissions and Committees in 2012; and reminders of your trash and recycling weeks.

I’m also delighted to report that 2012 was another exceptionally strong financial year for the Township, enabling another year, 2013, with no Township real estate tax
rate increases. Summary financial information for 2012 is included on pages 27 – 30 of this publication. The numbers there tell a story of strong management and a
workforce committed to finding ways to maintain excellent services and programs while also seeking opportunities to reduce costs.

Diligent work and consistency in 2012 resulted in a rewarding year all-around, and is paying dividends in 2013, too. Among our recent accomplishments was the
completion of two large capital improvement projects. In the Fall of 2012, our flagship Ludington Library in Bryn Mawr re-opened its doors with expanded and
beautifully remodeled space. Thousands poured in on the first day alone, and the building has been full ever since. And in the Spring of 2013, the second expansion and
renovation was completed, as the Bala Cynwyd Library was re-opened to similar applause.

These projects were not without their challenges, but the years-long work of many Township employees and volunteers came together to create bright, airy and
wonderful new public spaces for our residents. We could not be more proud of them, and we anticipate moving forward on the modernization of our four other
Township Libraries.

Likewise, years of work by staff and many hundreds of volunteers paid off in the 2012 completion of the award-winning Cynwyd Heritage Trail, and the refurbished
Cynwyd Train Station and Trailhead. In the meantime, other Township initiatives continue. We look forward to seeking your input on them all, as we continue to make
Lower Merion the “First Class” Township that we know and love.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth S. Rogan, Board President
Ward 7 Commissioner, Wynnewood

Graphic Design: AcquireVisual.com

Photography: Special thanks to the Main Line Times for
permission to use several of the photos in this Report

Douglas S. Cleland
Township Manager

2012 
Board 
Appointed & 
Other Elected 
Officials

Eileen R. Trainer
Township Secretary



Township Administration Building: (610) 649-4000

Township Manager’s Office: (610) 645-6103

Township Secretary: (610) 645-6145

Township Treasurer: (610) 645-6210

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

INFORMATION
SERVICES
In 2012, the Information Services Department
enhanced billing systems for the Township’s solid
waste collection function, mapping applications for
the Refuse and Recycling Division, the intranet
lookup capabilities for account information, and
various analytical tools for monitoring.

In partnership with the Refuse and Recycling
Division of Public Works, a scale house information
system was refined to allow better tracking of all
material presented to the transfer station.

The website, www.lowermerion.org, continues to 
be enhanced and updated on a regular basis with
updates to the comprehensive plan, proposed
ordinances and meeting minutes. The mobile
application continues to grow in use as a popular
entry into the Township website.

In addition, staff continued to upgrade the Real
Estate Tax, Sanitary Sewer rent, and Business 
Tax systems. Other accomplishments during the
course of the year included:

• The Geographic Information System (GIS), which
continued to be developed and enhanced, providing
analytical support to Building & Planning and the
land development process. A new intranet
application was introduced for the Police
Department for incident mapping.

• The Department continued to provide exceptional
service for the Off-Leash Dog Permit program, and
video arraignment for the Police Department.

• The Information Services Department
implemented an upgrade to the Township’s
Internet bandwidth to provide additional capacity.

• The Department upgraded police laptops to new
tablet-based Patrol PC devices, and a new version
upgrade to the fleet management system was
completed. Firehouse software used by all Township
volunteer fire companies and staff was upgraded.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AUGUST ’13

Board of Commissioners 
Meeting

Recycling Week B

1

Ella’s Retreat 
Benefit Concert ($20)

2

Bryn Mawr Twilight Concert:
David Wilcox; 

Opener: Ken Ulansey 
& Phyllis Chapell

3

4

Recycling Week A

5

National Night Out

6 7 8 9 10

11

Recycling Week B

12 13 14 15 16 17

18

Recycling Week A

19 20 21 22 23 24

25

Recycling Week B

26 27 28 29 30 31

The Appleford Estate dates back some 300 years, but the
Appleford Committee was formed 40 years ago, after

Anabel Parsons left the property and surrounding
arboretum to the citizens of Lower Merion.

National Night Out, 
“America’s Night Out Against
Crime," was founded by Lower
Merion resident and National
Association of Town Watch 
Executive Director Matt Peskin
in 1984. 



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

PUBLIC
INFORMATION
The Public Information Office provides
communications between the Township
government and its citizens through publications
(including the Annual Report you are now
reading), news releases, presentations, cable
television (LMTV: Comcast Channel 7 / Verizon
Channel 37) and other mass media, including 
new forms of social media. The Public Information
Officer is the liaison between the Township and
the press, and coordinates activities related to the
cable television franchises. In addition, the PIO
acts as the Township’s official Open Records
Officer. In 2012:

• More than 200 press releases were issued 
to the news media, posted on the Township’s
website and e-distributed to more than 
1,200 subscribers, an increase of more 
than 20 percent from 2011.

• The cornerstone of LMTV programming, 
live and replayed Committee and Board of
Commissioners meetings, provided over 
150 hours of original programming.

• LMTV launched several new programs in 2012.
Now You Know (FAQ for residents); The Building
& Planning Show; and Perspectives on
Preservation.

• Another season of Behind the Gavel, a monthly,
half-hour interview show featuring Board of
Commissioners President Elizabeth S. Rogan, 
was aired, providing viewers with insight into
Township issues and initiatives.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER ’13

1

Labor Day

Recycling Week A

2

Committee Meetings

3

Rosh Hashana

4 5 6 7

8

Recycling Week B

9

Lower Merion Library System
(LMLS) Board Meeting 

7:30 PM

10

Bryn Mawr Fire Co. 
9/11 Ceremony

Committee Meetings

11 12 13 14

Clover Market

15

Recycling Week A

16 17

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

18 19 20 21

22

Recycling Week B

23 24 25 26 27

Harriton House: 
The Harriton Plantation Fair

28

29

Recycling Week A

30

For more than 20 years, the Harriton Plantation Fair, scheduled for Sept. 28th this
year, has featured crafts, antiques, sheep herding, pony rides, historic house tours,

games, blacksmiths, stone carvers, cabinetmakers, weavers, birds of prey, music and
more. The Fair also features the Harriton Attic Treasures Booth and Harriton Farm

stand, all of which help to assure Harriton’s continued operation as an historic site.

