
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

 BUILDING AND PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Wednesday, February 12, 2025
6:00 PM (Approximately)

Chairperson:  Joshua Grimes 
Vice Chairperson:  Sean Whalen, Jeremiah Woodring

 AGENDA

1. AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE FUNDS HELD IN ESCROW

2. RESOLUTION - AUTHORIZATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY AVENUE
SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

3. APPROVAL OF HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPLICATION

4. APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE FUNDS HELD IN ESCROW

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners approval to release funds held in escrow as
Improvement Guarantees in accordance with §135-7 of the Township Code for the following:
 
1064 & 1080 Mt. Pleasant Road (LOWM 256.31)
Escrow Release No. 9
Amount $ 13,976.00

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
Escrow Release Letters Backup Material
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TOWNSHIP 

OF 

LOWER MERION 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

                                    75 E. Lancaster Avenue 

Ardmore, PA  19003 2376 

Telephone: (610) 645-6200 

www.lowermerion.org 

LOWM 256.31                              February 3, 2025 

 

Christopher Leswing, Director of Building and Planning  
Township of Lower Merion 
75 East Lancaster Avenue 
Ardmore, PA 19003 
 

Re:   1064 & 1080 Mt. Pleasant Road 
 Escrow Release No. 9 
         
Dear Mr. Leswing: 

 

We have received a request for release of escrow funds for the referenced project.  Based on our field 
investigations, we recommend the following release: 

 

          ITEM AMOUNT 

TOTAL     
THIS 

RELEASE 
TOTAL 

RELEASED 
AMOUNT TO     

REMAIN 
 

 

A. Site Preparation      

1. Demolition $30,000.00  $0.00 $30,000.00 $0.00 

2. Clearing and Grubbing $11,000.00 0.00 11,000.00 0.00 

             Subtotal A $41,000.00  $0.00 $41,000.00 $0.00 

        

B. Erosion and Sedimentation Control      

3. Compost Filter Sock $25,440.00 $2,500.00 $25,440.00 $0.00 

4. Tree Protection Fence $6,350.00 1,500.00 6,350.00 0.00 

5. Temporary Compost Sock Diversion Berm $10,280.00 0.00 10,280.00 0.00 

6. Temporary Paved Diversion Berm $75.00 75.00 75.00 0.00 

7. Construction Entrance $7,700.00 3,300.00 7,700.00 0.00 

8. Temporary Sediment Trap #1 $5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 

9. Temporary Sediment Trap #2 $5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 

10. Inlet Protection  $4,500.00 2,250.00 4,500.00 0.00 

11. Erosion Control Blanket $9,310.00 2,000.00 9,310.00 0.00 

             Subtotal B $73,655.00  $11,550.00 $73,655.00 $0.00 

      

C. Roadway Paving, Walks, Curbing     

12. 1.5" ID-2 Wearing $34,110.00 $0.00 $0.00 $34,110.00 

13. 5" Binder Course $47,375.00 0.00 37,900.00 9,475.00 

14. 6" PADOT 2A Modified Stone $34,110.00 0.00 27,228.00 6,822.00 

15. Granite Curb $51,030.00 0.00 51,030.00 0.00 

             Subtotal C $166,625.00  $0.00 $116,158.00 $50,467.00 
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LOWM 256.31  February 3, 2025 

