
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026 
7:00 PM (Approximately)

1. RESOLUTION - AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE INTENTION TO
VACATE MORRIS ROAD, WYNNEWOOD

TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

 

 

Chairperson:             Maggie Epstein
 Vice Chairperson:     Louis Rossman, Charles Gregory

 
AGENDA
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION
COMMITTEE: Public Works

ITEM:  RESOLUTION - AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE INTENTION TO
VACATE MORRIS ROAD, WYNNEWOOD

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners adoption of a Resolution to declare
the intent to discontinue, abandon and vacate a portion of Morris Road, Wynnewood, between
Lancaster Avenue and Wynnewood Road and authorize the scheduling of a Public Hearing on the
matter.

ATTACHMENT(S):
Issue Briefing - Vacate Morris Road 06-12-2026.docx
Res 2026-XX Intent to abandon Morris Rd Wynnewood 06-17-2026.pdf
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https://lowermerion.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4180522/Issue_Briefing_-_Vacate_Morris_Road_06-12-2026.pdf
https://lowermerion.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4178487/Res_2026-XX_Intent_to_abandon_Morris_Rd_Wynnewood_06-17-2026.pdf


TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

Public Works Committee 

 

Issue Briefing 
 

 

Topic:   Resolution For A Public Hearing To Vacate Morris Road 

 

Prepared by:   Paul McElhaney, Director of Public Works 

 

Date:   June 12, 2026 

 
 

I. Action To Be Considered By The Board:  
 

Adopt a Resolution declaring the Township’s intent to discontinue, abandon, and 

vacate a portion of Morris Road between Lancaster Avenue and Wynnewood Road 

and authorize the actions necessary to accomplish the vacation, including the 

scheduling of a Public Hearing on the matter. 

 

II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration:   

 

Vacating a right-of-way requires approval from the Board of Commissioners. 

   

III. Current Policy Or Practice (If Applicable):   

 

Adoption of a resolution is required to authorize conducting a public hearing when 

vacating a public roadway. 

 

IV. Other Relevant Background Information:   
 

Morris Road is a short one-way roadway that connects Lancaster Avenue and 

Wynnewood Road adjacent to the commercial properties located at 625 and 637 East 

Lancaster Avenue and 18 East Wynnewood Road. The roadway provides a limited 

local connection and carries relatively little traffic compared to the surrounding 

roadway network. 

 

Staff has evaluated the function of Morris Road and determined that the roadway no 

longer serves a significant transportation purpose. Nearby signalized intersections 

already provide convenient access between Lancaster Avenue and Wynnewood Road, 

making this segment of Morris Road largely redundant. As a result, the roadway is 

underutilized and contributes little to overall mobility within the area. 

 

The proposed vacation would also support the redevelopment of the adjoining corner 

property. Incorporating the former right-of-way into the development site would 

improve internal circulation, create opportunities for additional parking, and allow for 
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expanded landscaping and green space. These improvements would enhance the long-

term viability of the property while advancing the Township's broader goals of 

improving safety, supporting economic investment, and promoting efficient land use 

along the Lancaster Avenue corridor. 

 

If the right-of-way is vacated, the underlying land would revert to the adjacent 

property owners in accordance with Pennsylvania law. Based on the attached exhibit 

plan, approximately 4,197 square feet would revert to the properties located at 637 

East Lancaster Avenue and 18 East Wynnewood Road, and approximately 4,004 

square feet would revert to the property located at 625 East Lancaster Avenue. 

 

V. Impact on Township Finances:   
 

Vacating Morris Road would eliminate the Township’s long-term responsibility for 

maintaining the roadway, resulting in a minor reduction in future maintenance 

obligations. No significant fiscal impacts are anticipated. 