For Comcast and Verizon cable TV subscribers who experience problems 
not resolved by contacting customer service representatives at those 
companies directly, the Public Information Officer can offer assistance 
at (610) 645-6199.

LMTV is on Comcast Channel 7 and Verizon Channel 37.

Holiday Week Refuse & Recycling Collection • 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT
While constantly improving fire suppression utilizing
the Township’s volunteer firefighting force, the
Township Fire Department provides the highest level
of fire protection to minimize life and property losses
through stringent regulations, fire prevention and
education. The Department continued to work with
these fire companies in enhancing the process of
recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters.

In 2012, the Belmont Hills Fire Company took
delivery of a new Aerial Ladder truck, and the
Merion Fire Company of Ardmore took delivery 
of a new Engine.

The Fire Department responded to over 2,300
emergency incidents, 40 of which were building
fires. It presented over 68 Fire Prevention and Fire
Safety Programs to students, community groups
and campers in the Elementary and Middle Schools
on 60 separate occasions.

At the request of residents, the Fire Department
office conducted nine Home Safety Inspections. 
In addition it also delivered and installed more than
30 smoke detectors to residences in the Township,
and will continue to provide this service. The Fire
Department Office conducted 49 child safety seat
inspections. Pump testing of all engines and aerial
pumps was completed, as was ladder testing of all
aerial ladder trucks.

The Fire Department Staff continued with the solar
panel identification program for fire service. The
staff identified the location of every solar panel in
use to supplement electricity. Ever solar panel and
corresponding meter will continue to be marked as
a safety precaution, enabling firefighters to be aware
of the existence of solar electricity.

Repairs were made to the Burn Room of the Fire
Tower at the Fire Training grounds. Chief Fire Officer
McGarvey received Chief Fire Officer Designation
through the Commission on Professional Credentialing.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

OCTOBER ’13

Lower Merion Library System
(LMLS) Board Meeting 

7:30 PM

Recycling Week A

1

Committee Meetings

2 3 4

Fall Clean up Weekend 
8 AM until 5 PM

5

Fall Clean up Weekend 
8 AM until 5 PM

6

Recycling Week B

7 8

Committee Meetings

9
This year’s “One Book, One
Lower Merion” selection is

“The Burgess Boys,”a novel
by Elizabeth Strout. 

Check www.lmls.org for 
details and events. 

11

Penn Wynne Library 
13th Annual 5K Run/Walk, 

9 a.m.

12

Clover Market

13

Columbus Day

Recycling Week A

14 15

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

16 17 18

Harriton House: 
Fall Apple Tasting

19

Montgomery County 
Household Hazardous 

Waste Collection 
9 AM to 3 PM

20

Recycling Week B

21 22 23 24 25 26

27

Recycling Week A

28 29 30

Halloween

31

A fire crew battles a blaze at 
a Lower Merion home in 2012. 

Volunteer efforts and friends’
groups spearhead many 
initiatives at Lower Merion
neighborhood parks.

Fire Prevention Week is Oct. 6-12.

Lower Merion Fire Department: (610) 645-6190

10



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

FINANCE 
DEPARTMENT
In 2012, the Finance Department received awards
for publications including: The Government Finance
Officer Association (GFOA) Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting
(19 consecutive years), GFOA Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award (23 consecutive years). The
Township maintained the highest investment grade
credit rating for its general obligation bonds –
reaffirmed as “AAA” by Standard and Poor’s and
“Aaa” by Moody’s Investor Service. Other highlights:

• In 2012, the Department, working with Bond
Counsel and the Township’s Financial Advisor,
completed a bond refunding. $12 million in prior
bonds was refinanced saving the taxpayers
approximately $0.8 million of future debt savings
in 2012, 2013 and 2014. 

• The Finance Department outperformed the
Township’s investment benchmark (three-month U.S.
Treasury bill rate) on short-term liquid investments.

• The Department implemented Governmental
Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 54,
Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund
Type Definition, to improve the usefulness of
information provided to financial report users
about fund balance by providing clearer, more
structured fund balance classification, and
clarifying definitions.

• With the Public Works Department and Township
Engineer, the Department completed a two-year
financial cash-flow forecast for the 2012 and 2013
Capital Improvement Program and future new
money bond issue planning.

• The Finance Department’s business tax collection
program initiated over 50 business tax compliance
audits, completing 30 in 2012. And the
Department’s summer intern program completed
a physical survey of the Township’s business
districts, identifying new business tax accounts.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOVEMBER ’13

Recycling Week A

1 2

Recycling Week B

4 7 8 9

10

Veterans Day

Recycling Week A

11

Lower Merion Library System
(LMLS) Board Meeting 

7:30 PM

12

Committee Meetings

13 14 15 16

17

Recycling Week B

18 19

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

20 21 22 23

24

Recycling Week A

25 26 27
Hanukkah begins at sundown

Thanksgiving Day

28 29 30

In the Fall of 2012, the Friends of the Cynwyd Heritage Trail (FOCHT) and the
Lower Merion Historical Society joined elected officials and representatives

from SEPTA, PennDOT, Montgomery County and Lower Merion Township 
to officially open the historic and newly refurbished Cynwyd Train 
Station, with the station’s Trailhead, completing the 2.5-mile trail.

Donate new, unwrapped holiday toys for ages 
3-12 to the Ardmore Avenue Community Center
for distribution to local children. A collection 
box is located in the lobby of the Township 
Administration Building, 75 E. Lancaster 
Avenue in Ardmore.

Committee Meetings

65

Clover Market

3

In November 2012, the 
Suburban REALTORS® 
Alliance, with more than
9,000 members in four 
counties, presented Lower
Merion Township with the 
organization’s first-ever
“Open Book Award for Trans-
parency in Local Government.” 

Holiday Week Refuse & Recycling Collection • 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

PUBLIC
WORKS
The Refuse Division of the Public Works
Department collected a total of 26,806 tons of
municipal solid waste in 2012. Of that material,
10,791 tons – or 40.25 percent – was recycled.

Of the Department’s Capital Improvement
accomplishments, there were many among the
Transportation, Facilities, Parks and Recreation,
and Sanitation / Storm Sewer Improvements
categories. They include:

• About 10 miles of milled and paved roadway

• Continued oversight of the design and Right-of-
Way acquisition for the construction of the
Pennswood Road and Union Avenue bridges

• The receipt of funding for the upgrade of the
signalized intersections along City Avenue

• Completed renovations and building addition to
the Ludington Library

• Start of renovations and building addition (now
complete) at the Bala Library

• Repairs and improvements to various Township-
owned buildings.

