Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 - 7:00 P.M.

Hybrid meeting via Zoom or in person at
Caucus Room, Township Administration Building, 75 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore

Public Participation: The public may attend in person or virtually via Zoom. The Zoom URL may be obtained by emailing
EAC®@Ilowermerion.org or calling 610.645.6149 until 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Public comments will be accepted until
12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting and can be provided via email to EAC@lowermerion.org, by postal mail addressed to Lower
Merion Environmental Advisory Council via US Mail at 75 E. Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003, or by phone to0 610.645.6149.

Dan Sutton- Chair, Adam Cutler - Vice Chair
Nancy Winkler, David Richman, Mitchell Burack, Steve Kimbrough, Thomas Crookham, Ann Nozica, Rachel
Spigler

1. Approval of minutes - October 17, 2023
2. Housekeeping [10 minutes]
a. Welcome new members - Ann Nozica
b. Assigh EAC member to take and upload meeting notes
c. Assign EAC member to review Township meeting agendas for November 29 - December 19
3. Subdivision and Land Development Review
None
Sustainability Manager Update [10 minutes]
Ongoing Business [65 minutes]
a. EAC member commitments to 2023-2024 Sustainability Focus Areas [10 minutes]
b. EAC Annual Reports [10 minutes]
i. 2022
i. 2023
c. Meeting Reports [5 minutes]
d. Committee Reports [30 minutes]
i. Waste Minimization
e Give a Bag / Take a Bag tabling at Bryn Mawr Farmer’s Market (Mr. Sutton)
ii. Community Engagement & Education
e Communications strategies to Uplift Climate Investments in Your City (Mr. Kimbrough)
e Co-Benefits and Climate Policy
iii. Natural Resources Management
iv. Mobility
v. Energy Transition
e Options for Restrictions or Bans of Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers (Ms. Winkler)
e. Social Justice: Update EAC Ordinance [10 minutes]
f. RISE Team 2024 project - continued discussion [10 minutes]
6. Public Comment [10 minutes]

7. New Business [15 minutes]

o s


https://www.lowermerion.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/14166/53
mailto:EAC@lowermerion.org
mailto:EAC@lowermerion.org

a. Proposed Zoning Code update to definition of “Vehicular Fueling Device”
b. Go for the Green 2024
c. EAC Network Virtual Conference call for “Lightning Session” Proposals

8. Assignment of Action ltems [5 minutes]
9. Upcoming public meetings [5 minutes]

e Wednesday, November 29, 2023 Board of Commissioners (Special), approx. 6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee, approx. 7:00 p.m.

e Monday, December 4, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting, approx. 7:00 p.m.

e Wednesday, December 6, 2023 Building & Planning Committee, approx. 6:30 p.m.
Open Space & Township Properties Committee, approx. 7:30
p.m.

e Wednesday, December 13, 2023 Board of Commissioners, approx. 6:30 p.m.

Next EAC Meeting: Tuesday, December 19, at 7:00 p.m.

Attachments:
1. Sustainability Manager Update
2. Co-Benefits and Climate Policy
3. Proposed Zoning Code Update to Support EV Charging

“Bicycle Rack” of Ongoing Topics
e Single Use Plastic Carry Out Bag Ordinance Education & Outreach
e EAC Annual Reports
e Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Regulation



Attachment 1
Sustainability Manager Update
Part B: Action Items for EAC
Sustainability Manager Update

