
 

Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, July 23, 2024 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

Hybrid meeting via Zoom or in person at 
Caucus Room, Township Administration Building, 75 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore 

              

Public Participation: The public may attend in person or virtually via Zoom. The Zoom URL may be obtained by emailing 
EAC@lowermerion.org or calling 610.645.6149 until 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Public comments will be accepted until 
12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting and can be provided via email to EAC@lowermerion.org, by postal mail addressed to Lower 
Merion Environmental Advisory Council via US Mail at 75 E. Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003, or by phone to 610.645.6149. 
              

Dan Sutton– Chair, Adam Cutler – Vice Chair 
David Richman, Mitchell Burack, Nancy Winkler, Steve Kimbrough, Rachel Spigler, Thomas Crookham 

1. Approval of minutes  
a. June 25, 2024 

2. Housekeeping [5 minutes] 
a. Assign EAC member to take and upload meeting notes 
b. Assign EAC member to review Township meeting agendas for July 24 – September 23  
c. Assign EAC member to perform time keeping during this meeting. 

3. Subdivision and Land Development Review 
None 

4. Sustainability Manager Update [Attachment 1] [10 minutes] 
5. Ongoing Business  

a. EAC Annual Reports [5 minutes] 
i. 2024 

b. Meeting Reports [10 minutes] 
c. Committee Reports [20 minutes] 

i. Mobility 
• Proposed EV Charging Ordinance Update (Mr. Burack) [Attachment 2] [15 minutes] 

ii. Waste Minimization 
iii. Community Engagement & Education 
iv. Energy Transition 
v. Natural Resources Management 

6. New Business [35 minutes] 
a. Proposed EAC Vacancy Notice (Mr. Sutton) [Attachment 3] [5 minutes] 
b. Memo of support for 2025 Sustainability Budget (Mr. Sutton) [Attachment 4] [10 minutes] 
c. Chapter A177 Planting Materials (Mr. Sutton) Attachments 5&6] [10 minutes] 
d. Recommendation to BOC to send letter of support for CCA for Boroughs. (Ms. Winkler) [Attachment 

7] [10 minutes] 
e. WeConserve PA EAC Fall Gathering – October 5 from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm at Temple University, 

Ambler – budget available for 3-4 EAC members to attend. Lightning Session & Poster Presentation 
proposals due August 29.  

  

 

https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/14857/53
mailto:EAC@lowermerion.org
mailto:EAC@lowermerion.org


 
7. Assignment of Action Items [5 minutes] 
8. Upcoming public meetings [5 minutes] 

• Wednesday, July 31, 2024   Sustainability Committee, approx. 6:45 p.m. 
• Wednesday, July 31, 2024   Building & Planning Committee, approx. 7:15 p.m. 
• Wednesday, August 5, 2024  Board of Commissioners, approx. 7:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, September 4, 2024   Budget Workshop, approx. 6:00 p.m. 
• Monday, September 9, 2024  Planning Commission, approx. 7:00 p.m 
• Tuesday, September 10, 2024  Shade Tree Commission, 7:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, September 11, 2024   Building & Planning Committee, approx. 6:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, September 18, 2024  Board of Commissioners, approx. 7:30 p.m. 

 
Next EAC Meeting: Tuesday, September 24, at 7:00 p.m. 

Attachments: 
1. Sustainability Manager Update 
2. Memo Re: Potential Zoning Code Amendments for EV Charging  
3. Proposed EAC Vacancy Notice 
4. Support for 2025 Sustainability Budget 
5. Review of A177 
6. A177 Planting Materials 
7. Policy Support for CCA 

“Bicycle Rack” of Ongoing Topics 
• Single Use Plastic Carry Out Bag Ordinance Education & Outreach 
• Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Regulation 
• White paper regarding idling by municipal vehicles 
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Sustainability Manager Update 
July 23, 2024 

Upcoming events of interest: 
• You can see all sustainability events on the Township Calendar or at 

https://www.lowermerion.org/get-involved  
• Lower Merion Sustainability Ambassadors will be at National Night Out, Ardmore Rock N’ Ride, 

and Bryn Mawr Farmer’s Market in August.  

Sustainability Plan Implementation 
• Recommended 2023-2024 Sustainability Plan Focus Areas were discussed at the September 27 

Sustainability Committee Meeting (Video here) 
• 2025 Focus Areas were discussed at the April 3 Board of Commissioners Workshop (Video here) 
• Below is an update on the 10 priority initiatives approved by the Board of Commissioners in 

2023 
 

I. Solar energy projects at Township facilities 
• Phase 1 (funded) – Penn Wynne Library 

o This project was discussed at the  November 1, 2023 Sustainability Committee meeting 
(Video here) 

o Funded in 2025 CIP for roof and carport, using EECBG funds and federal elective pay 
rebates for over half of the project costs 

o Township Engineer currently evaluating site conditions, refining plans, and requesting 
interconnection permit from PECO  

• Phase 2 (proposed)  
o Roof and carport proposed for Ludington Library 
o Discussion of the proposed project and authorization to submit Montco 2040 grant 

application and commit to 20% grant match was discussed at the February 7, 2024 
Sustainability Committee meeting (video here) 

o Montco2040 Implementation grant was awarded on May 23, 2024 
o Township matching funds proposed for 2026 CIP 

• March 4-March 25 – Worked with the Philadelphia Energy Authority (PEA) to add around $2.6M 
for Township’s proposed solar projects to PEA’s submission for the EPA Climate Pollution 
Reduction (CPRG) Grant.  
 

II. Community Engagement 
• Sustainability Coordinator position is being proposed for 2025 budget to continue on a 

permanent, full-time basis the engagement work performed by the current Sustainability 
Intern. This will be presented to the Board at the September 4, 2024 Budget Workshop.  