• Improvements to playfields and playground
equipment at various locations throughout the
Parks system

• Continued work on the Cynwyd Trail and its
extension over the Manayunk Bridge

• Replacement and/or repair to both storm and
sanitary sewers throughout the Township at
various locations, as needs were identified from
engineering studies of the systems

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DECEMBER ’13

1

Recycling Week B

2

Lower Merion Library System
(LMLS) Board Meeting 

7:30 PM

3

Committee Meetings

4

Last day of Hanukkah

5 6 7

8

Recycling Week A

9 10

Committee Meetings

11 12 13 14

15

Recycling Week B

16 17

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

18 19 20 21

22

Recycling Week A

23 24

Christmas Day

25 26 27 28

29

Recycling Week B

30 31

It's been a few years since we've been walloped with a
snowstorm like this one, which left Braddock Lane in

Wynnewood blanketed in early 2010.

Parks & Recreation Winter Discount Tickets are available at the end of the month! 
Visit www.lowermerion.org or call (610) 645-6220 for more information.

Public Works Administration: (610) 645-6150

Public Works Complex: (610) 667-1590

Refuse and Recycling: (610) 667-1952

Holiday Week Refuse & Recycling Collection • 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

LIBRARIES

Although few could have predicted a time in 
which the two largest libraries in the Lower Merion
Library System were closed simultaneously, that 
is exactly what occurred January 1, 2012 when
the Bala Cynwyd Library closed, to prepare for 
a renovation beginning later that month. With
Ludington still under construction, the remaining
four libraries got creative to help the public deal
with this service transition, offering additional
hours, programs and Internet access.

On September 8, 2012 Ludington Public Library
reopened to the public on a day shared with the
Bryn Mawr 100 activities. A record crowd of
several thousand attended the Grand Opening. 
In addition in 2012, the LMLS:

• Continued to offer well-attended programs at 
all its libraries and to support “One Book One
Lower Merion.” The 2012 book all Lower Merion
residents read and discussed together was
“DOC,” by Mary Doria Russell.

• Responded to the public’s growing interest in
eBooks, producing online video instructions to
help people connect to collections available to 
all Montgomery County residents. 

• Upgraded website efforts for the Library System
and the Capital Campaign, created online
booklists tied to special programming events,
and began a Reference and Information Service
study to analyze the impact of digital
technologies on library services and collections.

• Continued to raise funds for “Building for the
Future: the Campaign for Lower Merion
Libraries,” to assist the Township with its 
Library Renovation Projects.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JANUARY ’14

New Year’s Day

Recycling Week B

1 2 3 4

5
58th Annual Reorganization

Meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners of the 

Township of Lower Merion

Recycling Week A

6 7

Committee Meetings

8 9 10 11

12

Recycling Week B

13 14

Committee Meetings

15 16 17 18

19

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Recycling Week A

20 21

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

22 23 24 25

26

Recycling Week B

27 28 29 30 31

The expanded and renovated Ludington Library re-opened to 
the public in September 2012 to great fanfare. The Township’s

flagship library saw thousands through its doors that day, 
and has been busier than ever since then.

Off Leash Dog Permit applications and Boat Ramp Launch Permit 
applications are now available. Call the Parks & Recreation Department 
at (610) 645-6220 or visit www.lowermerion.org for more information.



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

PARKING
SERVICES
Parking Services oversees and implements 
the Township’s parking management program,
including sale of parking permits and enforcement
of time zone and metered parking. It maintains
parking meters and municipal parking lots
throughout the Township, and implements
management strategies to maximize usage of 
the Township’s available parking inventory.

In 2012, the Department was presented 
with the Pennsylvania Parking Association’s
“Award of Excellence for Parking Innovation” 
for the Township’s parking meter system. 
Also during 2012:

• Municipal Parking Lot #7 in Bryn Mawr 
was paved and striped as part of the Capital
Improvement Program. All Township municipal
parking lots were restriped, and all handicapped
spaces were reconfigured to meet current ADA
standards including van accessible aisles.
Municipal Parking Lot #18 in Bala Cynwyd 
was paved in certain areas to correct low 
points in the surface.

• An evaluation of Township-wide parking 
signage was completed.

• The Township Parking Directory was updated to
reflect new initiatives such as the EZ Park Smart
Card and Short Term Lot Permits.

• In conjunction with the Human Resources
Department, a new written exam was developed
as part of the hiring process for new Parking
Meter Attendants.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

FEBRUARY ’14

1

2

Recycling Week A

3 4

Committee Meetings

5 6 7 8

9

Recycling Week B

10 11

Committee Meetings

12 13

Valentine's Day

14 15

16

Presidents’ Day
(Note: Refuse and Recycling 

will be collected)

Recycling Week A

17 18

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

19 20 21 22

23

Recycling Week B

24 25 26 27 28

Stormwater meadow and Vine Creek, 
in the 13.4-acre Bala Cynwyd Park, 

adjacent to the Cynwyd Heritage Trail.

Do you have a street or rear-yard stormwater inlet near your property? 
The Public Works Department encourages residents to “Adopt an Inlet” 
to clear these inlets of grass, debris or snow. Many street and backyard 
flooding situations are caused by obstructed inlets; once cleared, they 
can drain properly. 



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

BUILDING &
PLANNING
In 2012, the Building and Planning staff performed
over 12,500 inspections, and applied for and
received $32,241 in PECO rebates as a result of
energy-efficient improvements made to Township
buildings through the Federal Energy Efficiency
Block Grant Program (EECBG). In addition:

• Staff worked with the Environmental Advisory
Council (EAC) to update the Environmental Action
Plan, and supported the EAC with rain
barrel/compost bin workshops and the sixth
annual Go for the Green Awards.

• The five committees appointed by the Board of
Commissioners in 2012 to provide
recommendations on the Comprehensive Plan
update held public meetings throughout the year.
Staff continued working with the committees to
prepare the five core chapters (Land Use,
Housing, Circulation, Community Facilities, Water
Resources) of the Comprehensive Plan.

• A development agreement was negotiated and
executed with Dranoff Properties for the Cricket
Lot portion of the Ardmore Transit Center project.
Urban Engineers, retained by the Township and
SEPTA to design the ATC public and transit
improvements, advanced the planning with
submissions to the Township, SEPTA and Amtrak
for review and approval.

