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Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, Mar 24, 2026 – 7:00 PM  

Hybrid meeting via Zoom or in person at  
Caucus Room, Township Administration Building, 75 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore 

Public Participation: The public may attend in person or virtually via Zoom. The Zoom URL may be obtained by emailing 
EAC@lowermerion.org or calling 610.645.6149 until 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting.   

Dan Sutton– Chair, Adam Cutler – Vice Chair  
Nancy Winkler, Rachel Spigler, Thomas Crookham, 

Joy Waterman, Ellen Kohler 

1. Approval of minutes [5 minutes]
a. Feb 24, 2026

2. Housekeeping [5 minutes]
a. Secretary (note keeping): Ms. Spigler, Ms. Winkler (backup)
b. Timekeeper: Ms. Waterman, Ms. Waterman (backup),

3. Public Comment [10 minutes] [max of 3 minutes each}
4. Sustainability Manager Update [10 minutes]

a. Updates to ongoing Township sustainability ini�a�ves can be found here.
5. Ongoing Business [80 minutes]

a. Mee�ng Reports [10 minutes]
b. EAC Priority Projects Update [30 minutes]

i. Tree Canopy (Ms. Spigler, Ms Kohler)
1. 2026 Give Away Tree project (Mr. Suton) [0 minutes]

ii. Energy Transi�on
1. Building Code to Promote Electrifica�on (Mr. Crookham) [5 minutes]
2. Support for GPLB ordinance (Ms. Winkler) [5 minutes] (Attachment 

1)
3. DVRPC Benchmark Project (Mr. Cutler) [5 minutes]
4. Rewiring America ar�cle (Mr. Crookham) [5 minutes]

iii. Waste Management
1. Compos�ng (Mr. Cutler) [5 minutes]

c. Go For the Green event (Ms. Winkler, Ms. Waterman) [10 minutes]
d. EAC 2025 Annual Report (Mr. Suton) [5 minutes] (Atachment 2)
e. Par�cipa�on in NarbEarth Day (Mr. Suton) [5 minutes] 

https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/16174/1934
https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15725/427
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/sustainability-manager-updates
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/sustainability-manager-updates
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f. Temple Sustainable Master’s Program (Ms. Spigler) [5 minutes]
g. Sustainability Incen�ve Programs (Ms. Kohler) [5 minutes]
h. Bush/grass/weed ordinance review (Ms. Spiegler) [5 minutes]
i. St. Charles MLH project (Ms. Spigler) [5 minutes]

6. New Business [5 minutes]
a. Route 30 Pollinator Corridor (Mr. Suton) [5 minutes]

7. Assignment of Ac�on Items [5 minutes]

Next EAC Meeting: Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

Attachments: 

1. Draft Memo Re: Amendment to Ordinance 4322, Prohibition of Gas Powered Leaf Blowers
2. Draft 2025 Annual Report
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Subject:  Amendment to Ordinance 4322, Prohibition of Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers 
To:   LMT Sustainability Committee:  Commissioners Courtney, Kramer, and Woodring 
From:  Lower Merion EAC 
Date:   24 March 2026 
 
On 19 November 2025, following public comment about the proposed ordinance to phase out use of gas- 
powered leaf blowers, a staff amendment was proposed to remove the words “chemical mists, pesticides” 
from the definition of Leaf Blower. It passed. We request those words be reinstated.  
 
Prior to the November BOC meeting, the proposed ordinance had this language: 
 
Leaf Blower A device that is commonly or primarily used, designed or operated to produce a current of air 
for the purpose of moving, pushing, propelling, dispersing, redistributing or blowing leaves, dust, dirt, 
gardening or grass clippings and cuttings, trimmings from trees and shrubs, refuse, debris, chemical mists, 
pesticides, or other similar material other than snow or water, whether portable and carried, or similar 
machine. 
 
As a result of the staff amendment, the ordinance as adopted has this language: 
 
Leaf Blower A device that is commonly or primarily used, designed or operated to produce a current of air 
for the purpose of moving, pushing, propelling, dispersing, redistributing or blowing leaves, dust, dirt, 
gardening or grass clippings and cuttings, trimmings from trees and shrubs, refuse, debris, or other similar 
material other than snow or water, whether portable and carried, or similar machine.  

 
The argument for removing those three words was that a chemical or pesticide blower is a different piece 
of equipment than a leaf blower. However, the gas-powered blower used for chemical and pesticide 
applications is almost the identical piece of equipment – operating with the same two-stroke internal 
combustion engine – and, in turn, produces the same public health and environmental harms. Including 
such use in the original ordinance was correct.  And the words “other than snow and water” must also be 
removed to avoid gas-powered blowers being utilized for snow removal or other purposes. 
 
Battery-powered models are available and used by pest control businesses in municipalities that have 
prohibited gas powered blowers. Tomahawk, for example, sells both gas and electric chemical blowers. The 
photos below show that these machines are the same as those used for landscaping purposes, but with the 
added container for chemicals that are blown through the tube with high-velocity air. 