• Sustainability Manager had 1 speaking engagement in January, 1 in February, 3 in March, 2 in 
April, 1 in June 

• Lower Merion Sustainability has a standing table at the Bryn Mawr Farmer’s Market on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month.  

https://www.lowermerion.org/get-involved
https://lowermerion.novusagenda.com/Agendapublic/MeetingView.aspx?MeetingID=1201&MinutesMeetingID=-1&doctype=Agenda
https://lowermerion.novusagenda.com/Agendapublic/MeetingView.aspx?MeetingID=1201&MinutesMeetingID=-1&doctype=Agenda
https://youtu.be/yzCJdrc0gSM?si=Sx55BekHBcaMD9vO
https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15229/53
https://youtu.be/HrMSjSk-UuU?si=3v_u3ye5j8FHEdEb
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28636/638340192319970000
https://youtu.be/GRlWxLrjI5o?si=HNk0VeEdc7lFo0IZ
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28923/638424794416270000
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28923/638424794416270000
https://youtu.be/jN3w9BGJKxM?si=MOvdUU3Eshu3fJkD


ATTACHMENT 1 
SUSTAINABLITY MANAGER UPDATE 

• Sustainability Ambassador Working Groups had 2 community events in March, 10 in April, 3 in 
May, 2 in June  

• Sustainability Ambassadors Bulletin sent weekly since November 10 
Currently 49 Working Group members and 629 Sustainability Ambassadors on email list  

• Updates to Township website: 
o Get Involved  
o Everyday Sustainability Actions  
o Earth Month 
o Compost Pilot 
o Request a Shade Tree 
o Give a Bag, Take a Bag 

III. Annual Sustainability Report 
• Expected completion in August/September 

IV. Vehicle fleet continued electrification 
• There are currently 10 electric vehicles and 4 EV charging stations (8 plugs) in the Township fleet  
• Adding 2 electric vehicles and 1 EV charging station (2 plugs) to the Township fleet was 

discussed at the February 7, 2024 Finance Committee Meeting (video here) and narrowly 
approved at the February 21, 2024 Board of Commissioners Meeting (video here) 

• Currently reviewing with Fleet Manager proposed 2025 vehicles to be transitioned.  
• Consultant offered through DEP’s Shared Energy Manager program is exploring facility needs 

for continued fleet EV expansion.  
V. Electric vehicle charging stations for public use  

• The Sustainability Committee authorized installation of 4 EV charging stations at Lot 7 (Bryn 
Mawr Station), free parking while fueling, and $0.20/kWh to fuel from 7am-11pm and 
$0.15/kWh to fuel from 11pm-7am. This was discussed at the May 1, 2024 Sustainability 
Committee meeting (video here) 

VI. Pilot food waste compost program  
• Pilot Community Compost Program 

i. Ardmore Public Library location opened June 15 and is averaging around 400 lbs of 
food waste diversion per week! 

ii. More locations opening soon - fill out the Interest form at 
https://www.lowermerion.org/Compost  

iii. Currently 296 responses to the interest form 
• Township Administration – office food waste collection started May 28, 2024 and nearly 200 lbs 

of organic waste has been diverted so far 
• July 31 Sustainability Committee – requesting permission to apply for the USDA Composting 

and Food Waste Reduction (CFWR) grant for a curbside composting pilot program in 2025 
• Expansion of community compost to 6 locations and continuation of Township Admin Building 

is proposed for the 2025 Operating Budget.  
VII. Community-wide tree planting and protection initiatives 

• Tree Intern position to be advertised in early summer, with intern to start in August 
• Tree Request Form – Continue sharing throughout the community  

o 293 responses since June 2023, 165 of which are to be considered for 2024 planting.  

https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/get-involved
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/get-involved/everyday-sustainability-actions
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/earth-month-form
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/waste-minimization/compost-pilot
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/sustainability-township-services/request-a-shade-tree
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/single-use-carry-out-plastic-bag-ordinance/give-a-bag-take-a-bag
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28917/638424793710270000
https://youtu.be/jN3w9BGJKxM?si=MOvdUU3Eshu3fJkD
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28998/638436964776100000
https://youtu.be/B3xo1TuPJfM?si=ELUVmXZJFrH9cNdE
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/29220/638497415965330000
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/29220/638497415965330000
https://youtu.be/8H388mvgr90?si=v3D0Wlwi-KyCotlc
https://www.lowermerion.org/Compost
https://www.lowermerion.org/requestatree
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o All 200 locations for November 2024 ROW Tree planting have been designated! Future 
responses to the Tree Request Form will be considered for 2025 planting. 

• Tree Canopy Management Plan – Bid was awarded on January 17, 2024. This was discussed at 
the January 10, 2024 Finance Committee meeting (video here) 

o The consultant is expected to input from the EAC in coming months 
• More trained Tree Tenders are needed to grow tree planting efforts! 

o A small amount of funds will be available to pay for Tree Tenders training in 2024 – 
contact me for details 

• Funding is proposed for 2025 Operating Budget for increased tree planting efforts and 
consultant to complete Phase 3 (Ordinance Review) and Phase 4 (Selective Tree Inventory) of 
the Tree Canopy Management Plan RFP. 

 
VIII. Township HVAC equipment inventory and transition  

• Township engineer will be completing inventory this fall. 
• Board of Commissioners authorized geothermal at the new Ardmore Ave Community Center 

during the April 10, 2024 Parks & Recreation Committee meeting (video here) 
IX. Beneficial reuse programs and additional recycling streams 

• We are working on potential updates to the Township website and making residents aware of 
what materials can be recycled. 

Other Township Initiatives  
• Update to Chapter A177 of the Township Code – Planting Materials and Specifications 

o The EAC is asked to offer suggestions for updating the list 
• Community Solar 

o The Township letter of support for Pennsylvania House Bill No. 1842, an Act providing 
for community solar facilities, was discussed at the March 6, 2024 Sustainability 
Committee Meeting (video here). It was signed following the March 20 BOC Meeting. 

• Schauffele Plaza 
o Learn more about Schauffele Plaza at www.lowermerion.org/plaza or watch the project 

presentation. 
o Several informational events occurred throughout the summer 

• Ashbridge House 
o Design for renovations to Ashbridge house incorporating sustainability measures. These 

were discussed at the March 6, 2024 Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting (video 
here) 

• Ardmore Avenue Community Center (AACC) and Positive Aging Lower Merion (PALM) building 
renovations 

o Feasibility Study and Community Meeting PowerPoint are available on the Township 
Website 

o Renovation plans and proposed sustainability features discussed at the April 10, 2024 
Parks & Recreation Committee meeting (video here). BOC gave green light to pursue 
geothermal HVAC 

• Plastic Bag Ordinance 
o Enforcement effective January 21, 2024 

https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28815/638400617486500000
https://youtu.be/Zj8zORdsvHw?si=bNluKik0WASaFDAQ
https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15231/53
https://youtu.be/V_KYIbhQ3X8?si=WnDj2eYBh0l0MRKu
https://ecode360.com/6535728
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/29036/638448938045270000
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/29036/638448938045270000
https://youtu.be/XkXggSnjolo?si=mghS6BAo9XV3SFPy
http://www.lowermerion.org/plaza
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=snd5pLnmhcU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=snd5pLnmhcU
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/building-and-planning-department/long-range-plans-projects/commercial-corridors-economic-development/ardmore-commercial-district-planning/schauffele-plaza/schauffele-plaza-events
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/29032
https://youtu.be/XkXggSnjolo?si=VSWrE4XXWVvWqWBM
https://youtu.be/XkXggSnjolo?si=VSWrE4XXWVvWqWBM
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/parks-and-recreation-department/master-plans-improvement-projects-and-studies/ardmore-avenue-community-center-and-the-palm-center-feasibility-study
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/parks-and-recreation-department/master-plans-improvement-projects-and-studies/ardmore-avenue-community-center-and-the-palm-center-feasibility-study
https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15231/53
https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15231/53
https://youtu.be/V_KYIbhQ3X8?si=WnDj2eYBh0l0MRKu
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o Give a Bag / Take a Bag Initiative supported by Common Space, Bethel AME, and 
ElderNet. Current list of GABTAB locations 