• The Friends of the Cynwyd Heritage Trail have
assumed maintenance of the Cynwyd Station,
Barmouth and Bala Cynwyd Park trailheads.
Meanwhile, Planning staff is working with the Parks
Division to implement a $40,000 grant to study
alternatives to connect the CHT to a future trail and
the Pencoyd Bridge along the Schuylkill River.

• The Community Development staff continues to
administer the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program to benefit low income
property owners in the Township.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MARCH ’14MARCH ’14

1

2

Recycling Week A

3 4 5 6 7 8

9

Recycling Week B

10 11

Committee Meetings

12 13 14 15

Purim

16

Recycling Week A

17 18

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

19 20 21 22

23

30

Recycling Week B

Recycling Week A

24 25 26 27 28 29

The Bala Cynwyd Library was re-opened in May 2013 after
an extensive renovation. All six Lower Merion Township

Public Libraries are part of the overall Capital
Improvement Plan.

31

Members of the Building &
Planning Department took
part in “Car Free Day” with
the City Avenue Special 
Services District and other
groups in September 2012. 

Call the Public Works Pothole Hotline at (610) 645-4782 to report a pothole.

Township Pool memberships are available! Visit www.lowermerion.org 
or call (610) 645-6220 for more information.



TOWNSHIP CIVIC
ASSOCIATIONS

Lower Merion Township takes great pride in its
involved residents, many of whom are members 
of the following civic associations:

• Ardmore Progressive

• ArdWood

• Belmont Hills

• Bryn Mawr

• Gladwyne

• Haverford

• Merion

• Merion Park

• North Ardmore

• Neighborhood Club of Bala Cynwyd

• Penn Valley

• Penn Wynne

• Rosemont/Villanova

• Shortridge

• Wynnewood

• Wynnewood Valley

Most of these organizations have websites, 
which can be found at LowerMerion.org, 
under “About Lower Merion.” A PDF map 
of the Township showing the civic association
boundaries is also available there.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

APRIL ’14

Recycling Week A

1

Committee Meetings

2 3 4 5

6

Recycling Week B

7 8

Committee Meetings

9 10 11 12

13

Recycling Week A

14

Passover begins at sundown

15

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

16 17

Good Friday
(Note: Refuse and Recycling

will be collected)

18 19

Easter Sunday

20

Recycling Week B

21 22 23 24 25

Spring Clean up Weekend
8 AM until 5 PM

26

Ardmore Library Kitchen Tour

Spring Clean up Weekend 
8 AM until 5 PM

27

Recycling Week A

28 29 30

Second graders at Gladwyne Elementary celebrated Arbor Day
last year with a tree planting and national recognition for the

Township from the U.S. Forest Service and other national groups.

Note: Township and County Real Estate 
Tax 2% Discount Period Ends



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

POLICE
DEPARTMENT
In 2012, the Police Department focused resources
and efforts on addressing the concerns of Lower
Merion residents about quality of life issues, reduction
in crime, and traffic and pedestrian safety issues.
During the year, 20 Probationary Police Officers were
hired, and another recruitment effort for additional
Probationary Police Officers began in October.

Through the first nine months of 2012, officers
made 165 DUI arrests, 138 drug arrests and 214
public intoxication arrests.

The LMPD continued to work with the Montgomery
County Department of Public Safety on the radio
system upgrade/replacement project. And a pilot
project was developed to establish remote
dispatching capability for LMPD operations at
Montgomery County Emergency Dispatch Services 
in Eagleville, at no cost to the Township.

Notable arrests in 2012 included:

• In September, detectives worked with Federal
agents to recover a stolen bust of Benjamin
Franklin valued at $3 million. The suspect was
arrested in Elkton, Md., with assistance from the
Maryland State Police, the FBI and IRS. The bust
was recovered, though it was damaged.

• In July, an armed robbery occurred at Hymie’s
Restaurant. The follow-up investigation resulted 
in the arrest of at least five other suspects by the
end of the year. 

• In June, officers on patrol located and arrested a
subject for a robbery which occurred at the
Sovereign Bank in Ardmore.

• In May, officers on patrol stopped and identified
two juveniles who had committed a burglary at 
the Haverford School earlier in the day.

• In February, a 34-year-old suspect was arrested
and charged with a theft that occurred in Bryn
Mawr in October 2011 during which jewelry
valued at $50,000 was taken.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MAY ’14

Recycling Week A

1 2 3

4

Recycling Week B

5 6

Committee Meetings

7 8 9 10

Mother’s Day

11

Recycling Week A

12 13

Committee Meetings

14 15 16

Spring Clean up Weekend 
8 AM until 5 PM

17

Spring Clean up Weekend 
8 AM until 5 PM

18

Recycling Week B

19 20

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

21 22 23

Bryn Mawr Twilight Concerts
2014 schedule at 

BrynMawrTwilightConcerts.com

24

25

Memorial Day

Recycling Week A

26 27 28 29 30 31

Newly sworn police officers of the Lower Merion Police Department pose with command staff, along with
a newly promoted fellow officer, on the steps of the Lower Merion Township Administration Building

A Lower Merion Police officer
installs a new portable speed
control sign in Spring 2012.

Science in the Summer Registration takes place
this month! Visit www.lmls.org for information.

Bryn Mawr Parking Lot Permit Applications 
Accepted



VOLUNTEER FIRE
& AMBULANCE
COMPANIES
The Fire Companies of the Lower Merion Township
Fire Department serve the Township and Narberth
Borough, and are comprised of the following
volunteer companies:

• Belmont Hills Fire Company

• Bryn Mawr Fire Company

• Gladwyne Fire Company

• Narberth Volunteer Fire Company

• Merion Fire Company of Ardmore

• Penn Wynne/Overbrook Hills Fire Company

• Union Fire Association of Lower Merion

In addition, the Volunteer Medical Service Corps
(VMSC) of Lower Merion and Narberth helps
provide emergency medical services for residents
in Lower Merion, Narberth, Conshohocken and
West Conshohocken.

These organizations hold fundraising drives and
events throughout the year to raise money for
recruitment of new members, training,
maintenance and the purchase of necessary new
equipment—among other needs—to save the lives
and property of residents when the need arises.

To donate, click on links to their websites on the
Lower Merion Township Fire Department page at
LowerMerion.org, under “Departments &
Services.”

