
TREE CARE TIPSTREE CARE TIPS

Watering is required in the first 1-2 years of a trees life. Under-watering
is a leading cause of tree stress and mortality, and young trees are most
vulnerable.  Over-watering can also be a problem. Implement tips from 
this sheet to learn the proper techniques to keep your new 
tree healthy!

How? Trees don’t want a flood of water. Instead, emulate a normal rainfall when providing
external water. This means water should slowly percolate from the surface, into the
soil, to the tree's small feeder roots. Slower-moving external watering has several
benefits, including building a strong root system. 

Each tree should be watered with roughly 15-20 gallons per week. Examples of
time-tested watering strategies include:

Using a hose on slow-ish flow for around 30 min-1 hour and occasionally moving
the hose around the root zone.
Drill 1/8" holes in the bottom of one to three big box store 5-gal buckets (e.g.,
Lowes). Place the buckets around the root zone for slow unattended watering.

When?

WATERING:WATERING:

Article, “Water Your
Trees Like Mother
Nature Would”

Video, “Slow Drip
Tree Watering”

You don't have to be a perfect waterer, but try to be a consistent waterer!
One to two years of consistent watering is the rule, not the exception. Find a way to
keep watering on a schedule you can remember or fits into your lifestyle (e.g., water
when you do something else outside 1 or 2 times/week). You could also set a biweekly
reminder on your phone to slow water your trees! 

Alternatively, you can use a simple timer (e.g., Orbit 62034 Mechanical Watering Hose
Timer) or something fancier to automate the whole process (e.g., LinkTap G2S Wireless
Water Timer & Gateway & Flow Meter)



For a thorough explanation of how to properly mulch your tree, check out
this guide on Proper Mulching Techniques from the International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA). Scan the QR code or visit
www.TreesAreGood.org/TreeOwner

Be a great tree owner! Don’t allow your trees to experience
mechanical damage from lawn mowers, string trimmers,
or other maintenance equipment. 

Not only does mulching protect your tree from mechanical
damage by providing a physical buffer, it also protects the
soil from compaction and extreme temperatures, which
improves drainage over time and allows water to make its
way to tree roots efficiently. 

However, misapplied mulching can have a negative impact. 

Avoid volcano ﻿mulching, as seen on the left side of this
image.

It’s best to water in the morning or evening to minimize water loss to
evaporation, especially in the middle of a hot summer day.
Provide external water spring-through-fall when air and soil temps are above 

      40º F.
You can skip watering after soaking, sustained rainfalls.
In case of drought: Increase your watering frequency and amount during low
rainfall conditions/drought (e.g., 20 gal. 2x per week)
If you go out of town, please enlist a relative or neighbor to water your trees for
you.  

MULCHING:MULCHING:

More Tips:

Instead, follow the 3-3-3 rule: create a ring of mulch around your tree, 3 inches deep, in a 3-foot
radius from the trunk, making sure to leave a 3-inch space right around the tree trunk


