TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Annual Report — 2004

A. Members of the Lower Merion Environmental Advisory Council

LEIGH COHEN practiced environmental law at the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection. She worked for two years in the Conshohocken office specializing in
superfund and waste litigation. She then worked in the Office of Regulatory Counsel in
Harrisburg for five years developing regulations and policies in the areas of mining, nutrient
management and hazardous waste. Prior to attending law school, she was a Peace Corps
volunteer in the Philippines. She now works as a Program Officer for Eisenhower Fellowships
where she puts together programs for highly accomplished mid-career professionals to travel
around the United States to meet with experts in the Fellows’ fields of interest.

ALISON GRAHAM, Secretary for 2005, is serving her second term on the EAC,
having been appointed in 1999. She serves as the Township liaison with the Darby-Cobbs
Watershed Partnership, representing the EAC. A graduate of Cornell University, Mrs. Graham is
a former architectural designer, and ran the Lower Merion Recycling Center until the Township
took over the recycling program. She has served on numerous local and regional civic boards,
and is currently on the boards of the League of Women Voters, the Lower Merion Historical
Society, and Lower Merion Affordable Housing.

RALPH GRASSO, Vice Chairperson for 2005, has been active in the Merion Park
Civic Association, and serves as a delegate to the Federation of Civic Associations. He operates
his own floral and interior decorating business, Acorn and Finch.

JOHN F. GULLACE, ESQUIRE, Vice Chairperson 2004, Chairperson for 2005, is a
partner with the law firm of Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP, where he is primarily involved
in environmental litigation and arbitration matters. Mr. Gullace was appointed to the Lower
Merion Township Environmental Advisory Council in 2002 for a four-year term. He served as
Chair of the Montgomery Bar Association Environmental Law Committee in 1999, 2000 and
2002 and was Vice-Chair of the Committee in 2001. Mr. Gullace also served as Chair of the
Montgomery Bar Association Practice Diversification Committee in 2001 and has been a
program organizer and speaker on various environmental topics, including environmental
litigation and alternative dispute resolution, for such organizations as the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute, the Montgomery Bar Association and the Dispute Resolution Institute. Mr. Gullace has
also authored a number of articles on environmental topics. Mr. Gullace is a 1990 graduate of
New York University School of Law and served as a law clerk to the Honorable James L.
Latchum of the United States District Court for the District of Delaware before entering private
practice in 1991. Mr. Gullace joined Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP in 1994. He is
admitted to practice before the Supreme Courts of New Jersey and Pennsylvania as well as the
United States Supreme Court and the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Gullace received his
undergraduate degree from Haverford College in 1987.

BARRY JEFFRIES is a senior design planner at the Montgomery County Planning
Commission in Norristown where his work focuses on the development of the county’s parks,
trails and its forty-two mile riverfront within the Schuylkill River Federal and State Heritage
Greenway. A native of Durham NC, he received his undergraduate degree from The University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a masters degree in landscape architecture from the
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University of Georgia, Athens. Barry relocated eight years ago to the Philadelphia area while
participating in a post-graduate professional internship in urban forestry at the Morris Arboretum
of the University of Pennsylvania. He is interested in enhancing the public’s understanding of
our natural and cultural heritage while volunteering as an interpretive guide at the Morris
Arboretum, Walk Philadelphia Tours and at West Laurel Hill Cemetery’s arboretum.

THE HONORABLE MICHAEL L. KRANCER, Chairperson for 2004, was
nominated to serve as a Judge on the Pennsylvania Environmental Hearing Board by Governor
Tom Ridge in October, 1999. The Senate of Pennsylvania unanimously confirmed the
nomination and Judge Krancer took the oath of office in November, 1999. The statutory term of
service is six years. The Environmental Hearing Board is the statutorily established five-judge
administrative law court of statewide jurisdiction which hears appeals from actions of the
Department of Environmental Protection. The Department also initiates certain types of actions
before the Board. The Board functions as a trial court which holds trials and issues
Adjudications. The Board also issues legal opinions on motions such as motions to dismiss and
motions for summary judgment. In just over three years as a Judge on the Board, Judge Krancer
has written over 60 published opinions all of which are a matter of public record and can be
reviewed either through Lexis or on the Board’s website at http:\\www.ehb.verilaw.com.
Appeals from the Board are heard by the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court. Prior to
becoming a Judge, Judge Krancer was a litigation partner at the Dilworth Paxson and Blank
Rome firms in Philadelphia. He graduated, with distinction, in 1980 from the University of
Virginia with a degree in economics and in 1983 from the Washington and Lee University
School of Law where he was first in his class and was elected to Order of the Coif. He served as
a writer and an editor on the school’s Law Review. Judge Krancer is an active member of the
Montgomery Bar Association (MBA). He is the 2005 Chairman of the MBA Environmental
Law Committee and he serves on the Municipal Law and Government Relations Committees of
the MBA. He has served as a speaker for a Continuing Legal Education program presented by
the MBA on the subject of the attorneys’ Code of Civility. Judge Krancer serves on the Boards
of Albert Einstein Healthcare Network, the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, the
Jewish Publication Society and formerly, the Riverbend Environmental Education Center in
Gladwyne. He and his wife, Barbara, served as Chairs of the Harvest Ball for the Albert Einstein
Medical Center, and are members of the United Way’s Alexis DeTocqueville Society. Judge
Krancer grew up in Villanova, Pennsylvania where he graduated from Harriton High School. He
now lives in Bryn Mawr with his wife, Barbara, and children David, Bayard, Christine and
Brooke.