 ITEM AMOUNT 

TOTAL     
THIS 

RELEASE 
TOTAL 

RELEASED 

AMOUNT TO     
REMAIN 

D. Stormwater Management      

16. 6" PVC $19,500.00 $0.00 $19,500.00 $0.00 

17. 8" PVC RWC $13,680.00 0.00 13,680.00 0.00 

18. 12" PVC $16,520.00 0.00 16,520.00 0.00 

19. 15" HDPE $17,150.00 0.00 17,150.00 0.00 

20. 2'x2' Sump/Junction Box $4,000.00 0.00 4,000.00 0.00 

21. 2'x4' Inlet Type M $5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 

22. 2'x2' Inlet  $15,000.00 0.00 15,000.00 0.00 

23. Rain Garden Inlet $10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.00 

24. 2'x4' Inlet Type C $15,000.00 0.00 15,000.00 0.00 

25. Manhole $12,000.00 0.00 12,000.00 0.00 

26. Connection to Existing Storm Pipe $1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 

27. Level Spreader $3,000.00 0.00 3,0000.00 0.00 

28. Rain Garden #1.1 $10,000.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 

29. Rain Garden #1.2 $10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.00 

30. Rain Garden #2.1 $10,000.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 

31. Rain Garden #2.2 $10,000.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 

32. Infiltration Bed #1.1 $39,000.00 0.00 39,000.00 0.00 

33. Infiltration Bed #1.2 $38,000.00 0.00 38,000.00 0.00 

34. Infiltration Bed #1.3 $78,500.00 0.00 78,500.00 0.00 

35. Infiltration Bed #2.1 $50,000.00 0.00 50,000.00 0.00 

36. Infiltration Bed #2.2 $50,000.00 0.00     50,000.00             0.00 

             Subtotal D $427,350.00  $0.00 $397,350.00 $30,000.00 

        

E. Sanitary Main Extension      

37. 8" PVC $48,900.00 $0.00 $48,900.00 $0.00 

38. Manhole $18,000.00 0.00 18,000.00 0.00 

39. Connection to Existing Storm Pipe $1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 

40. Air Testing $5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 

41. As-Built Plan $3,000.00 0.00      3,000.00 0.00 

            Subtotal E $75,900.00  $0.00 $75,900.00 $0.00 

        

F. Miscellaneous      

42. Road Control Monuments 11,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $11,200.00 

43. Pervious Rubberway $12,850.00 0.00 0.00 12,850.00 

44. Retaining Walls $17,430.00 0.00 14,430.00 3,000.00 

45. Street Signs and Striping $1,000.00 0.00 500.00 500.00 

46. As-Built Plan   $2,000.00             0.00             0.00      2,000.00 

            Subtotal F $44,480.00  $0.00 $14,930.00 $29,550.00 

        

G. Landscaping & Lighting     

47. Deciduous Trees $164,450.00 $0.00 $60,000.00 $104,450.00 
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LOWM 256.31  February 3, 2025 

 ITEM AMOUNT 

TOTAL     
THIS 

RELEASE 
TOTAL 

RELEASED 
AMOUNT TO     

REMAIN 

48. Evergreen Shrubs $4,160.00 0.00 0.00 4,160.00 

49. Evergreen Trees $25,200.00 0.00 0.00 25,200.00 

50. Lighting $5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 

51. Final Stabilization and Grading         5,000.00            0.00             0.00       5,000.00 

 Subtotal G $203,810.00 $0.00 $65,000.00 $138,810.00 

      

 Subtotal A thru G $1,032,820.00  $11,550.00 $783,993.00 $248,827.00 

 Engineering & Contingencies 103,282.00 1,155.00 78,282.00 25,000.00 

 Total Cost of Improvements $1,136,102.00  $12,705.00 $862,275.00 $273,827.00 

 Plus 10%      113,610.00 1,271.00 86,100.00 27,510.00 

 

110% of the Cost of Improvements per Section 
509 of the Municipal Code $1,249,712.00  $13,976.00 $948,375.00 $301,337.00 

 Retainage   0.00   (57,831.00)     57,831.00 

 TOTAL  $13,976.00 $890,544.00 $359,168.00 

 

 
 
Release to Developer:  $13,976.00   

 
 
Balance to Remain in Escrow Account:    $359,168.00 

       

 
 
We recommend a release of escrow in the amount of $13,976.00.  As there is currently a balance of 
$373,144.00, following this release of $13,976.00, the balance remaining in the account will be 
$359,168.00.               
 
Two Declarations of Completion are attached and must be signed and dated by the Township Manager 
following authorization of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Please advise if we may be of further assistance in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph A. Mastronardo, PE 
PENNONI ASSOCIATES 
Township Engineer 
 
 
cc:   Colleen Hall, Senior Planner 
 The Galman Group, 261 Old York Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  RESOLUTION - AUTHORIZATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY AVENUE
SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners adoption of a Resolution to appoint Timothy
Maguire to the Board of Directors of the City Avenue Special Services District for a term that expires
December 23, 2028.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
Issue Briefing Issue Briefing

Resolution Backup Material
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1 

 

TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

Building and Planning Committee 

 

Issue Briefing 

 

 

Topic: Consider for adoption a resolution to appoint members to the Board of Directors 

of the City Avenue Special Services District 

 

Prepared By: Christopher Leswing Director Building & Planning 

 

Date:  February 7, 2025  

 

I. Action To Be Considered By The Board: 

 

Adopt a resolution appointing Timothy J. Maguire to the City Avenue Special Services District 

(CASSD) Board of Directors for a term to expire on December 23, 2028. 

