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PURPOSE B J o

The purpose of this policy is to insure the proper use, handling, and security of firearms
issued to, or carried by officers of this department. This includes providing guidelines
for review, inspection, and prior approval of all firearms intended for use, and
establishing a uniform procedure for personnel who are required to fly armed aboard
commercial aircraft in the performance of their duties.

POLICY
It is the policy of this Department to emphasize the utmost degree of safety and restraint
in all aspects regarding firearms. This includes department training programs,

maintenance, and security of firearms, both on and off duty.

DEFINITIONS

Security Device - Departmental issued weapon retention box and combination lock.

PROCEDURES

A. Use of Firearms

1. Officers shall never display or draw their firearms unnecessarily or in situations in
which the use of deadly force is clearly inappropriate.

2. All firearms discharged while on duty, while off duty, or by accident, shall be
immediately reported as per Policy 3.15.1, Use of Force.
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Officers shall not discharge their firearms at or from a moving vehicle.
Incapacitating the operator of a moving vehicle turns the vehicle into a potentially
uncontrolled lethal weapon.

Firearms may be used to dispatch injured, rabid or attacking animals. In cases of
suspected rabid animals, particularly those that have bitten a person, care should
be taken not to shoot or damage the animal’s head.

Officers shall refrain from carrying a firearm off duty when there is a possibility
that alcoholic beverages are going to be consumed.

B. Department Issued Firearms

1.

All firearms will be reviewed and inspected by the Department armorer before
authorization will be granted for use. Any deficiency will require immediate
removal from service until repaired or corrected. (CALEA 4.3.1 ¢, d) (PLEAC
1.3.8¢)

Officers, while on duty, shall carry only their Department-issued firearms and only
Department-issued ammunition. The Commander of the Staff and Inspections
Unit will maintain a list of all weapons and ammunition approved for use by the
Superintendent of Police. (CALEA 4.3.1a,b) (PLEAC 1.3.8 a, b)

Department issued firearms are not to be altered except by approval of the
Superintendent of Police, and any alterations are to be performed only by a
Department firearm armorer.

Officers are to maintain firearms according to manufacturer’s instructions and
Department policy. Any deficiencies found with the firearm are to be promptly
reported. (CALEA 14.3.1d)

Department issued firearms may not be carried in any employment outside this
department.

C. Training

1.

2.

All newly hired personnel shall qualify and demonstrate proficiency on all agency
authorized firearms and/or weapon systems before authorization is granted to
carry such weapons on duty and, if applicable, off duty. (PLEAC 1.3.9 a)

All officers must qualify annually and demonstrate proficiency with every
department-issued firearm they carry, or are authorized to use, as mandated by
the Pennsylvania Municipal Police Officers’ Education and Training Commission
and Department Standards. Training will include a review of Departmental Use
of Force Policy. This training and qualification is to be conducted by a certified
firearms instructor. (CALEA 4.3.2,4.3.3 a) (PLEAC 1.3.10 a, ¢)
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3. All personnel shall demonstrate satisfactory skill and proficiency on any newly
implemented firearm before authorization is granted to carry and/or use such
weapon. (PLEAC 1.3.9 ¢)

4. All safety practices will be observed during training, and all instructions and/or
directions of a Department range officer are to be strictly obeyed.

5. Officers may choose to engage in extra training at the Department firing range
with prior approval of a range officer.

6. No officer will be permitted to carry a department-issued firearm without
maintaining his or her firearm certification.

7. Failure to qualify with the weapon will result in remedial training as soon as is
practical. Continued failure to qualify may result in disciplinary action. (CALEA
4.3.3c) (PLEAC 1.3.10 e)

8. Firearms Instructors are to document each training session and submit a
Firearms Training Report. (CALEA 4.3.3 b) (PLEAC 1.3.10d)

9. Annual qualification will include a review and an inspection of all weapons by a
certified armorer or weapons instructor. (CALEA 4.3.1c) (PLEAC 1.3.8 ¢)

10.The Staff and Inspections Unit supervisor is responsible for maintaining the
written records authorizing each firearm for use and the written records submitted
by the firearms instructors on the annual firearms qualifications and training.
These records are to be updated annually and may be expunged after a period of
three years. (CALEA 4.3.1e) (PLEAC 1.3.8d)

D. Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas Firearms Policy
1. Officers on official police business who appear in Court wearing their uniform are
permitted to carry a firearm provided that the firearm is in an agency approved
security holster.
2. Officers who appear in Court wearing plain clothes are permitted to carry a
firearm provided that it is in an agency approved security holster and they wear
their badge plainly visible on the outermost garment.

3. No officer may carry a firearm during court proceedings when he or she is a
litigant or otherwise not on official business.