 

VI. Staff Recommendation 

 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners adopt a Resolution declaring its 

intent to discontinue, abandon, and vacate Morris Road and authorize the scheduling 

of the required Public Hearing in accordance with the First-Class Township Code. 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 
RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

 
 

RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THE INTENT TO DISCONTINUE, 
ABANDON AND VACATE MORRIS ROAD, WYNNEWOOD, 
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH LANCASTER AVENUE TO A 
LENGTH AND WIDTH DETAILED IN THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTIONS FOUND IN EXHIBIT B AND TOTALING 8,201 
SQUARE FEET  

 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion, on its own motion, 
finds that the street right-of-way of Morris Road, Wynnewood, can be vacated without detriment to the 
public interests because Morris Road is underutilized, contains no active Township infrastructure, and its 
vacation will promote safer traffic circulation as well as the orderly redevelopment of the adjacent 
property; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above, the Board of Commissioners of Township 

of Lower Merion does hereby resolve as follows: 
 
1. The WHEREAS clause set forth above is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth. 

 
2. The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion intends to vacate the street 

right-of-way of Morris Road, as shown on the Morris Road – Sketch Plotting dated April 24, 
2026 prepared by the Township Engineer attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and as described in 
the legal description of the Morris Road Right-of-Way attached hereto as Exhibit “B,” both of 
which are incorporated by reference and made a part hereof. 

 
3. The vacation will not negatively affect any existing rights-of-way or easements and will 

result in the property burdened by the right of way to revert to the abutting property owners 
free of any public interest.   

 
4. A Public Hearing shall be scheduled in the Township Building, 75 E. Lancaster Avenue, 

Ardmore, Pennsylvania, on the 8th day of July, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., when and where all parties 
interested may meet and be heard with respect to the vacating of said street right-of-way. 

 
5. Notice of said Hearing shall be published as is customary and mailed to the affected property 

owners, which notice shall state the time and place of the Public Hearing. 
 
 RESOLVED, this                      day of                          , 2026. 
 
      BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
      TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
 
      By:       
ATTEST:      Todd Sinai, President 
 
 
By: ______________________________ 

Jody L. Kelley, Secretary  
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Exhibit "A" 
 
 

Morris Road, Wynnewood, Vacation Plan 
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NOTES:
1. A FIELD SURVEY OF THE SITE WAS NOT PERFORMED BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC., SEE PLAN REF. 1.

2. UNLESS SPECIFICALLY STATED OR SHOWN HEREON TO THE CONTRARY, THIS SURVEY IS MADE
SUBJECT TO AND DOES NOT LOCATE OR DELINEATE:

§ RIGHTS OR INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OR COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA OVER LANDS NOW OR FORMERLY FLOWED BY TIDEWATER BUT NO LONGER
VISIBLE OR PHYSICALLY EVIDENT, OR LANDS CONTAINING ANY ANIMAL, MARINE, OR BOTANICAL
SPECIES REGULATED BY OR UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF ANY FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL
AGENCY.

§ ANY SUBSURFACE OR SUBTERRANEAN CONDITION, EASEMENTS OR RIGHTS INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO MINERAL OR MINING RIGHTS, OR THE LOCATION OF OR RIGHTS TO ANY SUBSURFACE
STRUCTURES, CONTAINERS, OR FACILITIES OR ANY OTHER NATURAL OR MAN-MADE
SUBSURFACE CONDITION WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT AFFECT THE USE OR DEVELOPMENT
POTENTIAL OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.

3. ALL UNITS ARE SHOWN IN U.S. SURVEY FEET UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

4. THE HORIZONTAL DATUM FOR THE PLANIMETRIC FEATURES AND COORDINATE VALUES INDICATED
ON THIS PLAN REFERENCE THE “PENNSYLVANIA STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, SOUTH ZONE
AS REFERENCED TO THE NORTH AMERICAN DATUM OF 1983 (NAD 83)” WITH THE 2011 ADJUSTMENT
(PASPCS-S NAD83-2011), SEE PLAN REF. 1.

5. BOUNDARY INFORMATION SHOWN REFERENCES DB 5937, PG 2556 & DB 6431, PG 1654.

6. TITLE, BOUNDARY AND RIGHT-OF-WAY INFORMATION SHOWN ARE BASED ON AVAILABLE RECORD
AND HISTORIC DOCUMENTS AND ARE APPROXIMATE.  A BOUNDARY SURVEY WAS NOT COMPLETED
AS PART OF THIS SURVEY.