• Gas Powered Leaf Blower Ordinance: 
o Concerns with gas-powered leaf blowers or desires to regulate them should be 

submitted via Report-IT so they can be tracked and reported to commissioners and 
staff 

o Incentives for residents to transition to electric leaf blowers are being proposed for 
the 2025 Operating Budget, as well as purchase of electric leaf bowers and a pilot 
project for Township Parks.  

o Staff and EAC member joined discussions with Narberth and Cheltenham EAC and 
PennEnvironment to discuss a regional approach 

• Active Transportation Plan 
o Webpage is being populated with updates 

• City Ave Special Services District Landscape Plan 
o Plan presented to public on January 17. Recording available here  

2024 Anticipated Board of Commissioner/Sustainability Committee meetings: 
• 3Q2024 

• July 31 – Request for matching funds for USDA Composting grant program 
• September 4 – Operating Budget Workshop 

• 4Q2024  
• Benchmarking ordinance recommendations 

Upcoming EAC meetings: 
o September 24 
o October 29 
o November 19 
o December 17 

https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/single-use-carry-out-plastic-bag-ordinance/give-a-bag-take-a-bag
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/building-and-planning-department/long-range-plans-projects/transportation-planning/active-transportation-plan
https://cityave.org/city-ave-landscape-master-plan-virtual-presentation-recording-available/
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Draft for discussion at July 23, 2024 EAC meeting;  MEB-6/14/24 

 
INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY FOR EAC PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS  TO LMT ZONING ORDINANCE 
 

The goals of the EAC proposed amendments to the LMT zoning 
ordinance are: 

 
Goal #1--Elimina�on of default applica�on of zoning restric�ons which are 
appropriate for gas sta�ons and vehicle repair garages, but not appropriate for EV 
charging;  

 
• Proposal:   

 
 Amendment of the defini�on of “auto-related use” in 

Sec�on 155-2.1 to delete  inclusion of EV charging Sta�ons 
(EVCS), ( See App.A-p.5);  

 
• Background:   

 
 The current inclusion of EVCS in the defini�on of “auto-

related use”  began with the February  2020 amendments 
to the Zoning Code. Perspec�ves on the necessity for 
conveniently located  electric chargers to facilitate 
transi�on to electric vehicle use were subsequently 
expanded with the adop�on of a Sustainability Plan,  and 
with  incorpora�on of  EVCS provisions  for new 
development in the  2022 amendment of the SALDO.  
Consequently, there is recognized need for a more focused 
approach for regula�ng the loca�on and installa�on of EV 
charging sta�ons.   

 
 A similar issue recently arose from the Sec�on 155-3.5 rules 

for Frontages.  Sec�on 3.5 (h) parenthe�cally defines 
“Vehicular Fueling Device” as “gas pump, electric vehicle 
charging”. This combina�on of terms resulted in unwanted 
prohibi�on of  private charging sta�ons at proper�es not 
having an enclosed garage for charging.  An April 2024 Code 
amendment created an excep�on for installa�on of private 
EV charging at single family residen�al proper�es where 
there is either no exis�ng garage, or the use of an exis�ng  
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garage is not prac�cable.  Use of the excep�on is now 
con�ngent upon compliance with several specific frontage 
specifica�ons.( See App. A-1—p.6) Those specifica�ons 
have been added to the currently proposed  Supplemental 
Use Sec�on pertaining to Private EVCS, described below, 
and set forth in App.C—pp.8-13. 

 
Goal #2—Establishment of rules for installa�on and opera�on of EV 
charging facili�es, in exis�ng buildings and parking facili�es,  which can  
assure convenience, safety, appropriate loca�onal restric�ons, and  
appropriate use of EV charging facili�es;  

 
• Proposal: 

 
 Designa�on of 4 new Supplemental Uses, with use-

specific loca�onal restric�ons, and installa�on and 
opera�onal rules.   
 

 Incorpora�on of appropriate generic EVCS installa�on and 
EVCS parking space design rules for new development,  
(from the 2022 SALDO  amendment, Sec�ons 135-4.9 
(R)(3) and R(4)),    while  customizing and expanding 
those rules as necessary to allow their applica�on to 
zoning for EXISTING buildings and parking facili�es.   

 
 

Proposed defini�ons for 4 new categories of  Supplemental use            
[For incorpora�on in either the Zoning  defini�ons sec�on  2.1, or at the beginning of the new 
Supplemental Regula�ons-155-10.]   

 
 

• PRIVATE USE EVCS 
 

Defini�on: Single or dual port AC Level 2 EVCS,  installed solely for use by 
property owner or tenant;   
 to charge vehicles for personal use; and  
 requiring dedicated circuit amperage of 80 amps or less; 

 
• GENERAL  USE  EVCS 

 
Defini�on: EVCS  other than a Commercial EV Charging Hub, which has more  than two 
charging ports, or requires dedicated circuit amperage of more than 80 amps;  including 
but not limited to EVCS installed primarily for use by:  
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 Customers and employees of a business opera�ng on the premises;  
 Occupants and guests  of  mul�-family housing; Public  Parking Facility patrons; 

Ins�tu�onal Facility Users and employees;  
 

• VEHICLE FLEET CHARGING EVCS 
 

Defini�on: EVCS used solely for recharging cap�ve vehicle fleet of the opera�on which is 
the primary use of the property; Examples  include (but are not  limited to ) vehicles 
used for: 
 deliveries and pickups;   
 transpor�ng technicians to install or repair equipment; 
 transpor�ng employees engaged in  general administra�ve ac�vity; 
 emergency health care and emergency first -response.    

