2021 I Codes go Into Effect
JANUARY 1, 2026
Below are some of the key changes from the 2018 International Residential Code (IRC) to the  2021 International Residential Code (IRC), as adopted by Pennsylvania. Please note that this is not an exhaustive list of all code changes and all work must comply with the 2021 IRC as adopted by Pennsylvania.

Grade floor emergency escape and rescue opening (Plan Review/ Field)
An emergency and rescue opening located such that the bottom of the clear opening is not more than 44 inches above or below the finished ground leveler adjacent to the opening
Townhouse Unit (Plan Review)
A single-family dwelling unit in a Townhouse that extends from foundation to roof and that has a yard or public way on not less than two sides
R310.2.3 Maximum height from floor (Plan Review/ field)
Emergency escape and rescue openings shall have the bottom of the clear opening not greater than 44 inches above the floor 
R310.7.1 Existing emergency escape and rescue openings (Plan Review/ Field)
Where a change of occupancy would require an emergency escape and rescue opening in accordance with section 310.1, operable windows serving as the emergency escape and rescue opening shall comply with the following:
1. An existing operable window shall provide a min net clear opening of 4 sq feet with a min net clear opening height of 22 inches and min net clear width of 20 inches
2. A replacement window where such window complies with both of the following:
a. Meets the size of item 1
b. Replacement window is manufactures largest standard size that will fit in the existing frame or existing rough opening.
R310.7 Alterations or repairs of existing basements (Plan Review/ Field)
New Sleeping rooms created in an existing basement shall be provided with emergency escape and rescue openings in accordance with Section R310.0. Other than new sleeping rooms, where existing basements undergo alterations or repairs, an emergency escape and rescue opening is not required
Exception: An operable window complying with Section 310.7.1 shall be acceptable as an emergency escape and rescue opening
R311.7 Stairways (Plan Review/ Field)
Where required by this code, or provided, stairways shall comply with this section
	Exceptions:
1. Stairways not within or serving a building, porch or deck
2. Stairways leading to non-habitable attics
3. Stairways leading to crawl spaces
R312.2.1 Window opening height (Plan Review/ Field)
In dwelling units, where the bottom of the clear opening window is located less than 24 inches above the finished floor…….
· Opening limitation device or fall prevention device required
· Opening does not allow passage of a 4” sphere
R314.3 Smoke Alarms (Plan review/ Field) 5. In the hallway and in the room open to the hallway in dwelling units where the ceiling height of a room open to a hallway serving bedrooms exceeds that of the hallways by 24 inches
Energy Storage Systems (Plan Review/ Field)
R328.3.1- Individual units generally required to be spaced 3’ apart unless documentation submitted showing it complies with 1207.1.5 of IFC
R328.4- Locations of ESS (Plan Review/ Field)
ESS shall be installed only in the following locations:
1. Detached garages and detached accessory structures
2. Attached garages separated from the dwelling unit living space in accordance with Section R302.6
3. Outdoors or on the exterior side of exterior walls located not less than 3 feet from doors and windows directly entering the dwelling unit
4. Enclosed utility closest, basements, storage or utility spaces within dwelling units with finished or noncombustible walls and ceilings. Walls and ceilings of unfinished wood-framed construction shall be provided with not les than 5/8” Type X gypsum wallboard
R507.3 Footings (decks) (Plan Review/ Field) Footings not required for the following decks:
1. Free standing decks consisting of joists directly supported on grade over their entire length
2. Free standing decks that meet ALL of the following criteria:
a. Joist bear directly on precast pier blocks without support by beams or posts
b. Deck area does not exceed 200 sq feet
c. Walking surface not more than 20” above grade at any point within 36” from deck


E3601.8 Emergency disconnects (Plan Review)
E3606.5 Surge Protection ((Plan Review/ Field)
N1102.4.6 Electrical and communication outlet boxes (air-sealed boxes) (Plan Review/ Field)
Electrical and communication outlet boxes installed in the building thermal envelope shall be sealed to limit air leakage between the conditioned and unconditioned spaces. Electrical and communication outlet boxes shall be tested in accordance with NEMA OS 4, and shall have an air leakage rate of not greater than 2.0 cubic feet per minute at a pressure differential of 1.57 psf. Electrical and communication outlet boxes shall be marked “NEMA OS 4” or “ OS 4” in accordance with NEMA OS 4. Electrical and communication outlet boxes shall be installed per the manufacturer’s instructions and with any supplied components required to achieve compliance with NEMA OS 4.
Pool Spa Code 305.1.1 Construction fencing required
The construction sites for in-ground swimming pools and spas shall be provided with construction fencing to surround the site from the time that any excavation occurs up to the time that the permanent barrier is completed. The fencing shall be not less than 4 feet in height




Builders wishing to use the current 2018 PA UCC must have a design or construction contract signed before January 1, 2026, and apply for the building permit by June 30, 2026 (within six months).
Any design or construction contracts signed on or after January 1, 2026, or permit applications submitted on or after July 1, 2026, must comply with the 2021 PA UCC.