November 28, 2023

e Communications
Use Slack for quick communications, sharing thoughts and ideas, upcoming events, etc.
Remember no deliberations via email or Slack unless < 5 EAC members
Check Slack weekly for updates and information from Staff Liaison and EAC
Work through Staff Liaison for communication with other Township staff, Work
through Sustainability Committee and/or staff for communication with
Commissioners
0 Do not represent yourself as an EAC member at any outside engagements unless
previously discussed by the EAC and approved by the BOC and staff
e Sustainability Plan Implementation
0 Recommended 2023-2024 Sustainability Plan Focus Areas were discussed at the
September 27 Sustainability Committee Meeting (Video here)
0 Funding for solar project at Penn Wynne Library was discussed at the
November 1, 2023 Sustainability Committee meeting
0 Sustainability pop-ups being planned at libraries and community centers this winter
0 Sustainability Ambassadors and Working Groups now active — Sign up here
e Tree Canopy
0 Community tree planting events — 67 bare-root trees were planted from November 17-
19 in parks and residential areas of Penn Valley, Ardmore/Wynnewood, Merion
Botanical Park, and Bala Cynwyd.
O More trained Tree Tenders are needed to grow tree planting efforts!
= Tree Tenders Winter Basic Training starts January 24, 2024
= A small amount of funds will be available to pay for Tree Tenders training in
2024
0 Right-of-way (ROW) fall tree planting — 200 trees will be planted within the Township
ROW this fall by the Shade Tree Division/contractors
0 Tree Canopy Management Plan — Proposals have been received and are being reviewed
by staff. Recommendation likely to be made at the December 6 Finance Committee
meeting.
O Tree Request Form — 118 responses since June; 26 will get ROW trees this fall and
dozens with PHS trees. Continue sharing throughout the community
e Active Transportation Plan
0 Webpage is working again and being populated with updates
0 Take the survey and share it throughout the community
e  Public EV Chargers
0 Township currently working with business districts to encourage private property
owners to apply for NEVI funding for DC Fast Chargers
e Plastic Bag Ordinance
0 Outreach and education needed through January 21,2024 when enforcement begins
O Give a Bag/ Take a Bag Initiative supported by Common Space and Bethel AME

O O O O



https://lowermerion.novusagenda.com/Agendapublic/MeetingView.aspx?MeetingID=1201&MinutesMeetingID=-1&doctype=Agenda
https://youtu.be/yzCJdrc0gSM?si=Sx55BekHBcaMD9vO
https://www.lowermerion.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28636/638340192319970000
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/sustainability/get-involved
https://phsonline.org/events/tree-tenders-2024-winter
https://www.lowermerion.org/requestatree
https://www.lowermerion.org/departments/building-and-planning-department/long-range-plans-projects/transportation-planning/active-transportation-plan
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96afcb1779ad4096b97611be34c2dfc9/page/Survey-Page/

Attachment 1

Sustainability Manager Update
Part B: Action Items for EAC

e All:
(0]

Opportunities for EAC to support Township Sustainability Initiatives

Work through the Sustainability Ambassadors Working Groups to prepare content on
your committee’s topic area for future Township newsletters, social media, and LMTV
Work through the Sustainability Ambassadors Working Groups to prepare content on
your committee’s topic area for Township and civic associations to post on their
websites

e Education and Engagement:

(o}
(o}

(o}
o

Prepare content for newsletter, social media, and LMTV

Prepare informational memos for the Board of Commissioners on different sustainability
topics

Register EAC to table at community events

Prepare recommendations for the EAC web page update

e Waste Minimization:

(o}
o

Support implementation of the outreach & education plan for the plastic bag ordinance
Develop a survey to obtain information about backyard composting rates in the
Township

Develop outreach materials regarding backyard composting, freecycling, food waste
minimization

e Natural Resources Management:

(0]

Support coordination amongst Tree Tenders groups and encourage people to get Tree
Tender training

Develop a memo in support of performing a Natural Resources Inventory

Develop outreach materials regarding Leave the Leaves, Township yard waste
composting

e Energy Transition:

o
(o}
o

Develop a survey to support regulation for leaf blowers
Support evaluating locations for public charging stations
Help develop materials to encourage private entities to install public charging stations

e Mobility/Sustainable Development:

(o}
o

Keep up with the Active Transportation Plan and sidewalk efforts

Review opportunities to incorporate more sustainability concepts in the SALDO and
Zoning code

Develop strategic approach to reviewing codes, ordinances, and permitting processes in
order to identify barriers and opportunities for sustainability



Attachment 2: Co-Benefits and Climate Policy

Co-Benefits and Climate Policy, #2

Steve Kimbrough

sustainable.steve.520@gmail.com
File: EAC20231128co-benefits-2.pdf

EAC meeting on 11/28/2023

1 Context

1. This is an update report on a stream of work relevant to the education and outreach mandate of the
EAC.

2. As areport, its purpose is to engender ongoing discussion; it is not putting on the table any proposal
for immediate action.

