
 
 

 

2024 ANNUAL REPORT 
OF LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP’S 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL   
   

Sec�on 13.8 of Chapter 13 of the Township Code, which established the Environmental 
Advisory Council, provides that “the Council shall make an annual report to the Board of 
Commissioners and the Planning Commission. Copies of said reports shall be maintained in the 
offices of the Township.”  The report that follows is submited in fulfillment of that duty. It is also 
meant to serve the purpose of documen�ng the opera�ons, ini�a�ves, ac�vi�es, and 
accomplishments of the Council for the benefit and edifica�on of the public and of the ever-
changing membership of the Council itself.  

   
I. EAC MEMBERS  
   
            The Council remained at its authorized complement of nine members, as follows:  
   
Chair: Daniel Suton; Vice-Chair: Adam Cutler.  
Members: Mitchell Burack; David Richman; Nancy Winkler; Steven Kimbrough; Rachel Spigler; 
Thomas Crookham; Ann Nozica 
 
LMT Staff Liaison: Paloma Vila 
   
II. EAC ADMINISTRATION  
  

A. At each mee�ng of the EAC, the Sustainability Manager provided a monthly 
update. This process keeps members of the EAC informed on The Townships 
sustainability priori�es and ac�vi�es; thus, providing an opportunity to support 
the ac�vi�es 

B. EAC members atended a variety of conferences, symposiums, and mee�ngs 
organized by WeConservePA, Delaware County, Sierra Club na�onal and local 
chapter, Southern Pennsylvania Single-Use Plas�c Bag Ban Coali�on, Penn 
Environment, Montgomery County Transi�on Team Subcommitee on 
Sustainability, EPA Mid-Atlan�c, Zero Waste Coali�on, American Green Zone 
Alliance (AGZA), Associa�on of Lower Merion Condominiums. 

C. Members of the EAC were assigned to each of the Sustainability Ambassador 
Working Groups. The role of EAC members was to be a liaison and to ensure that 
the groups were suppor�ng BOC priori�es and the Sustainability Plan. This 
support ended in July 2024 when the work groups were disbanded. 

D. A�er a presenta�on to EAC of solar installa�on cash flow analysis, Ms. Winkler 
noted that having the total cost incurred at the beginning of project produced 
skewed results since LMT would fund the project via bonds and the cost would 



 
 

 

occur over several years. Adjus�ng the financial analysis would make the project 
more financially viable. 

E. EAC managed the ‘Go For The Green’ project, changing format this year and 
having a sustainability expert be a keynote speaker. 

F. EAC sent a recommenda�on that the Township’s Sustainability Coordinator should 
be full-�me. 

G. In September, EAC decided that a member would watch the agenda of township 
mee�ngs and atend if desired, then report to EAC any sustainability opportuni�es 
or ac�ons. The person who performed this func�on changed monthly. In 
December, we decided that each member should track one commitee. This 
simplifies administra�on of the func�on and keeps everyone involved. 

H. EAC brainstormed ac�ons that could be taken by the EAC to support the Township 
sustainability priori�es. These ideas were explored, then priori�zed. The top four 
are being discussed at each monthly mee�ng. This is a working document 
intended to support EAC focus un�l the end of 2025. 

I. In December the Sustainability Manager suggested that her monthly update be 
documented and be made available on LMT website. Thus, our EAC members 
would review the document before each EAC mee�ng, then bring comments and 
ques�ons at our mee�ng. 

 
III. INITIATIVES, ACTIVITIES, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
   

A. Annual Reports 
a. The EAC Annual Reports for 2022 and 2023 were writen, reviewed and approved 

by the EAC. 
B. Community Engagement and Educa�on 

a. Conversa�ons con�nued throughout the year on this complicated issue. The 
primary decision was for us to find local organiza�ons who would choose a topic 
for us to present at an event that they would organize. 

C. Energy Transi�on 
a. Regula�ons or Prohibi�ons on Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers 

i. The EAC tabled the topic following the EAC's submission. 
ii. The EAC noted that Penn Env had writen a dra� ordinance and proposed 

it for municipali�es. 
b. Pennsylvania SB550 

i. EAC produced a leter in support of this bill and submited the leter to 
the BOC reques�ng that they send leter to Pennsylvania House 
leadership and members. 

c. Girl Scout Troup 7171 presented a request that we support an ordinance for An�-
Idling of vehicles near school grounds. Only the Lower Merion School Board 
could implement an ordinance like this on their proper�es. EAC later determined 



 
 

 

that the Pennsylvania Air Pollu�on Control Act prevented Class A Townships from 
implemen�ng this ordinance. 

d. EAC recommended that BOC send leter of support for the Sierra Clubs leter that 
recommended CCA for Boroughs. 

e. EAC discussed our concerns about exis�ng HVAC companies’ lack of awareness 
on heat pumps. We have tabled this subject since Haverford Township is running 
training for companies. 

D. Mobility 
a. EV Charging Ordinance and related Zoning Ordinance have been researched 

extensively. 
b. When Building and Planning suggested removal of Electric Vehicle Charging 

Systems (EVCS) from an ordinances defini�on of ‘vehicular fueling device’, the 
EAC reviewed and agreed. 

E. Natural Resource Management 
a. Members supported: 

i. The Bio-Blitz to catalog biodiversity within township. 
ii. Tabled with Friends of Cynwyd Trail, and 

iii. Assisted with PHS tree plan�ng event 
b. Chapter A177 Plan�ng Materials was reviewed, and a memorandum with 

updates was approved and sent to the Sustainability Commitee for 
considera�on. 

c. EAC reviewed the property available for Riverbend to purchase and decided to 
support the purchase; especially since Riverbend would be nature custodians for 
the property protec�ng the stream and educa�ng children. The EAC sent a leter 
of support to the Sustainability Commitee, reques�ng that BOC fund a grant to 
support the purchase. This purchase would increase Riverbend’s property from 
20 to 34 acres and provide water access. 

d. In December, EAC discussed a variety of projects for 2025. These projects would 
improve our tree canopy, by giving away trees, by organizing projects to remove 
vines, or sending educa�onal material to households. 

F. Waste Management 
a. Single Use Plas�c Bag Ban 

i. This ordinance became effec�ve on January 24, 2024. Ongoing support of 
the Give-A-Bag/Take-A-Bag program was supported during the year by 
tabling at farm markets. 

b. Commingled Recycling: A�er discovery that the Township’s vendor had improved 
their sor�ng facility, a tour for EAC and Sustainability Ambassadors was 
organized, thus raising our faith that true recycling can be accomplished and that 
our residents could recycle more items. The EAC with the Sustainability Manager 
worked with the Refuse Director to create an educa�onal flyer that was 
distributed to residents. 



 
 

 

i. Upon approval of support for this formal no�ce of expansion of 
comingled items, EAC recommended that the Township apply for a $2000 
grant to support the transi�on. The grant was received. 

G. Environmental Coordinator: The EAC sent a memorandum of support to add a 
full-�me staff posi�on, �tled Environmental Coordinator. This person should report to our 
Sustainability Manager 
H. St. Charles Seminary Development Project 

a. EAC members have atended community events on this project and have 
informally interacted with the Mainline Health Staff concerning sustainability 
op�ons. 
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