    
Exempting gas-powered blowers for only chemical and 
pesticide applications in an ordinance that ends use of the 
same piece of equipment for all other purposes opens the 
door for conflict. Commercial landscapers may ask, “Why can 
those service providers use this machine and we can’t?” 
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This ordinance is intended to protect LMT’s public health, environment, and quality of life. Therefore, the 
gas-powered version of the machine used for chemicals and pesticides – as dangerous as the versions used 
for other purposes specified in the ordinance — must not be exempted. 
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2025 ANNUAL REPORT 
OF LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP’S 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL   
   

Sec�on 13.8 of Chapter 13 of the Township Code, which established the Environmental 
Advisory Council, provides that “the Council shall make an annual report to the Board of 
Commissioners and the Planning Commission. Copies of said reports shall be maintained in the 
offices of the Township.”  The report that follows is submited in fulfillment of that duty. It is also 
meant to serve the purpose of documen�ng the opera�ons, ini�a�ves, ac�vi�es, and 
accomplishments of the Council for the benefit and edifica�on of the public and of the ever-
changing membership of the Council itself.  

   
I. EAC MEMBERS  
   
            The Council func�oned with eight members, as follows:  
   
Chair: Daniel Suton; Vice-Chair: Adam Cutler.  
Members: Nancy Winkler; Steven Kimbrough; Rachel Spigler; Thomas Crookham 
New Members effec�ve January: Joy Lehman Waterman, Ellen Kohler, Zoe Davis 
Completed their commitments December 2024: Mitchell Burack; David Richman 
Moved out of township in August: Zoe Davis 
Completed his commitment October 2025: Steven Kimbrough 
 
LMT Staff Liaison: Paloma Vila 
   
II. EAC ADMINISTRATION  
  

A. At each mee�ng of the EAC, the council discusses the Sustainability Manager’s 
monthly update, which is found on The Township’s website. This process keeps 
members of the EAC informed about The Township’s sustainability priori�es and 
ac�vi�es; thus, providing an opportunity to support the ac�vi�es 

B. EAC members atended a variety of conferences, symposiums, and mee�ngs 
organized by WeConservePA, Delaware County, Sierra Club na�onal and local 
chapter, Reduce Plas�c PA Coali�on, Penn Environment, Montgomery County 
Transi�on Team Subcommitee on Sustainability, EPA Mid-Atlan�c, Zero Waste 
Coali�on, American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA), Associa�on of Lower Merion 
Condominiums, Green Building United, NYC Climate Week, Keystone Energy 
Efficiency Alliance, NRDC. 

C. EAC managed the ‘Go For The Green’ project, with a sustainability expert as 
keynote speaker. 
a. Started designing new delivery plan for this project. 
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D. EAC members con�nued to watch the agenda of township mee�ngs and atend if 
desired, then report to EAC about any sustainability opportuni�es or ac�ons, with 
each member tracking specific commitees. This simplifies administra�on of the 
func�on and keeps everyone involved. 

E. EAC brainstormed ac�ons that could be taken by the EAC to support the Township 
sustainability priori�es. These ideas were explored, then priori�zed. The top four 
are being discussed at each monthly mee�ng. This is a working document 
intended to support EAC focus un�l the end of 2026. 

F. EAC met with two students on St. Joe’s University Dean’s Leadership program 
about opportuni�es for students to support sustainability. 

 
III. INITIATIVES, ACTIVITIES, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
   

A. Annual Reports 
a. The EAC Annual Report for 2024 was writen, reviewed and approved by the EAC. 

B. Community Engagement and Educa�on 
a. Supported table at NarbEarth Day 

C. Energy Transi�on 
a. Regula�ons or Prohibi�ons on Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers 

i. EAC supported the Lawn Equipment Electrifica�on Event. 
ii. EAC supported and appreciated The Township’s passing an ordinance to 

reduce usage of Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers; including wri�ng a leter 
to Sustainability Commitee and Board of Commissioners 

iii. EAC members consulted with other Pennsylvania municipali�es on this 
subject 

b. Worked with Fire Department about their concerns on fire hazards from EVs and 
EV charging systems (EVCS). 

c. Prepared and sent a briefing to Sustainability Commitee that shared exis�ng 
informa�on about data centers and recommending that the sustainability 
commitee co-chairs consider whether this is a land use that the planning 
department should be regula�ng in the Township, given its poten�al energy and 
water usage impacts. 

d. Pennsylvania HB504, PRESS and PACER Legisla�on 
i. EAC produced a leter in support of this legisla�on and submited the 

leter to the BOC reques�ng that they send a leter to Pennsylvania House 
leadership and members. 

D. Mobility 
a. EV Charging: EAC reviewed current legisla�on and decided there were no 

required updates. 
b. Mr. Kimbrough presented new research study on longevity of EV bateries. 

E. Natural Resource Management 
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a. Members supported: 
i. Inter-faith Power and Light tree plan�ng event organized by Paloma 

b. Chapter A177 Plan�ng Materials was reviewed, and a memorandum with 
updates was approved and sent to the Sustainability Commitee for 
considera�on. 

c. Joe Marco (Township Arborist), Thomas McCarthy (Bartlet Tree Experts) and 
Andrew Mink (Bartlet Tree Experts) solicited input from EAC members for the 
Tree Canopy Management Plan in accordance with Sec�on 4.3.2.3 of the 
contracted scope of work. EAC submited a review of the Tree Canopy 
Management Plan submited to us. Of prime note is this plan is only a plan to 
plan. 

F. Waste Management 
a. Supported compost pilots 
b. Single Use Plas�c Bag Ban 

i. Presented Penn Environment’s “Audit On Plas�c Bag Usage” and asked 
Sustainability Manager to support The Township’s par�cipa�on with 
online repor�ng and collec�on of data. 

c. Commingled Recycling: Reviewed the first proposals for The Township’s new 
contract and supported The Township’s decision to rework RFP. 
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