E. Safety and Security of Firearms (CALEA 4.3.1f)

1. All officers are responsible for the proper handling and security of their issued
firearm, both on and off duty.
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During those periods when an officer is off duty and is not in physical possession
of the Department issued handgun, it is to be secured in one of the following
locations:

a. The Departmental issued security device, which is to be mounted to a
permanent object in the officer's home or placed in an inconspicuous location.

b. The internal locked compartment of the locker assigned to the Departmental
member.

F. Flying armed on duty

1.

Members of the department having the operational need to fly armed in the
performance of their duties shall adhere to the following guidelines established
by the Transportation Security Administration / Federal Air Marshal Service /
Office of Law Enforcement.

The Departments Communication Center must transmit a properly formatted
message via NLETS to ORI VAFAMO0199, within a minimum of 24 hours prior to
travel to ensure routing of the information.

A National Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (NLETS) receipt, with
unique alphanumeric identifier, is transmitted from the Transportation Security
Operations Center to this department.

The officer(s) flying armed must complete the approved Federal Air Marshal
Service training course administered by a department firearms instructor prior to

flying.
On the day of travel the officer must:
a. Notify the airline at least one (1) hour prior to your arrival.

b. Arrive at least one (1) hour before flight departure and check in at the ticket
counter.

c. Present identification along with the Original Letter of Authority from the
Superintendent of Police.

d. Fill out the armed traveler paperwork provided by the airline, referred to as
Person Carrying Firearms (PCFA) forms.

e. Proceed to the Armed Law Enforcement Officer Screening Checkpoint.

f. Provide the Unique Identifier from the NLETS message.
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g. Display his/her badge, police identification, boarding pass, a second form of
government identification, and required airline PCFA forms.

6. The officer will complete the Law Enforcement Officer logbook and proceed to
the boarding gate.

7. At the boarding gate the officer will provide the Gate Agent with the airline’s
armed traveler paperwork PCFA form, inform the Gate Agent of his/her presence
and status and follow further boarding procedures.

8. The officer then meets with the Pilot in Command, Federal Air Marshal, Federal
Flight Deck Officers and/or other Law Enforcement Officers aboard the flight as
directed.

9. Any officer traveling aboard an aircraft while armed must at all times keep their
weapon concealed and out of view or on their person if in uniform. No individual
may place a weapon in an overhead storage bin.

10.An Aircraft Operator, Ground Security Coordinator, or a Customer Service
Supervisor may assist an officer regarding issues at the ticket counter or at the
boarding gate.

11.The final decision to allow officers to fly armed rest with the aircraft operator. In
the event the officer is denied boarding with a weapon, the weapon must be
placed in checked baggage. The unloaded weapon and ammunition in factory
(boxed) packaging must be placed in separate hard cased, locked containers.
The officer maintains control of the key or combination. A firearms unloaded
declaration form must be completed to accompany the weapon.

G. Transporting prisoners in an airplane

1. Officers must notify the airline at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled departure,
or as much in advance as possible of the following:

a. The identity of the prisoner.
b. The risk level, High-risk or low-risk, defined as follows;

1. High-risk prisoner defined as an exceptional escape risk, and/or
charged/convicted of a violent crime.

2. A low-risk prisoner is any non High-risk prisoner.

2. A minimum of two armed officers must control a High-risk prisoner. Unless
otherwise authorized by the TSA, no more than one High-risk prisoner may be on
the aircraft at one time. If the TSA has authorized more than one High-risk
prisoner to be on a flight, a minimum of one officer for each prisoner and one
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additional officer must control the prisoners. No other prisoners may be under
the control of those officers.

Escorting low-risk prisoners.

a. A minimum of one (1) officer must control a low-risk prisoner on flights of four
(4) hours or less.

b. A minimum of two (2) officers must control a low-risk prisoner on a flight
scheduled for more than four (4) hours.

c. Two (2) officers may control no more than two (2) low-risk prisoners.
d. The officer must accompany and keep the prisoner under control at all times.

e. The prisoner must be handcuffed at all times. The use of leg cuffs is not
permitted.

f. Assure the aircraft operator, before departure, that each prisoner has been
searched and does not have anything that can be used as a weapon.

H. Control of prisoners aboard aircraft.

1.

9.

When possible, board prisoners before other passengers and deplane prisoners
last.

Seat prisoners away from emergency exits and lounge areas.
Seat prisoners in the rear most seats in the aircraft when practical.
Officers should be seated between the prisoner and the aisle of the aircraft.

Airline personnel should not provide prisoners with food, beverages or metal
eating utensils.

Know the location of all other Law Enforcement Officers onboard the aircraft.

In the event of a disruptive passenger, only intervene if requested to do so by
flight crew personnel.

In the event of hijacking do not assist Air Marshals unless requested. If no Air
Marshals are onboard, take necessary action to prevent the loss of life or serious
injury.

Pepper spray, no larger than 4 ounces, is only permitted in checked baggage.

RESPONSIBILITY
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It is the responsibility of all supervisory personnel to ensure that all personnel under
their immediate supervision comply with this policy.