 
• COMMERCIAL EV CHARGING HUB  

 
Defini�on: For-profit  opera�on of  mul�ple EV Charging Spaces  as a primary use on a 
property, with or without an accessory food service or other use; EV charging shall be 
assumed to be the Primary use if more than 25%  of parking spaces are required EV 
Charging Spaces; 
 

Proposed Supplemental Use regula�ons,  for each of the 4 new  EVCS 
uses 
 

• Loca�onal Restric�ons – 
 

 Appendix B is a proposed amendment to Table 5.3 of the Zoning Ordinance, 
indica�ng Districts where the 4 new charging uses would be allowed.  The 
amended table indicates the following: 

 
 Private Use EVCS would   be allowed as an accessory use, without a permit,  in all 

districts, including LDR (Low Density Residen�al) and MDR ( Medium Density 
Residen�al);  
 

 Vehicle Fleet Charging  Use and General Use EVCS would be allowed, with a 
permit, in VC ( Village Center-Medium Commercial Density);  TC (Town Center—
High commercial density);   NC (Neighborhood Center-Low commercial density);       
LI (Light Industrial); and   I (Ins�tu�onal) districts; 
 

 Commercial Charging Hubs would be allowed, with a permit, in VC,  TC,  NC, and LI 
districts [ and not in Residen�al or Ins�tu�onal districts]; 
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• Proposed  regula�ons for installa�on and opera�on of EVCS --Appendix  C.   
 
 Installa�on of Private Use EVCS 

o Allowed by right without a zoning permit;  
-But  would require compliance   with stated  applicable rules such as the 
electrical code, set forth in new sec�on 10.15.1;  
   -- And subject to the frontage -related restric�ons referenced above at 
p.1 for EV chargers not located within a garage.    
 

 Installa�on of all other Supplemental Uses   
o Requires  a Zoning Permit reflec�ng the applicable Supplementary Use 

regula�ons set forth in proposed new sec�ons 10.15.2, 10.15.3 and 
10/15.4;  as well as any other requirements deemed necessary and 
appropriate for inclusion by the Zoning Officer.   

 
• App.D--Proposed clarifica�on amendment to the defini�on of Electric Vehicle— 

to delete reference to Hybrid Electric Vehicle (HEV) as an example of an Electric 
Vehicle  (because they do not derive electric power or otherwise charge from the grid) 
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APPENDIX A—PROPOSED REVISION OF DEFINITION OF AUTO-
RELATED SERVICES 

 
• AUTO-RELATED SERVICES 

A place of business serving minor auto-related needs, including, but not limited to: 
motor vehicle sales, car rental, minor repairs, retail sales, such as auto parts, �re store, 
gas sta�on, electric vehicle charging sta�on,  and car wash 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://ecode360.com/35685533#35685533
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                          APPENDIX A-1                         
  

 
 

                     Section 3. The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 155, entitled 
Zoning, Article III, General to Districts, § 15 -3.5, Frontages, subsection (F), is hereby amended, 
in relevant part, as follows: 
 

§ 155-3.5. Frontages. 
 

******** 
F. Frontage yards are subject to the requirements of Table 3.5.1, Frontage 

                      Yard Types, and the following: 
 

(1) The following structures and equipment are 
prohibited in frontage yards: 

 
*   *    *    *     *  

(h) Vehicular fueling device (gas pump, electric vehicle 
charging station). 

 
[1] Private electric vehicle charging stations are permitted in residential districts 

provided that they meet the principal building setback of the underlying zoning 
district and the following: 

 
[a] The private electric vehicle charging station shall be placed as close to the 
principal building as practical. 

 
[b] The height of the private electric vehicle charging station shall not 
exceed four (4') feet. 

 
[c]   The private electric vehicle charging station shall be screened from view 
from any frontage or any abutting residential property, to the extent practical and 
feasible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Atachment 2 
Proposal for Zoning Ordinance on EV Charging 

PAGE 7 

APPENDIX B-  PROPOSED AMENDED TABLE 5.3 
PROPOSED INSERT FOR NEW SUPPLEMENTAL USES  
 
KEY:  P=PERMITTED USE;   R=RESTRICTED USE REQUIRING ZONING PERMIT;  

NC=NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER ( LEAST COMMERCIAL DENSITY; VC=VILLAGE CENTER (  
MEDIUM DENSITY);  TC=TOWN CENTER--HIGH COMMERCIAL DENSITY); 
I=  INSTITUTIONAL;   LDR=LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL; MDR=MEDIUM DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL  

 
 SUPPLEMENTAL  USES ALLOWED                                                                       USE  REGULATIONS  

                      
          VC      TC      NC        I         LI       LDR    MDR                I 

                I 
Commercial EV Charging Hub       R        R       R                 R                                                      I   INSERT A 

                                                                                                                             I 
General Use-Related EVCS            R        R       R        R       R                                         I  INSERT B                         

                              I 
Vehicle Fleet Charging EVCS         R        R       R        R       R                                         I INSERT C 

                                        I   

Private  EVCS                                  P      P      P       P      P      P          P              I -INSERT D  
 

[INSERT A]    Zoning permit requirements:  Compliance with all applicable electric code 
requirements for es�mated volume and �mes of electric power use; Compliance with all 
requirements applicable to any accessory use  such as convenience store or fast food restaurant; 
Compliance with permit provisions  pertaining to required number of non-EVCS parking spaces, 
traffic control, opera�ng hours;   Compliance with any other  restric�ons or requirements set forth 
in the zoning  permit, and/or in sec�on 155-10.15.4.    

 
[INSERT B]     Zoning  permit requirements:  Compliance with all applicable electric code 
requirements for es�mated volume and �mes of electric power use;  Compliance with any other  
restric�ons or requirements set forth in the permit, and/or in sec�on 155-10.15.2 

 
[INSERT C-]    Zoning Permit  requirements: Compliance with all applicable electric code 
requirements for es�mated volume and �mes of electric power use;  Compliance with any other  
restric�ons or requirements set forth in the permit, and/or in sec�on 155-10.15.3 
 
[INSERT D]  Compliance with sec�on  155-10.15.1 
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APPENDIX C—PROPOSED NEW SUPPLEMENTAL USE 
REGULATIONS  
 

155-10.15.1--Private use EVCS 
 

   10.15.1a—Allowed as Accessory Use 
   Private Use EVCS, as defined herein, is allowed as an accessory use in any Residen�al 

or Commercial District;     
 

 10.15.1b--EVCS installa�on   
              1. EVCS installa�on shall meet the requirement of all applicable electrical codes. 

2.EVCS installa�ons, not located en�rely within an enclosed  parking garage, shall 
comply with the  Frontage requirements set forth in Sec�on 155-3.5 Frontages, as 
amended by Ordinance No. 4289, April 17, 2024 .   

 
10.15.1c--EVCS cords shall be retractable or have a place to hang the cord and 
connector above the pedestrian surface. Any cords connec�ng the charger to a vehicle 
shall be configured so that they do not cross a driveway, sidewalk, or passenger 

unloading area. 
 