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JUNE ’14

1

Recycling Week B

2 3

Committee Meetings

4 5 6

Bryn Mawr Twilight Concerts
2014 schedule at 

BrynMawrTwilightConcerts.com

7

8

Recycling Week A

9 10

Committee Meetings

11 12 13 14

Father’s Day

15

Recycling Week B

16 17

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

18 19 20 21

22

Recycling Week A

23 24 25 26 27 28

29

Recycling Week B

30

Lower Merion’s many summer 
programs for kids keep them 

occupied, indoors and out.

A small picnic on a June 
day at Ashbridge Memorial
Park in Bryn Mawr.

Bala Cynwyd Parking 
Lot Permit Applications
Accepted

Note: Township and
County Real Estate Tax
Flat Period Ends



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2012

PARKS &
RECREATION
In 2012, an update to the Township’s 15-year old
Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan was
completed and an implementation plan was
developed. Construction was completed on the
Cynwyd Station Trailhead, which was funded
through a PennDOT Pennsylvania Community
Transportation Initiative (PCTI) grant. In addition, 
a renovation of the South Ardmore Park comfort
station was completed.

After a renovation and the addition of 80,000
square feet of natural grass, the athletic field area
at McMoran Park in Bala Cynwyd was reopened in
April 2012. And, in the summer of 2012, both the
Belmont Hills and Ardmore public swimming
pools saw an increase in attendance from the
previous year and slightly lower than projected
expenses.

• Township’s off-leash dog permit program issued
294 Permits in 2012.

• The Township issued 126 Flat Rock Boat 
Ramp Permits in 2012 – up 18 percent.

• Issued in 2012: 142 athletic field permits, 
134 picnic permits, 209 Bala Gym permits

• The number of recreation programs offered
increased in 2012 by more than 4 percent.

• Participation in recreation programs increased
by 3.44 percent in 2012. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JULY ’14

Recycling Week B

1

Committee Meetings

2 3

Independence Day

4 5

6

Recycling Week A

7 8

Committee Meetings

9 10 11

Bryn Mawr Twilight Concerts
2014 schedule at 

BrynMawrTwilightConcerts.com

12

13

Recycling Week B

14 15

Board of Commissioners
Meeting

16 17 18 19

20

Recycling Week A

21

Earth Day

22 23 24

Arbor Day

25 26

27

Recycling Week B

28 29 30 31

The Township constructed its largest playground
with help and input from the Friends of Ashbridge

Park in 2010. The playground is in the midst of
Ashbridge Memorial Park in Bryn Mawr.

Holiday Week Refuse & Recycling Collection • 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM

An artist at work in Ardmore’s
Linwood Park. The “pocket
park,” a former parking lot
that opened in 2010, contin-
ues to be a labor of love for a
growing group of neighbor-
hood volunteers. 

For updated meeting and calendar 
information, visit www.lowermerion.org

Follow the Township on Twitter 
@LowerMerionTwp.



Finance
The Township’s Finance Department continued its outstanding record of performance and was awarded the

Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Budget Award for the 23rd consecutive year. Similarly, the GFOA
awarded the Township a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting, noting the excellence
of the Township’s Comprehensive Financial Report (CAFR) for the year ending December 31, 2011. This was the
Township’s 19th consecutive CAFR award. 

2012 Financial Results
Financial performance of the General Fund in 2012 was positive when compared to Budget. Actual revenue

was higher than budgetary levels by approximately 8% or $4,377,900. This revenue performance was primarily
due to the receipt of one-time disputed business tax obligations paid to the Township in 2012. The Township
realized an expenditure savings of 5.4% or $3,069,700 of the expenditure budget. In addition to $1,669,700 of
realized budgetary savings, the 2012 Budget included $1,400,000 of negative appropriations to account for
anticipated expenditure savings, which was achieved. The 2012 expenditure performance was primarily a 
result of personnel costs savings.

The General Fund budget included a structural imbalance of $1,474,507; however, good budgetary
performance resulted in an actual operating surplus. Operating revenues were higher than operating
expenditures in 2012 by $4,573,100. With better than expected financial performance in both 2011 and 2012,
the Board of Commissioners approved transfers of $5 million (shown as General Government expenditures) to
the Capital Projects Fund and $1 million to the Equipment Fund from General Fund reserves in 2012. The
funding paid for ongoing 2012 capital project costs and replenishes Equipment Fund reserves for future
scheduled asset replacements.

As a result, the beginning fund balance decreased from approximately $18.4 million to $17 million at year
end. In 2012, the Township Real Estate Tax millage rate was 4.19 mills, unchanged from 2011. Real estate taxes
are the Township’s primary source of General Fund revenues and represented approximately 53% or $30.9
million of the total revenues in 2012. 

The Township’s fund balance policy, or its fiscal safety net, requires a minimum year-end General Fund
undesignated fund balance no less than 12% of that years total General Fund operating expenditures. Further,
the policy has a goal to maintain a year-end General Fund undesignated fund balance within a minimum of

15% and a maximum of 18% of the General Fund expenditures. In recent years, the Township has adopted
General Fund budgets with a structural imbalance anticipating a drawdown of fund balance to finish the year
within the policy goal range. At year end 2012, however, due to excellent results, the General Fund undesignated
fund balance was 28.3%, as compared to 34.4% in 2011.

Your 2012 Tax Dollars
One mill of Real Estate Tax represents a tax of one dollar for each one thousand dollars of assessed property

value. For 2012, each mill of Real Estate Tax represents $360 in Township taxes to that property owner. An
average property owner of a single family detached home with an assessed value of $360,000 would have paid
$1,508 in Township Real Estate Taxes in 2012, unchanged as compared to 2011. 

Bond Rating
In 2012, Standard & Poor’s Rating Service reaffirmed the Township’s “AAA” rating and Moody’s Investors

Service reaffirmed the Township’s “Aaa” rating. These are the highest ratings attainable from both rating
services, and reflect the strong financial management, manageable debt levels and stable economy of the
Township. In addition, for the fourth consecutive year, the Township’s management practices were rated
“strong” under Standard and Poor’s Financial Management Assessment (FMA). An FMA of “strong” indicates
that the Township’s practices are strong, well-embedded and likely sustainable, which includes policies
governing funding, use and replenishment of reserves and conservative approaches to budget formulation. 
This confirms the rating agencies confidence in the Township’s financial management and its economic outlook.
The Township is in a select group of only six Townships that have AAA ratings from the two largest national
rating agencies. These ratings mean the Township’s general obligation bonds are considered of excellent
investment quality, allowing the Township to borrow at the lowest possible interest rates, which translates 
to tangible savings.