7. THIS PLAN IS NOT INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE A BOUNDARY SURVEY AS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION E -
STANDARDS FOR BOUNDARY SURVEYS IN THE “STANDARDS OF PRACTICE FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND
SURVEYORS IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA” AS ADOPTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA
SOCIETY OF LAND SURVEYORS ON NOVEMBER 19, 2021”

8. THIS SURVEY WAS PREPARED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A TITLE REPORT AND IS SUBJECT TO ANY
EASEMENT, RESTRICTION AND/OR COVENANTS THAT A CURRENT REPORT OF TITLE, OR COMPLETE
SEARCH OF THE PUBLIC RECORD, MAY DISCLOSE.

9. THE BEARINGS SHOWN REFERENCE THE RECORDED DEED BEARING.

PLAN REFERENCES
1. PLAN ENTITLED "ZONING PLAN FOR JONES LANG LASALLE AMERICAS, INC.", PREPARED BY BOHLER

ENGINEERING, PLAN C-001, DATED 03-19-2026 AND LAST REVISED 03-18-2026.
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PROPOSED LOT - 1

BEGINNING AT A POINT, LABELED ON SAID PLAN AS “P.O.B.”, LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF
LANCASTER AVE (80' WIDE REQUIRED RIGHT-OF-WAY),  MEASURED N 28°41'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 40.00'
FROM THE INTERSECTION OF THE TITLE LINE OF LANCASTER AVE AND THE TITLE LINE OF MORRIS RD (50'
WIDE RIGHT-OF-WAY), LABELED ON SAID PLAN AS “P.O.C.”; THENCE, ALONG SAID EAST SIDE OF
LANCASTER AVE,

1. N 61°19'00” W, A DISTANCE OF 55.00' TO A POINT OF NON-TANGENTIAL CURVATURE; THENCE, LEAVING
SAID EAST SIDE OF LANCASTER AVE,

2. ALONG AN ARC, CURVING TO THE LEFT, WITH AN ARC LENGTH OF 47.12', A RADIUS OF 30.00', A CHORD
BEARING OF N 73°41'00” E, AND A CHORD LENGTH OF 42.43' TO A POINT OF TANGENCY ON THE NORTH
SIDE OF SAID MORRIS RD; THENCE, ALONG SAID NORTH SIDE OF MORRIS RD,

3. N 28°41'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 130.16' TO A POINT; THENCE, LEAVING SAID NORTH SIDE OF MORRIS RD,

4. S 61°19'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 25.00' TO A POINT ON SAID TITLE LINE OF MORRIS RD; THENCE, ALONG
SAID TITLE LINE OF MORRIS RD,

5. S 28°41'00” W, A DISTANCE OF 160.16' TO SAID POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING.

SAID ABOVE-DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING WITHIN SAID METES AND BOUNDS 4,197 SQUARE
FEET, OR 0.0963 ACRES OF GROUND (MORE OR LESS).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PROPOSED LOT - 2

BEGINNING AT A POINT, LABELED ON SAID PLAN AS “P.O.B.”, LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF
LANCASTER AVE (80' WIDE REQUIRED RIGHT-OF-WAY),  MEASURED N 28°41'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 40.00'
FROM THE INTERSECTION OF THE TITLE LINE OF LANCASTER AVE AND THE TITLE LINE OF MORRIS RD (50'
WIDE RIGHT-OF-WAY), LABELED ON SAID PLAN AS “P.O.C.”; THENCE, ALONG SAID TITLE LINE OF MORRIS
RD,

1. N 28°41'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 160.16' TO A POINT; THENCE, LEAVING SAID TITLE LINE OF MORRIS RD,

2. S 61°19'00” E, A DISTANCE OF 25.00' TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SAID MORRIS RD; THENCE,
ALONG SAID SOUTH SIDE OF MORRIS RD,

3. S 28°41'00” W, A DISTANCE OF 160.16' TO A POINT ON SAID EAST SIDE OF LANCASTER AVE; THENCE,
ALONG SAID EAST SIDE OF LANCASTER AVE,

4. N 61°19'00 W, A DISTANCE OF 25.00' TO SAID POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING.

SAID ABOVE-DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING WITHIN SAID METES AND BOUNDS 4,004 SQUARE
FEET, OR 0.0920 ACRES OF GROUND (MORE OR LESS).
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Exhibit "B" 
 

Legal Description Of The 
Morris Road, Wynnewood, Right-of-Way 

Township of Lower Merion,  
Montgomery County, PA 
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1900 Market Street, Suite 300 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