 155-10.15.2—GENERAL USE-RELATED  EVCS   
 

10.15.2.a  - General Use-Related EVCS, as defined herein, shall be permited as a 
Regulated use, in VC, TC,NC, LI, and Ins�tu�onal Districts, subject to the requirements 
and restric�ons of this subsec�on.   

 
10.15.2.b. General Rules 
(i) Compliance with any applicable requirements set forth in Table 5.3;  
(ii) Compliance with all zoning permit requirements, including but not limited to: 
     (A) Cer�fica�on that EVCS infrastructure is sufficient to support electrical power 
requirements for  proposed hours of opera�on, and full capacity opera�on  with 
maximum number of charging ports permited for use, and proposed hours;  
    (B) Hours of opera�on ; 
    (C) Access limited to electric vehicle while ac�vely charging; 
(iii) EVCS  opera�onal hours shall be the  same as  any accessory use commercial 
establishment. 
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10.15.2c   EVCS Equipment Design  and Installa�on  

(i)   Installation of General Use-Related EVCS shall meet the requirements of all 
applicable Electrical Codes and Building Codes.  

(ii)  EVCS cords shall be retractable or have a place to hang the cord and connector 
above the pedestrian surface. Any cords connecting the charger to a vehicle 
shall be configured so that they do not cross a driveway, sidewalk, or passenger 
unloading area.  

(iii)  EVCS outlets and connectors shall be mounted to comply with all relevant 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.  

 (iv)  Where EVCS equipment is provided within an adjacent pedestrian circulation 
area, such as a sidewalk or accessible route to the building entrance, the charging 
equipment must be located so as not to interfere with accessibility requirements. 

(iv) EVCS pedestals shall be designed to minimize potential damage thereto by 
accidents and vandalism and to be safe for use in inclement weather. Pedestal 
location shall be a minimum four feet back from curb or edge of cartway. 

(v)  EVCS shall be protected from vehicle impacts by curbs, wheel stops, bollards, or 
other physical barriers. The EVCS shall be offset a minimum of 24 inches clear 
from the physical barrier.  
 

       10.15.2d-EV Parking Space (EVPS) Design and Location 

 (i)  The minimum dimensions for any EVPS shall comply with parking space rules 
set forth in Section 155-8.6 

(ii)  EVPSs shall be located in parking spaces which are desirable and convenient to 
incentivize the use of electric vehicles.  

(iii) Any EVPS available for public use shall be marked with a sign indicating that 
their use is either reserved for EVs or preferred for use by EVs.  

(iv) The following information shall be posted at each EVCS:  

[1]  Voltage and amperage levels;  

[2]  Hours of operation and time limits;  

[3]  Usage fees, if any;  

[4]  Safety information;  
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[5]  Contact information to facilitate reporting when equipment is 
not operating correctly or other issues.  

(v) Adequate  Site lighting shall be provided for  the area where an EVCS is 
installed unless the parking area is limited to daytime use only.  

 
 
 
 
155-10.15.3—Vehicle  Fleet Charging EVCS 
 

10.15.3a—Vehicle Fleet Charging EVCS, as defined herein, shall bepermited as a 
Regulated Use in VC, TC, LI, and Ins�tu�onal Districts, subject to the requirements and 
restric�ons of this subsec�on;  
 
10.15.3b ( General Rules)  
(i) Compliance with any applicable requirements set forth in Table 5.3 
(ii)Compliance with applicable Electrical Code and Building Permit requirements;  
(iii)Compliance with all zoning permit requirements, including but not limited to:  
 

(A) Cer�fica�on that EVCS infrastructure is sufficient to support electrical power 
requirements for  proposed hours of opera�on, and full capacity opera�on  
with maximum number of charging ports permited for use, and proposed 
hours;  

(B) Requirements addressing hours of opera�on and traffic; 
 

10.15.3c-EVCS Equipment design and installa�on 
 

(i)Installation of Vehicle Fleet Charging EVCS shall meet the requirements of all 
applicable Electrical Codes and Building Codes.  

(ii)EVCS cords shall be retractable or have a place to hang the cord and connector 
above the pedestrian surface. Any cords connecting the charger to a vehicle shall be 
configured so that they do not cross a driveway, sidewalk, or passenger unloading area.  

(iii) EVCS outlets and connectors shall be mounted to comply with all relevant 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.  

(iv)  Where EVCS equipment is provided within an adjacent pedestrian circulation area, 
such as a sidewalk or accessible route to the building entrance, the charging equipment 
must be located so as not to interfere with accessibility requirements. 



Atachment 2 
Proposal for Zoning Ordinance on EV Charging 

PAGE 11 

(v) EVCS pedestals shall be designed to minimize their potential damage by accidents 
and vandalism and to be safe for use in inclement weather. Pedestal location shall be a 
minimum four feet back from curb or edge of cartway.  

(vi)  EVCS shall be protected from vehicle impacts by curbs, wheel stops, bollards, or 
other physical barriers. The EVCS shall be offset a minimum of 24 inches clear from the 
physical barrier. 

      10.15.3d—EVPS Design  and Location 

 
(i) The following information shall be posted at each EVCS:  

a. [1]  Voltage and amperage levels;  
b. [2]  Hours of operation and time limits;  
c. [3]  Usage fees, if any;  
d. [4]  Safety information;  
e. [5]  Contact information to facilitate reporting when equipment is not operating 

correctly or other issues.  

(ii) Adequate site lighting shall be provided for  the area where an EVCS is installed, 
unless the parking area is limited to daytime use only.  

155-10.15.4—Commercial EV Charging Hub 
10.15.4a  - Permited use— 
 Commercial EVCS Hub, as defined herein, shall be permited as a Regulated Use in VC, 
TC, NC and LI Districts, subject to the requirements and restric�ons of this subsec�on. 

 
 

10.15.4.b – General Rules   
 (i) Compliance with any applicable requirements set forth in Table 5.3;  
 

(II)Installa�on by licensed electrical engineer; 
 
(iii)(Compliance with all zoning permit requirements, including but not limited to:  
   

(A) Electrical Engineer Cer�fica�on that EVCS infrastructure is sufficient 
to support full capacity opera�on and proposed hours of opera�on with 
maximum number of charging ports permited for use;  
(B) Traffic control ; 
(C) Hours of opera�on; 
(D) Requirements applicable to any accessory use such as convenience 
store or fast-food restaurant;  
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10.15.4c-EVCS Equipment Design and Installa�on  
(i)  Installation of Commercial EV Charging Hub EVCS shall meet the 

requirements of all applicable Electrical Codes and Building Codes. 
  

(ii)  EVCS cords shall be retractable or have a place to hang the cord 
and connector above the pedestrian surface. Any cords connecting 
the charger to a vehicle shall be configured so that they do not cross 
a driveway, sidewalk, or passenger unloading area.  