In 2012, during a historically low interest rate period for municipal borrowers, the Township held a
competitive bond sale and issued a total $12 million of General Obligation Bonds, which was used to refinance
a portion of the Township’s outstanding General Obligation Bonds at lower interest rates. As a result of the
refinancing, the Township successfully realized approximately $800,000 of future debt service savings, 
primarily in 2012, 2013 and 2014. 

2012 General Fund Revenue (Actual)
Real Estate Taxes 53%
Other Taxes 27%
Licenses & Permits 8%
Fines and Forfeits 2%
Departmental Earnings 4%
Other Revenue 6%

2012 General Fund Expenditures (Actual)
General 13%
Public Safety 41%
Building and Planning 5%
Public Works 13%
Libraries and Recreation 12%
Debt Service 15%

General Fund 2012 Actual 2011 Actual

Fund Balance (Beginning of Year) $18,417,000 $11,017,100 

Revenue
Real Estate Taxes 30,896,700 30,683,100 
Other Taxes 16,111,000 18,465,800 
Licenses & Permits 4,611,700 4,403,400 
Fines & Forfeits 1,100,400 1,033,500 
Departmental Earnings 2,341,000 2,285,300 
Other Revenue 3,519,500 3,518,000 

Total 58,580,300 60,389,100

General Fund 2012 Actual 2011 Actual

Expenditures
General Government 12,387,500 6,782,800 
Public Safety 22,031,500 21,474,000 
Building and Planning 3,326,700 2,607,900 
Public Works 6,657,900 7,141,500 
Libraries and Recreation 6,555,600 6,410,700 
Debt Service 9,048,000 8,572,300 

Total 60,007,200 52,989,200

Fund Balance (End of Year) $16,990,100 $18,417,000 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,426,900) 7,399,900 

The Financial Statements of the Township of Lower Merion are audited by an
independent firm of Certified Public Accountants. These statements are prepared
on a budgetary basis and are pre-audited. The 2011 actual financial results have
been updated to reflect adjustments during the 2011 fiscal year audit period.
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2012 Revenue Budget Actual

Real Estate Taxes:
CURRENT YEAR $30,105,000 $30,043,300
PRIOR YEAR 622,000 768,400
INTERIM 55,000 85,000

Act 511 Taxes:
REAL ESTATE TRANSFER 2,475,000 2,949,300
LOCAL SERVICE TAX 1,650,000 1,780,000
BUSINESS AND MERCANTILE 7,768,000 11,380,900

TOTAL TAXES 42,675,000 47,007,700

Licenses & Permits:
BEVERAGE 20,000 19,500 
BUILDING & ELECTRICAL 1,639,000 1,634,300 
BUSINESS PRIVILEGE AND MERCANTILE 126,000 136,900 
PLUMBING 215,000 221,900 
STREETS 165,000 227,800 
HEALTH 70,000 67,200 
RECREATION 538,000 538,100 
FRANCHISE FEES 1,313,000 1,294,100 
ALARM REGISTRATION FEES 419,000 440,300 
OTHER LICENSES & PERMITS 26,000 31,600 

TOTAL LICENSES & PERMITS 4,531,000 4,611,700 

Fines & Forefeits:
ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS 725,000 696,300 
DISTRICT JUSTICE 415,000 404,100 

TOTAL FINES & FORFEITS 1,140,000 1,100,400 

Departmental Earnings:
PARKING 1,190,000 1,224,300 
POLICE SERVICES 338,000 333,400 
RECREATION 280,000 271,500 
ZONING AND SUBDIVISION 390,000 451,400 
HIGHWAY SERVICES 52,000 56,200 
FIRE SERVICES 4,000 4,200 

TOTAL DEPARTMENTAL EARNINGS 2,254,000 2,341,000 

Other Revenue:
PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES 55,000 67,200 
INVESTMENT INCOME 140,000 123,500 
INDIRECT COSTS - SOLID WASTE 782,100 571,200 
INDIRECT COSTS - SANITARY SEWER 582,400 582,400 
REIMBURSED EXPENSES 226,600 425,800 
FEDERAL BAB'S SUBSIDY 210,900 210,900 
HIGHWAY AID 1,244,600 1,200,000 
GRANTS AND GIFTS - POLICE 79,000 129,000 
OTHER 281,800 209,500 

TOTAL OTHER REVENUE 3,602,400 3,519,500 

TOTAL REVENUE $54,202,400 $58,580,300 

Debt Service:
Debt Service 9,324,800 9,048,000 

Subtotal 9,324,800 9,048,000 

Total Expenditures $55,676,900 $60,007,200 

Your 2012 Real Estate Tax Dollars

14%

Township Tax

School Tax

Montgomery
County Tax10%

76%

2012 LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP FINANCIAL REPORTS
2012 Expenditures Budget Actual

General:
Administration $3,691,200 $10,947,500 
Parking Services 1,062,400 973,300 
Legal 436,400 466,700 

Subtotal 5,190,000 12,387,500 

Public Safety:
Police 20,209,800 19,119,100 
Fire 2,900,300 2,912,400 

Subtotal 23,110,100 22,031,500 

Building and Planning
Building and Planning 3,250,400 3,326,700 

Subtotal 3,250,400 3,326,700 

Public Works:
Administration 273,700 269,500 
Highway 3,603,000 3,015,000 
Electrical 1,090,400 1,120,100 
Shade Tree 1,136,400 1,057,900 
Facilities Maintenance 1,223,100 1,120,900 
Other 160,600 74,500 

Subtotal 7,487,200 6,657,900 

Libraries & Recreation:
Libraries 4,134,500 3,591,700 
Parks and Recreation 3,179,900 2,963,900 

Subtotal 7,314,400 6,555,600 



2012 TOWNSHIP BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES
In 2012, twenty Township Boards, Commissions and Committees served our community with varied duties and

responsibilities. Some, such as the Environmental Advisory Council, provide advice to the Board of Commissioners, while
others, such as the Shade Tree Commission, have exclusive powers. The specific duties and responsibilities bestowed
upon the bodies can be found in the Code of the Township of Lower Merion or in specific Township ordinances. If
additional information is needed concerning a particular Board, Commission or Committee, please contact Township
Secretary Jody L. Kelley at (610) 645-6145. 