JAMIE YADGAROFF, ESQUIRE is an associate at the law firm of Shimberg &
Szuhaj, P.C. in Westmont, New Jersey. Jamie has a general litigation practice with an emphasis
in the areas of commercial, contractual and environmental litigation. She represents plaintiffs
and defendants in civil litigation at both the trial and appellate levels in federal and state courts
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, as well as arbitration and other alternative dispute resolution
methods. Jamie is also experienced in insurance coverage claims, land use, and environmental
regulation. Active in her community, Jamie is a past president of the Penn Valley Civic
Association and was appointed to the Environmental Advisory Council in November 2004. She
is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the Philadelphia Bar Association, and the
Society of Women Environmental Professionals (SWEP). Jamie holds a B.A. in Political
Science from Penn State University (1990). She earned her J.D. from Temple University School
of Law (1993), where she was a founding member and senior staff of the Political and Civil
Rights Law Review. She is admitted to practice law in the Supreme Courts of New Jersey and



Pennsylvania as well as the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Jamie
resides in Penn Valley, Pennsylvania with her husband and two children.

B. EAC Major Activities During 2004.

In 2004, the EAC notified local public and private schools about the potential hazards
posed to students and the community from typical laboratory chemicals such as mercury. The
EAC’s notification was prepared on the heels of an incident at a Washington D.C. high school,
which contaminated the school and several area homes, and resulted in the incurrence of
substantial cleanup costs.

The Council spent a substantial amount of time during 2004 on the issue of Integrated
Pest Management (IPM). We heard from members of the public, met with Township staff and
ultimately passed a resolution supporting IPM for the Township’s parks, playing fields and
playgrounds.

The Council selected Barry Jeffries as its representative on the Township’s Open Space
Committee, which was organized in response to the passage of the Montgomery County Open
Space Referendum.

Council members, Barry Jeffries and John Gullace, attended both “stakeholders”
meetings organized by the Township Open Space Committee to suggest, discuss and later
prioritize potential projects for funding under the County’s Open Space Program.

The Council discussed ways to assist the Township with the public outreach and
education requirements of the Township’s NPDES MS4 storm water permit, culminating in the
Council’s hosting of a public meeting early in 2005 conducted by Township staff.

As part of our participation in the land development process in the Township, the EAC
regularly has representatives attend the bi-monthly meetings of the Township Land Development
Committee to provide observations and input, as appropriate, on proposed subdivision and land
development plans. We also have a presence at Building and Planning Committee meetings,
Planning Commission meetings and Board of Commissioners’ meetings.

The Council received a new member this year, Jamie Yadgaroff. Jamie replaced Alan
Feldbaum who served the Township and this Committee for nearly six years. We welcome
Ms. Yadgaroff and we look forward to her participation.

Finally, we selected our officers for 2005. John F. Gullace, Chairperson, Ralph Grasso,
Vice Chairperson and Alison Graham, Secretary.

C. Future Activities.

e The Council, along with Township staff, intends to meet with a targeted group of
homeowners associations and individuals regarding Township easements protecting
preservation areas on their properties. These meetings are intended to educate and
remind the owners of these properties about the restrictions placed on these preservation
areas.

e The Council intends to get more involved in Township storm water control advocacy and
potential pilot projects.



e The Council will continue to monitor the land development process in the Township.

e The Council will continue to explore opportunities to collaborate and partner with area
educational institutions on public education programs.

e The Council stands ready to fulfill any other roles the Board of Commissioners deems
appropriate.

D. EAC Recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.

The EAC respectfully recommends that the Board of Commissioners pursue an integrated
pest management program for Township parks, playing fields and playgrounds, at least on a
pilot basis.

Respectfully Submitted,
LOWER MERION ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Leigh Cohen, Esquire

Alison Graham

Ralph Grasso

John F. Gullace, Esquire

The Honorable Michael L. Krancer

Barry Jeffries

Jamie Yadgaroff, Esquire
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