(iii) EVCS outlets and connectors shall be mounted to comply with all 
relevant Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.  

(iv)  Where EVCS equipment is provided within an adjacent pedestrian 
circulation area, such as a sidewalk or accessible route to the building 
entrance, the charging equipment must be located so as not to interfere 
with accessibility requirements. 

(v) EVCS pedestals shall be designed to minimize their potential damage by 
accidents and vandalism and to be safe for use in inclement weather. Pedestal 
location shall be a minimum four feet back from curb or edge of cartway.  

(vi)  EVCS shall be protected from vehicle impacts by curbs, wheel stops, 
bollards or other physical barriers. The EVCS shall be offset a minimum of 24 
inches clear from the physical barrier. 

10.15-4d- Electric Vehicle Parking Space (EVPS) Design and Location  

(i)  The minimum dimensions for any EVPS shall comply with parking space rules set 
forth in Section 155-8.6 

(ii) EVPSs shall be located in parking spaces which are desirable and convenient to 
incentivize the use of electric vehicles.  

(iii) Clearly marked EV charging  spaces with access limited to charging use;  

(iv) Any EVPS available for public use shall be marked with a sign indicating that their 
use is either reserved for EVs or preferred for use by EVs.  

(v) The following information shall be posted at each EVCS:  

a. Voltage and amperage levels;  
b. Hours of operation and time limits;  
c. Usage fees, if any;  

d.   Safety information;  
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e.  Contact information to facilitate reporting when equipment is not operating 
correctly or other issues.  

(vi)  Adequate site lighting shall be provided for  the area where an EVCS is installed,    
unless the parking area is limited to daytime use only.  
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APPENDIX D 

PROPOSED CLARIFYING REVISION TO DEFINITION OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE  

Delete “Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEV) “ as an example within the definition of Electric Vehicle; 

Reason:  HEVs tend to get better mileage per gallon than vehicles run by a traditional gasoline 
engine; but are generally not considered to be an “ EV” because the additional battery in such 
vehicles solely assists engine performance and does not obtain any electric power recharge 
from the grid.  There is substantial confusion in available literature and dealer advertising 
between HEVs and Plug-In Hybrid EVs, the latter of which do recharge from the grid and 
provide an opportunity for limited driving mileage solely in electric power mode.    
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Proposed Notification 

Township Advisory Board Vacancy 

The Township of Lower Merion is seeking qualified Township residents to serve on the 
following advisory board:  

Environmental Advisory Council: The Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) is 
composed of not more than 9 residents of the Township who serve 4-year terms of 
office. The EAC typically meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The 
EAC provides advice to the Board of Commissioners and Planning Commission for the 
promotion and conservation of natural resources and for the protection and 
improvement of the quality of the environment within the Township. The EAC supports 
our Sustainability Manager with implementation of the township’s Sustainability Plan. 
The EAC is currently seeking 3 members. Professional experience in natural 
ecosystems, native plants, green infrastructure, sustainable building design or green 
buildings is required.   More information about the EAC can be found here in the 
Township Code: Chapter 13: Environmental Advisory Council. 

 

https://ecode360.com/6527415?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Memo 

To: Board of Commissioners, Lower Merion Township 

From: Environmental Advisory Council, Lower Merion Township 

Re:   2025 Township Budget for Sustainability 

We would like to share with you our priorities and budget recommendations for 2025. 

1. Community Engagement and Outreach is one of the most challenging issues for organizations 
focused on sustainability of their community. Our township shares this challenge. Therefore, we 
recommend that: 

a. A second staff position in support of our Sustainability Manager be hired to support projects 
and social media outreach. 

b. Funds be allocated that support at least one annual direct mailing to each residence. 
2. Our environment needs to become free from noisy, polluting, carbon generating lawn management 

equipment. Therefore, we recommend that: 
a. The ordinance on the ban of gas leaf blowers, be given priority. 
b. That significant funds be allocated to provide a strong encourage of retirement of gas leaf 

blowers. These funds would be provided to residents or corporations that return gas leaf 
blowers to the township in a manor that commits the funds to be used to procure electrical 
replacements. 

3. Our natural environment needs more support. We have dead trees and stumps in our neighborhoods, 
and invasive plants in our forests. Therefore, we recommend that: 

a. Continuation of the Canopy Benchmark project. 
b. Direction to staff to propose a solution to reduce time to remove stumps from right of way 

including their funding requirements. 
c. Direction to staff to propose a solution for removal of invasive species from our forests; 

including their funding requirements. 
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Recommendations for: Chapter A177 PLANTING MATERIALS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 

1. § A177-2. C. 1. A. (1) “Species used should be native or naturalized species, where possible”. 
Consider removing “where possible”. There are sufficient alternatives that are native such that 
non-natives and invasives are not necessary. 

2. Remove species that are not native to Pennsylvania from the recommended plant list. See 
attached spreadsheet. Source: USDA, NRCS. 2024. The PLANTS Database 
(http://plants.usda.gov, 07/16/2024). National Plant Data Team, Greensboro, NC USA. 
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Abies concolor White fir no no yes western USA 
Acer campestre Hedge maple no no no introduced 
Acer ginnala Amur maple no no no introduced 
Acer rubrum Red maple yes yes yes  
Acer saccharum Sugar maple yes yes yes  
Amelanchier canadensis Shadbush, serviceberry juneberry yes yes yes  
Andropogon gerardi Big bluestem grass yes yes yes  
Andropogon scoparius Little bluestem grass yes yes yes Schizachyrium scoparium 
Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry yes yes yes  
Aronia melanocarpa Black chokeberry yes yes yes  
Asclepias incarnate Swamp milkweed yes yes yes spelling error: incarnata  
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly weed yes yes yes  
Aster laevis Smooth aster depends depends yes Symphyotrichum laeve. Note: multiple varieties, not all  native 
Aster novae-angliae New England aster yes yes yes Symphyotrichum novae-angliae 
Aster pilosus Aster yes yes yes Symphyotrichum pilosum 
Aster puniceus Purple-stemmed aster yes yes yes Symphyotrichum puniceum. Note: multiple varieties,  most native. 
Aster simplex White aster yes yes yes Symphyotrichum lanceolatum  
Betula lenta Cherry birch yes yes yes  
Betula nigra River birch yes yes yes  
Bidens aristosa Bidens or tickseed sunflower yes yes yes  
Bidens polyepsis Bidens or tickseed sunflower yes yes yes seems joined with aristosa 
Bidens polylepis Bidens or tickseed sunflower yes yes yes  
Carpinus caroliniana Ironwood; American hornbeam yes yes yes  
Carya glabra Pignut hickory yes yes yes  
Carya ovata Shagbark hickory yes yes yes  
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry yes yes yes  
Cercidiphylium japonicum Katsura tree no no no introduced. NOTE: misspelled. Cercidiphyllum japonicum 
Cercis canadensis Eastern redbud yes yes yes  
Cladrastis lutea American yellowwood yes yes yes Cladrastis lutea 
Clethra acuminata Summersweet yes yes yes  
Clethra alnifolia Summersweet yes yes yes  
Comptonia peregrina* Sweetfern yes yes yes  
Cornus amomum Silky dogwood yes yes yes  
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Cornus floridia Flowering dogwood yes yes yes misspelled. Cornus florida 
Cornus kousa Japanese dogwood no no no  
Cornus mas Corneliancherry dogwood no no no introduced 
Cornus racemosa Gray dogwood yes yes yes  