Candidates may submit their qualifications for volunteer service to the Office of the Township Secretary and
application forms can be downloaded from www.lowermerion.org. The members of the Ad Hoc Nominations Committee
review applications, interview qualified candidates and recommend appointments or reappointments to the full Board of
Commissioners. The list that follows represents active volunteers as of December 31, 2012 who selflessly gave back
to their community.  

Board of Trustees 
for Employee 
Retirement Plan 
(three-year term)
MEETS: On Call
Joseph F. Huber
R. Mark Keating
Barton M. Silverman
Representative, 
Township Workers Association
Douglas S. Cleland, Township Manager
Staff Liaison: Dean J. Dortone,
Township Chief Financial Officer

Cable Television 
Advisory Committee 
(three-year term)
MEETS: Fourth Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
except August and December
Steven Carter, Chair
Eric Bruning
Linda Sherman
Barbra Shotel
Jennifer Lynn Lewandowski
Guyon Turner
Sharon Powell-Lee, Comcast Regional
Director of Government and
Community Relations
Gwen Cogen Brunelli, Verizon Regional
Manager – Mid-Atlantic
Staff Liaison: Thomas J. Walsh –
Township Public Information Officer

Civil Service 
Commission 
(six-year term)
MEETS: On Call
Lee S. Bender, Chair
Wayne G. Davis, Vice-Chair
Duncan W. Van Dusen, Secretary
Matt Peskin, Alternate
Christine Dixon-Anderson, Alternate
Staff Liaison: Michael J. McGrath,
Township Superintendent of Police

Electrical 
Examining Board 
(three-year term)
MEETS: Last Tuesday at 2:30 p.m.
Glenn W. McClelland, Chair
Toby George
Norman Besden
Thomas J. Weber
Daniel V. Kincade
Staff Liaison: Dennis F. Sharpless,
Township Inspector, Building and
Planning Department

Environmental 
Advisory Council 
(four-year term)
MEETS: Fourth Tuesday at 7 p.m.,
except August
Kate Galer, Chair
Michael Gross, Vice-Chair
Bruce A. Bayne 
Tom Dilsheimer 
Joseph Freudenberg
Brian Hoppy
Clifton Payne 
Staff Liaison: Andrea M. Campisi,
Township Senior Planner

Firefighter 
Assistance Fund 
(two-year term)
Douglas S. Cleland, Township
Manager, Trustee/Plan Administrator
Commissioner Paul McElhaney,
Fire Committee Chair, Trustee
Chief Fire Officer Charles J. McGarvey,
Trustee
Joseph W. Nagle, Trustee

Health Advisory 
Council 
(four-year term)
MEETS: Second Monday at 7 p.m.,
except August
Eddy A Bresnitz, MD, MS, Chair
Leigh-Ann Maltz-Dichter, DMD
Hillary C.M. Nelson, PhD, MPH 
Kate Cornwell, LCSW
Kathryn E. Poet
Karen L. Anderson, RN, BSN, MS
Bruce Goodman Silver, MD 
Staff Liaisons: Thomas J. Walsh,
Township Public Information Officer
Samuel Conti,Township Inspector,
Building and Planning Department

Hearing Officers 
(four-year term)
Richard Wesley, AIA
Pamela Loughman, Esq.

Board of Historical 
Architectural Review
(HARB)
(five-year term)
MEETS: First Tuesday at 8 a.m.
Scott J. Kalner, Chair
Kathleen Abplanalp, Vice-Chair
Susan Dinneen
Philip E. Franks
Sharon L. Sorokin
Ann Shepard Houston
Philip G. Ivory
Karen Ramsey
Ina Sargen
Staff Liaison: Michael R. Wylie, HARB
Secretary, Township Zoning Officer

Historical Commission 
(five-year term)
MEETS: Fourth Thursday at 4 p.m., 
except August
Christian Busch, Chair
Michael James, Vice-Chair
Miriam Camitta
Gerry Fisher
Judith P. Meyer
Melanie Piltch
Karen Nagel
Staff Liaison: Andrea M. Campisi, 
Township Senior Planner

Human Relations 
Commission
MEETS: Second Thursday at 7:15 p.m.
Mark Aronchick, Esq., Chair
Harold Goldner, Esq., Vice-Chair
Ilene Wasserman, Ph.D., Secretary
Sharon Eckstein, Esq.
Karen Cherwony
Mignon Groch, Esq.
Lynn Zeitlin, Esq.
Staff Liaison: Roseann J. McGrath, 
Township Director of Human
Resources

Lower Merion 
Library System 
(two-year term)
MEETS: 1st Tuesday in February,
March, April, May, June, October,
December 2nd Tuesday in
September & November at 7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS:
Michael Golden, At-large Delegate,
President 
Commissioner George Manos,
Commissioner Delegate, Vice-
President
Gail Pratzon, At-large Delegate,
Treasurer 

MEMBERS:
Annette Sussman, 
Ardmore Library Delegate
Len Dubin,
Bala Cynwyd Library Delegate
Jamie Perrapato, 
Belmont Hills Library Delegate
Karen Wallingford,
Gladwyne Library Delegate
J. Barton Riley, 
Ludington Library Delegate
Kelly Cohen, 
Penn Wynne Library Delegate
Lea Bramnick, At-Large Delegate
Barbara Bisgaier, Treasurer
Commissioner Paul McElhaney,
Commissioner Alternate
Commissioner V. Scott Zelov,
Commissioner Alternate
Staff Liaison: Christine Steckel, 
Township Director of Libraries

Board of Trustees for
the Municipal Police
Pension Fund
(three-year term)
MEETS: On Call
Joseph F. Huber
R. Mark Keating
Barton M. Silverman
Representative of the 
Fraternal Order of Police
Douglas S. Cleland, Township Manager
Staff Liaison: Dean J. Dortone,
Township Chief Financial Officer

Personnel Review
Board 
(six-year term)
MEETS: On Call
Matthew J. Comisky
Frank Lutz
David A. Sonenshein

Planning Commission 
(four-year term)
MEETS: First Monday at 7 p.m.
Alan Ritterband, Co-Chair
Charles B. Howland, Co-Chair
Brian Hirsch
Brian O’Leary
Anthony Vale
Marc Vitale 
Harriet Ruffin
Staff Liaison: Christopher Leswing,
Township Assistant Director, Building
and Planning

