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PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the use, administration, and 
oversight of the approved automated red-light enforcement (ARLE) camera system. 
 
POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the Lower Merion Township Police Department to utilize the ARLE 
camera system to assist with the enforcement of traffic safety laws. The ARLE 
camera system shall be used strictly in accordance with Pennsylvania law. 
 
LEGAL AUTHORITY  (PLEAC 2.4.2) 
 

Department use of ARLE camera systems is authorized under state law (75 Pa.C.S. 
§ 3117) and local ordinance. ARLE may be employed only at intersections approved 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT). 
 
ARLE CAMERA SYSTEM ADMINISTRATOR 
 

A. The Superintendent of Police or his/her designee shall appoint an ARLE camera 
system administrator who will manage the ARLE camera system in accordance 
with 75 Pa.C.S. § 3117. The administrator's responsibilities include but are not 
limited to: 

 
1. Conducting ARLE camera system location request and implementation 

activities in accordance with PennDOT requirements. 
 

2. Establishing any supplemental procedures necessary for the Department to 
comply with 75 Pa.C.S. § 3117, including but not limited to: 
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a. Violation processing (i.e., the process for reviewing and validating 
recorded violations, issuing citations, and handling disputes). 

 
b. Data management (i.e., how data will be used, stored, accessed, 

protected, and destroyed to ensure privacy and security). 
 
c. Evaluation and reporting (i.e., methods for assessing the effectiveness of 

the ARLE camera system and reporting the results accordingly). 
 

3. Coordinating with the Township to post appropriate signs in conspicuous 
places at each intersection in which an ARLE camera system is installed. 
 

4. Supervising and coordinating the timely preparation and processing of 
violation notices and fines and preparing and maintaining all related forms. 

 
5. Ensuring that no frontal images of vehicles are captured by the ARLE camera 

system to establish violations. 
 

6. Maintaining ARLE camera system equipment in accordance with applicable 
vendor contracts or agreements. 

 
7. Remitting fines and submitting reports as required by law. 

 
8. Providing written notices of the proper operation of the ARLE camera system 

as required by law. 
 

9. Maintaining all ARLE-related records in accordance with the established 
records retention schedule and state law. 

 
VIOLATION PROCESSING  (PLEAC 2.4.2) 
 

A. Each potential red-light violation recorded by the ARLE camera system shall be 
reviewed and validated by a trained and authorized officer to confirm that a 
violation occurred.  

 
1. A violation shall not be confirmed if the intersection was under manual control 

or flashing signal at the lime of the occurrence.  
  

2. If a violation is confirmed, a notice of violation to the registered owner of the 
identified vehicle shall be prepared and issued and include all information 
required by law. The notice shall be mailed by first-class mail within 30 days 
of either the date of the violation or the discovery of the identity of the 
registered owner, whichever occurs later.  

 
3. In no case shall a notice be provided more than 90 days after the commission 

of the offense (75 Pa.C.S. § 3117). 
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DISPUTED VIOLATIONS 
 

A. If a cited vehicle owner, within 30 days of the mailing of the notice of violation, 
requests a hearing to contest the alleged violation, the system administrator 
shall coordinate the hearing and any appeals in accordance with the process 
established in the violation notice and state law (75 Pa.C.S. § 3117). 

 
DATA MANAGEMENT  (PLEAC 2.4.2) 
 

A. ARLE camera system data shall be used solely for the enforcement of red-light 
violations and shall not be used for surveillance or any law enforcement activity 
unrelated to traffic enforcement (75 Pa.C.S. § 3117).  

 
1. Access to ARLE data shall be limited to the designated system administrator 

and authorized members, and all access shall be logged and subject to 
supervisory review. 
 

2. ARLE data shall be securely maintained on encrypted servers located either 
on Department controlled premises with restricted access or in a cloud 
environment administered by the ARLE camera system vendor in 
accordance with the CJIS Access, Maintenance, and Security Policy, and in 
accordance with the Protected Information Policy.  

 
3. Data obtained through the ARLE camera system shall not be the property of 

the system manufacturer or vendor. 
 

4. Information captured or generated by the ARLE camera system shall not be 
considered a public record subject to disclosure under the Pennsylvania 
Right-to-Know Law (RTKL) (75 Pa.C.S. § 3117). Recorded images shall be 
destroyed within 30 days following the final disposition of the recorded event. 
Documentation of the destruction shall be filed with the Department of State 
in accordance with applicable law. 

 
 
PUBLIC AWARENESS  (PLEAC 2.4.2) 
 

A. The Department's public awareness strategies should include: 
 

1. Publication of the ARLE camera system's purpose, legal authority, operational 
procedures, and locations on the Department's website. 
 

2. Dissemination of educational materials emphasizing traffic safety benefits and 
legal compliance through social media, public meetings, community outreach 
events, and media releases. 

 
3. Encouragement of voluntary compliance with traffic laws through transparent 

communication about enforcement processes and objectives. 
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EVALUATION AND REPORTING  (PLEAC 2.4.2) 
 

The system administrator shall submit an annual report as required by 75 Pa.C.S. § 
3117, which shall include the following information for the prior year: 
 

1. The number of violations and fines issued 
2. A compilation of offenses paid and outstanding 
3. The amount of money paid to a vendor or manufacturer 

 
The system administrator shall conduct periodic assessments of the ARLE camera 
system, including analyses of traffic accident data and violation trends, to measure the 
ARLE camera systems' effectiveness in supporting the Department's traffic safety goals. 
 