T: 215-222-3000 

F: 215-222-3588 

 

www.pennoni.com 

U:\Accounts\LOWMM\LOWM094039 - Morris Ave Vacate\DESIGN\V\SECURE\Legal Descriptions\Legal Description - Lot 1 - LOWM094039.docx 

Legal Description – Proposed Lot - 1 

For Parcel APN: 40-00-31188-00-2 & 40-00-68020-00-7  

 

All that certain parcel or tract of land situate in the Township of Lower Merion, Montgomery County, 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as shown on a plan entitled “MORRIS ROAD VACATE – LOT EXHIBIT 

PLAN”, drawing number V0201, Project LOWM094039, prepared by Pennoni Associates Inc., dated April 24TH, 

2026 and last revised June 11th, 2026. 

  

Beginning at a point, labeled on said plan as “P.O.B.”, located on the east side of Lancaster Ave (80’ 

Wide Required Right-Of-Way),  measured N 28°41’00” E, a distance of 40.00’ from the intersection of the title 

line of Lancaster Ave and the title line of Morris Rd (50’ Wide Right-Of-Way), labeled on said plan as “P.O.C.”; 

thence, along said east side of Lancaster Ave, 

 

1. N 61°19’00” W, a distance of 55.00’ to a point of non-tangential curvature; thence, leaving said east 

side of Lancaster Ave, 

 

2. Along an arc, curving to the left, with an arc length of 47.12’, a radius of 30.00’, a chord bearing of N 

73°41’00” E, and a chord length of 42.43’ to a point of tangency on the north side of said Morris Rd; 

thence, along said north side of Morris Rd, 

 

3. N 28°41’00” E, a distance of 130.16’ to a point; thence, leaving said north side of Morris Rd, 

 

4. S 61°19’00” E, a distance of 25.00’ to a point on said title line of Morris Rd; thence, along said title 

line of Morris Rd, 

 

5. S 28°41’00” W, a distance of 160.16’ to said point and PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

  

SAID ABOVE-DESCRIBED tract of land containing within said metes and bounds 4,197 square feet, or 0.0963  

acres of ground (more or less). 

 

 

 

Signed by:        

 

Jason Haynes, PLS 

PA License No. SU075633  
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1900 Market Street, Suite 300 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

T: 215-222-3000 

F: 215-222-3588 

 

www.pennoni.com 

U:\Accounts\LOWMM\LOWM094039 - Morris Ave Vacate\DESIGN\V\SECURE\Legal Descriptions\Legal Description - Lot 2 - LOWM094039.docx 

Legal Description – Proposed Lot - 2 

For Parcel APN: 40-00-31192-00-7  

 

All that certain parcel or tract of land situate in the Township of Lower Merion, Montgomery County, 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as shown on a plan entitled “MORRIS ROAD VACATE – LOT EXHIBIT 

PLAN”, drawing number V0201, Project LOWM094039, prepared by Pennoni Associates Inc., dated April 24TH, 

2026 and last revised June 11th, 2026. 

  

Beginning at a point, labeled on said plan as “P.O.B.”, located on the east side of Lancaster Ave (80’ 

Wide Required Right-Of-Way),  measured N 28°41’00” E, a distance of 40.00’ from the intersection of the title 

line of Lancaster Ave and the title line of Morris Rd (50’ Wide Right-Of-Way), labeled on said plan as “P.O.C.”; 

thence, along said title line of Morris Rd, 

 

1. N 28°41’00” E, a distance of 160.16’ to a point; thence, leaving said title line of Morris Rd, 

 

2. S 61°19’00” E, a distance of 25.00’ to a point on the south side of said Morris Rd; thence, along said 

south side of Morris Rd,  

 

3. S 28°41’00” W, a distance of 160.16’ to a point on said east side of Lancaster Ave; thence, along said 

east side of Lancaster Ave,  

 

4. N 61°19’00 W, a distance of 25.00’ to said point and PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

  

SAID ABOVE-DESCRIBED tract of land containing within said metes and bounds 4,004 square feet, or 0.0920  

acres of ground (more or less). 

 

 

 

Signed by:        

 

Jason Haynes, PLS 

PA License No. SU075633  
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