 
Cotinus coggygria Smoke tree no no no introduced 
Crataegus cras-galli var. inermis Thornless hawthorn yes yes yes misspelled. Crataegus crus-galli 
Cupressocyparis leylandii Leyland cypress no no no  
Diervilla sessilifolia* Southern bush honeysuckle no no yes southeastern US 
Elymus canadensis Canada wild rye yes yes yes  
Eupatorium coelestinum Mistflower yes yes yes  
Eupatorium dubium Joe-pye weed yes yes yes  
Eupatorium fistulosum Hollow joe-pye weed yes yes yes  
Fagus granifolia American beech yes yes yes misspelled. Fagus grandifolia 
Fagus sylvatica European beech no no no introduced 
Ginko biloba Ginko/maidenhair tree no no no NOTE: misspelled. Ginkgo biloba 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Thornless honey locust yes yes yes  
Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis Thornless honeylocust yes yes yes  
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky coffeetree yes yes yes  
Hamamelis virginiana Common witch hazel yes yes yes  
Helenium nudiflorum Purple-headed sneezeweed yes yes yes  
Helianthus giganteus Giant sunflower yes yes yes  
Hesperis matronalis Dame's rocket no no no invasive; spreads aggresively 
Hibiscus palustris Swamp rose mallow yes yes yes Hibiscus moscheutos  
Ilex opaca American holly yes yes yes  
Ilex verticillata Winterberry holly yes yes yes  
Impatiens capensis Jewelweed yes yes yes  
Impatiens pallida Jewelweed yes yes yes  
Iris pseudacorus Yellow iris no no no introduced 
Iris versicolor Blue flag yes yes yes  
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar yes yes yes  
Koelreuteria paniculata Panicled goldenrain no no no introduced 
Larix decidua European larch no no no introduced 
Lilium canadense Canada lily yes yes yes  
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Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum yes yes yes  
Liquidambar styraciflua Rotundiloba Sweetgum na na na fruitless cultivar 
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower yes yes yes  
Lobelia siphilitica Blue lobelia yes yes yes  
Ludwigia alternifolia Seedbox yes yes yes  
Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay magnolia yes yes yes  
Malus floribunda Japanese flowering crab no no no introduced 
Monarda didyma Bee balm yes yes yes  

 
Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamot yes yes yes  
Myrica cerifera Southern bayberry no yes yes southern; there is a northern spp 
Myrica pensylvanica* Northern bayberry yes yes yes  
Nyssa sylvatica Black tupelo yes yes yes  
Ostrya virginiana Hop hornbeam (native) yes yes yes  
Oxydendrum arboreum Sourwood yes yes yes  
Panicum virgatum Switch grass yes yes yes  
Penstemon digitalis Beardtongue yes yes yes  
Phalaris arundinaceae Reed canary grass yes yes yes misspelled. Phalaris arundinacea 
Pinus cv. Fastigiata Pyramidal white pine no no no no but "naturalized" 
Pinus strobus White pine yes yes yes  
Pinus thunbergi Japanese black pine no no no introduced 
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore yes yes yes  
Platanus x acerifolia London planetree no no no cultivated hybrid 
Prunus serrulata cv Kwanzan Kwanzan cherry no no no cultivar 
Prunus subhirtella 'Autumnalis' Higan cherry no no no cultivar 
Pseudotsuga taxifolia Douglas fir no no yes western USA 
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium Slender mountain mint yes yes yes  
Pycnanthemum virginianum Mountain mint yes yes yes  
Pyrus calleryana cv Aristocrat Aristocrat pear no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Autumn Blaze Autumn blaze no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Bradford Bradford pear no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Chanticleer Chanticleer no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Fauriei Faurier no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Redspire Redspire no no no cultivated hybrid 
Pyrus calleryana cv Trinity Trinity no no no cultivated hybrid 
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Pyrus calleryana cv Whitehouse Whitehouse no no no cultivated hybrid 
Quercus acutissima Sawtooth oak no no no introduced 
Quercus alba White oak yes yes yes  
Quercus bicolor Swamp white oak yes yes yes  
Quercus borealis Red oak yes yes yes Quercus rubra alias 
Quercus coccinea Scarlet oak yes yes yes  
Quercus imbricaria Shingle oak yes yes yes  
Quercus macrocarpa Bur oak yes yes yes  
Quercus marcrocarpa Bur oak yes yes yes  
Quercus montana Chestnut oak yes yes yes  
Quercus phellos Willow oak yes yes yes  
Quercus prinus Chestnut oak yes yes yes Quercus montana 

 
Quercus rubra Red oak yes yes yes make names consistent 
Quercus rubra (borealis) Red oak yes yes yes make names consistent 
Quercus velutina Black oak yes yes yes  
Rhus aromatic* Fragrant sumac yes yes yes misspelled. Rhus aromatica 
Rhus copallina* Shining sumac yes yes yes  
Rhus glabra Smooth sumac yes yes yes  
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac yes yes yes  
Robinia pseudo-acacia Black locust yes yes yes Robinia pseudoacacia 
Rosa carolina* Pasture rose yes yes yes  
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed susan yes yes yes  
Rudbeckia laciniata Green-headed coneflower yes yes yes  
Rudbeckia triloba Black-eyed susan yes yes yes  
Salix spp. Willow yes yes yes many species native 
Sassafras albidum Sassafras yes yes yes  
Scirpus acutus Hardstem bulrush yes yes yes Schoenoplectus acutus 
Senecio aureus Golden ragwort yes yes yes Packera aurea 
Solidago gigantea Late goldenrod yes yes yes  
Solidago graminifolia Lance-leaved goldenrod yes yes yes Euthamia graminifolia 
Solidago nemoralis Old field goldenrod yes yes yes  
Solidago speciosa Showy goldenrod yes yes yes  
Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass yes yes yes  
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Taxodium distichum Bald cypress yes yes yes  
Thuja occidentalis Dark American arborvitae yes yes yes  
Thuja occidentalis cv. nigra Dark American arborvitae no no no cultivated hybrid 
Tilia americana American linden yes yes yes  
Tilia americicana American linden yes yes yes misspelled. Tilia americana 
Tilia cordata Littleleaf or European linden no no no introduced 
Tilia tomentosa Silver linden no no no occurs in canada 
Tridens falvus Red top yes yes yes  
Tridens flavus Red top yes yes yes  
Tsuga canadensis Hemlock yes yes yes  
Typha angustifolia Narrow-leaf cattail no no no chokes out other plants; has high negative impacts 
Typha latifolia Common cattail yes yes yes  
Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm no no no introduced 
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's root yes yes yes  
Viburnum lentago Nannyberry yes yes yes  
Viburnum trilobum American cranberry bush yes yes yes  
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Species Common Name 
Native to Native to Native to  
PA? region? USA? Comments 