 

II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration: 

 

The Articles of Incorporation of the City Avenue Special Services District provide that Board of 

Director's seats that are representative of Lower Merion Township be approved by the governing 

body of the Township of Lower Merion through a resolution of the Board of Commissioners. 

 

III. Current Policy Or Practice (If Applicable): 

 

The Board of Commissioners has generally approved nominations presented by the City Avenue 

Special Services District in accord with the articles of incorporation. 

 

IV. Other Relevant Background Information: 

 

The CASSD Board of Directors support the nominations. Mr. Maguire is being appointed to 

complete the term of former board member Janet Guiliani, which runs through December 23, 2028. 

Mr. Maguire’s career spans more than 30 years, currently as a Chairman of Karr Barh Associates 

where he is responsible for managing more than 350 financial professionals and serves over 

120,000 households and businesses throughout the tri-state area. Mr. Maguire is an alumnus of 

Saint Joseph’s University and remains connected to the University as a Chairman of the Haub 

School of Business Board of Visitors. 

 

V. Impact On Township Finances: 

 

This application has no impact on Township finances. 

 

VI. Staff Recommendation: 

 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the resolution. 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A MEMBER TO THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CITY AVENUE 
SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA 
AND LOWER MERION TO FILL SEATS THAT ARE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP. 

 

WHEREAS, as a vacancy exists in a seat on the Board of Directors of the City Avenue 

Special Services District of Philadelphia and Lower Merion that is representative of Lower Merion 

Township, and  

WHEREAS, the Articles of Incorporation of the City Avenue Special Services District 

provide that individuals to be appointed to fill those vacant seats that are representative of Lower 

Merion Township be appointed by the governing body of the Township of Lower Merion through 

a resolution of the Board of Commissioners.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the 

Township of Lower Merion hereby appoints the following individuals to the City Avenue Special 

Services District Board of Directors to serve the following terms:  

 

Name     Term Commences  Term Expires  

Timothy Maguire  January 17, 2025  December 23, 2028 

 

 ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion the 

_______day of _____________, 2025.  

 

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

 

 

       By:  _____________________________ 

        Todd M. Sinai, President 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPLICATION

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners approval of the following application as
recommended by the Historical Commission at their meeting held on January 27, 2025:
 
a) 1520 North Spring Mill Road, Villanova, Class 2, 2025-R-02 – approval to replace all wood windows,
French doors, and shutters in the original section home, citing Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
Slides Backup Material
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2/6/2025

1

Historical Commission

1520 North Spring Mill Road, Villanova

Class 2

Action:
Approval to replace all wood windows, French doors, 
and shutters in the original section home, citing Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.

25

26
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2/6/2025

2

Rear addition – Approved by the Board in July, 2024

Existing Proposed

Property owner has proposed to replace elements in existing portion of home

Windows

Shutters

French
Doors

27

28
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners approval of the following certificates of
appropriateness as recommended by the Historical Architectural Review Board at their meeting held on
February 4, 2025:

a) 36 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District, 25-05 – approval to install a wall sign
above the storefront and an illuminated projecting blade sign on the front façade, citing Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.

b) 36 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District, 25-06 – retroactive approval to install a
new front entrance door and construct a pair of wood sheds at the rear elevation, with a change to the design of
the railing and all pressure-treated wood elements to be painted or stained, citing Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards 9 and 10.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
Slides Backup Material
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2/5/2025

1

HARB

36 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District (Signs)

25-05

Action:
Approval to install a wall sign above the storefront and 
an illuminated projecting blade sign on the front façade, 
citing Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.

2

3
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2/5/2025

2

Proposed flat panel wall sign above storefront

Proposed bracket-mounted sign with illumination

4

5
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2/5/2025

3

HARB

36 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District (Exterior)

25-05

Action:
Retroactive approval to install a new front entrance door 
and construct a pair of wood sheds at the rear elevation, 
with a change to the design of the railing and all 
pressure-treated wood elements to be painted or stained, 
citing Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.

6

7
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2/5/2025

4

Front door was replaced; new door found to be more appropriate than old

Previous Door Newly Installed Door

Wood structures were built over rear entrance and basement door

Rear Elevation - Before Rear Elevation - After

8

9
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2/5/2025

5

View of sheds from Rittenhouse Place

10
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