Police Pension 
Association 
(three-year term)
(One member is from the Board of
Commissioners appointed by the
Board, one member is appointed by
Common Pleas Court and one
member selected by Pension
Association membership)
MEETS: On Call
Jeffrey P. Orleans, President
Michael J. McGrath, Township
Superintendent of Police, 
Vice-President
Terry M. Newman, Executive Director
John R. O’Rourke, Solicitor
Brian Gordon, Esq, Board of
Commissioners - Commissioner
Liaison
James J. Whelan, Treasurer

Shade Tree 
Commission 
(five-year term)
MEETS: Second Monday at 7 p.m.
David McComb, Co-Chair
Richard Widmann, Co-Chair
Patty Elkis
Philip D. Rodbell
Margaret M. Schofield
Robert Witmer
Claudia Kent
Staff Liaison: Clifford Van Yahres, 
Township Arborist

Uniform Construction
Code Appeals Board
MEETS: On Call
Jeffrey Snyder, Chair
Robert T. Crane
Jonathan Dyer
Patrick A. Guinnane
Timothy W. Lisle
Thomas J. Weber, Alternate
Staff Liaison: Arthur J. Noel, 
Township Assistant Director, 
Building and Planning

Vacancy Board 
(Annual Reappointment, 
Indefinite Term)
MEETS: On Call
Lita Indzel Cohen, Chair

Zoning Hearing Board 
(three-year term)
MEETS: Monthly as posted/On call
Robert D. Fox, Esq., Chair
Kenneth L. Brier
Charles J. Davidson
Michael Taichman-Robins, Esq.,
Alternate
Joshua L. Grimes, Esq., Alternate
Sean P. Flynn, Esq., Solicitor
Staff Liaison: Michael R. Wylie,
Township Zoning Officer

A complete calendar 
of Township meetings 
can be found on 
www.lowermerion.org. 



FEDERAL, STATE, & COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES
United State Senators
Robert P. Casey, Jr.  
2000 Market Street #1870
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215) 405-9660
Fax: (215) 405-9669
383 Russell Senate Office Building
Phone: (202) 224-6324
Washington, D.C. 20510
Toll Free: (866) 802-2833
Fax: (202) 228-0604

www.casey.senate.gov
Six-year term expires January 2019

Patrick J. Toomey
1628 JFK Boulevard
Suite 1702 
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215) 241-1090
Fax: (215) 241-1095
248 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-4254
Fax: (202) 228-0284

www.toomey.senate.gov
Six-year term expires January 2017

United States 
Congress
(2nd District-PA)
Chaka Fattah
2401 N. 54th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19131 
Phone: (215) 871-4455  
Fax: (215) 871-4456
2301 Rayburn Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-4001
Fax: (202) 225-5392

www.fattah.house.gov 
Two-year term expires January 2015

Governor of 
Pennsylvania
Thomas W. Corbett
255 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3017
Phone: (717) 787-2500 
Fax: (717) 772-8284

www.state.pa.gov
Four-year term expires January 2015

State Senator
(17th District-PA)
Daylin Leach
601 South Henderson Road, Suite 208 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Phone: (610) 768-4200
Fax: (610) 768-4204
184 Main Capitol, Senate Box 203017 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3017
Phone: (717) 787-5544
Fax: (717) 705-7741

www.senatorleach.com or
leach@pasenate.com 
Four-year term expires January 2017

State Representative
(149th District-PA)
Timothy Briggs
554 Shoemaker Road, Suite 149
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Phone: (610) 768-3135 
Fax: (610) 768-3112
121A East Wing
PO Box 202149
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2149
Phone: (717) 705-7011 
Fax: (717) 772-9860

www.pahouse.com/briggs or 
repbriggs@pahouse.net
Two-year term expires January 2015

State Representative
(148th District-PA)
Mary Jo Daley
815 Fayette St., Suite 200
Conshohocken, PA 19428 
Phone: (610) 832-1679
Fax: (610) 832-1684
103-A East Wing
PO Box 202148
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2148
Phone: (717) 787-9475 
Fax: (717) 787-0861

http://www.pahouse.com/MDaley
or repdaley@pahouse.net
Two-year term expires January 2015

State Representative
(194th District-PA)
Pamela A. DeLissio 
6511 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128 
Phone: (215) 482-8726 
Fax: (215) 482-9066
109B East Wing
PO Box 202194
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2194
Phone: (717) 783-4945
Fax: (717) 787-1193

www.pahouse.com/delissio or
repdelissio@pahouse.net
Two-year term expires January 2015

Montgomery County
Commissioners
Josh Shapiro, Chair

Leslie S. Richards, 
Vice-Chair

Bruce L. Castor, Jr., 
Commissioner
One Montgomery Plaza
8th Floor – Suite 800
Norristown, PA 19404
Phone: (610) 278-3020
Fax: (610) 278-5943

www.montcopa.org
Two-year term expires January 2014

Magisterial District
Judges
Henry J. Schireson
District Court 38-1-06
907 Montgomery Avenue
Narberth, PA 19072
Phone: (610) 664-5262 
Fax: (610) 667-3120
Six-year term expires January 2016

Kathleen M. Valentine
District Court 38-1-07
116-A Cricket Avenue
Ardmore, PA 19003
Phone: (610) 896-8585 or 
(610) 642-5270
Fax: (610) 896-8601
Six-year term expires January 2016

Karen Eisner Zucker
District Court 38-2-04
11 Union Avenue
Suite 100
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Phone: (610) 668-1201
Fax: (610) 668-1204
Six-year term expires January 2016

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM*

Patricia M. Ryan
Assistant Township Manager

Douglas S. Cleland
Township Manager

Jody L. Kelley
Township Secretary

Dean Dortone
Chief Financial Officer

Michael J. McGrath
Superintendent of Police

Donald K. Cannon
Director of Public Works

Robert E. Duncan
Director of Building and Planning

Roseann J. McGrath
Director of Human Resources

Charles J. McGarvey
Chief Fire Officer

Thomas D. Pintande
Director of Parking Services

Thomas J. Walsh
Public Information Officer

Lindsay L. Taylor
Director of Parks and Recreation

Christine M. Steckel
Director of Libraries

Wendy L. Reich
Chief Technology Officer

SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP     

247365
HOURS A DAY  DAYS A WEEK DAYS A YEAR*As of May 2013 