Zelkova serrata Japanese zelkova no no no introduced 
Zizia aurea Golden alexanders yes yes yes 
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July 15, 2024 

Memo 

To: EAC Members 

From: Nancy Winkler 

Re:   Education and Policy support for Community Choice Aggregation 

The purpose of this memo is to provide some background on Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) in the 
hopes that the EAC can determine a way to raise awareness among the Township Commissioners of its 
importance as a valuable tool to assist in the rapid transition to clean renewable electricity.  It is my hope that 
in so doing, we may create support for it and that the Commissioners would advocate for it within the State 
and hopefully when authorized by State statute, adopt it in Lower Merion. 

BACKGROUND 

Community Choice Aggregation is an identified tool in the Township’s Sustainability Plan 

The Township’s Sustainability Plan Energy Transition Plan overall goal is to:   

Meet the targets for achieving the transition to carbon-free equipment and energy sources and reducing 
energy consumption established in Resolution 2021-16: 

 More efficient energy use 
 Carbon-free electricity by 2035 
 Carbon-free HVAC systems by 2045 
 Zero-emission vehicles by 2045 
 Formulate an Energy Transition Plan 

Recognizing CCA’s importance, the Lower Merion Sustainability Plan (June 2023) section on Energy 
Transition includes seven strategies, two of which,  ET6 and ET7, include (among other things) using 
Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) as a potential avenue to accelerate the transition to clean renewable 
electricity Township wide.  

Given the urgency to transition to renewable electricity, that renewable energy is only a paltry 4% of the 
electricity mix in our service area, that RGGI is not being implemented in PA  and that there are a number of 
barriers making it burdensome on residents to individually and cost-effectively access renewable electricity, 
CCA is a valuable tool to assist the residents/private sector in the Township to seamlessly access clean  
renewable electricity.   

CCA Basic Information 

CCA is a method to accelerate renewable energy adoption. CCA can also be an effective mechanism to help the 
state reach Governor Shapiro’s proposed goal of 35 percent by 2035.  Current offerings of renewable energy 
under Pennsylvania’s retail choice program are typically priced well above other competitive offerings, and 
there is often little disclosure about the sourcing of renewable energy. A well designed and implemented CCA 
program would also help protect residents against unpredictable movement in electricity power prices. 
Fossil-fuel-based utility default electric supply rates are particularly subject to geopolitical turbulence and 
other market gyrations. 

https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/26688/637843235839330000
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The US EPA states that:  

Community Choice Aggregation also known as municipal aggregation—programs allow local 
governments to procure power on behalf of their residents, businesses, and municipal accounts from an 
alternative supplier while still receiving transmission and distribution service from their existing utility 
provider. CCAs are an attractive option for communities that want more local control over their 
electricity sources, more green power than is offered by the default utility, and/or lower electricity 
prices. By aggregating demand, communities gain leverage to negotiate better rates with competitive 
suppliers and choose greener power sources. 

In the 10 states with enabling legislation, a local government must hold public hearings and pass a law 
authorizing the CCA. Depending on state and local government regulations, all homes, businesses, and 
municipal sites in that jurisdiction may be eligible to participate in the CCA. Participation in CCAs is 
always voluntary. Most CCAs have opt-out provisions, meaning when a community begins a program, 
customers are given advance notice and have the choice to opt out of the CCA program and continue to 
receive electricity from their current supplier. Customers who do not opt out are automatically enrolled 
in the program. Although less common, some CCAs have opt-in provisions requiring customers to 
proactively enroll in the program; these are generally less successful in terms of participation rates. 
CCAs can also have a tiered structure with a standard option that customers are enrolled in unless they 
opt out, as well as an opt-in "greener" option at a price premium. These additional opt-in options 
generally have a higher percentage of green power or are sourced from local renewables. 

Prices for electricity under CCAs may be lower than the residential retail price for electricity—
sometimes by 15 to 20 percent—because of the collective buying power of entire communities and 
current market trends. CCA customers continue to receive the same delivery and maintenance services 
from their local utility, with a single utility bill that reflects the change in supplier. The only changes for 
customers are the sources and prices of electricity generation.1  

Learn more on the status of states' efforts to enact CCA-enabling legislation   

Seven Boroughs in Pennsylvania are working to create a CCA 

In addition to the states identified in the footnote, Seven Boroughs in Pennsylvania have worked with an 
energy consultant and attorneys.  The Boroughs have determined that their enabling legislation grants them 
the powers necessary to adopt CCAs.  These seven Boroughs are: Carlisle, Hatboro, Lansdowne, Media, 
Narberth, State College and Swarthmore.  They have submitted a petition to the PA PUC to gain approval for 
an opt out form of a CCA.  In the petition to the PUC they outline in great detail how they would intend to 
implement and manage a CCA and how the CCA would benefit and protect the residents of the municipality.  

Unlike the Boroughs, the state legislature would need to adopt enabling legislation for Townships before they 
could implement a CCA.   

The Sierra Club has been soliciting municipalities who have adopted the RF100 goals (which Lower Merion 
has done in Resolution 2021-16) to submit letters of support for the petition to the PUC.  While Townships 
are not directly affected by this petition, if the petition is granted and the Boroughs successfully implement a 
CCA, this could lay the groundwork for others to obtain support to implement as well.  

  

 
1 According to the USEPA, CCAs are currently authorized in California, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island, and Virginia. In 2022, about 5.7 million customers 
(pdf) procured about 14.6 billion kWh of electricity through CCAs. 

https://www.epa.gov/green-power-markets/community-choice-aggregation
https://www.leanenergyus.org/cca-by-state
https://www.nrel.gov/analysis/assets/pdfs/status-and-trends-2022-data.pdf
https://www.nrel.gov/analysis/assets/pdfs/status-and-trends-2022-data.pdf
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