3. This document is the immediate successor of “Statement on Co-Benefits for EAC meeting on 10/17/23”
file EAC20231017co-benefits.pdf.

4. Our attention has been focused on listening to what people say and imputing what their concerns are.
We also are doing a literature canvass.

5. We have been focused on the co-benefits (and dis-benefits) of climate change and sustainability poli-
cies. These are co- or complementary to direct cost and climate/sustainability benefits.

6. We have been engaged in constructing a comprehensive list of policies at least potentially pertinent to
LMT. See “Local and State Policies for Climate and Sustainability” athttp://practicalreasoning.
com/wp—-content /uploads/2023/11/Local-Policies—20231111-1.pdf for a ref-
erence document, which will continue to evolve.

7. In the previous document, we provided a quote from Kate Marvel on climate policy messaging to the
effect that the benefits of what needs to be done will accrue immediately. Below is the concluding
passage from her recent opinion piece in The New York Times (emphasis added). It makes the same
point, viz., that Responding to climate change ... will ... make the world better for us right now.

[N]ow, we have a better story to tell. The evidence is clear: Responding to climate
change will not only create a better world for our children and grandchildren, but it will
also make the world better for us right now.

Eliminating the sources of greenhouse gas emissions will make our air and water cleaner,
our economy stronger and our quality of life better. It could save hundreds of thousands
or even millions of lives across the country through air quality benefits alone. Using land
more wisely can both limit climate change and protect biodiversity. Climate change most
strongly affects communities that get a raw deal in our society: people with low incomes,
people of color, children and the elderly. And climate action can be an opportunity to
redress legacies of racism, neglect and injustice.


http://practicalreasoning.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Local-Policies-20231111-1.pdf
http://practicalreasoning.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Local-Policies-20231111-1.pdf
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8.

10.

I could still tell you scary stories about a future ravaged by climate change, and they’d be
true, at least on the trajectory we’re currently on. But it’s also true that we have a once-in-
human-history chance, not only to prevent the worst effects, but to make the world better
right now. It would be a shame to squander this opportunity. So I don’t just want to talk
about the problems anymore. I want to talk about the solutions. Consider this your last
warning from me.

Marvel, K. (2023, November 18). Opinion | I'm a Climate Scientist. I’'m Not Screaming
Into the Void Anymore. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2023/
11/18/opinion/climate—-change—-report—us.html

That responding to climate change will make the world better for us should be front and center in any
outreach and education program. It constitutes a valuable insight, IMHO, and I tip my hat to Kate
Marvel and the Drawdown Project on this.

Very much remains to be done by way of documenting this claim. Just what and how are we to
communicate with the public by way of supporting the claim that going green is better now? Marvel
does little more than make rather vague and expansive assertions.

This note is about one aspect, an important one I think, of how we can favorably link climate policies
to matters that people value. It’s only a small step, but I do think the point is worth attending to.

2 Linking Climate Policies to Moral Values

1.

Research in the social sciences has shown that moral values loom large in people’s attitudes towards
climate change and climate policy.

This fact is vexing in part because of the norm—especially in governmental deliberations—of avoid-
ing religious and moral institutions, and in part because ethics and morality are such squishy and
fraught topics, leaving aside sectarian considerations.

Because the matter of moral values is so important and because I believe the reluctance to engage
this matter is predicated on mistaken assumptions, I wish to take on the matter directly and with high
priority.

I believe that a great deal of empirical science is available. The general field is moral psychology,
although there is much work undertaken in other disciplines. The field is large and I can only sketch
a few relevant aspects here.

The main theoretical framework is called Moral Foundations Theory (MFT). Jonathan Haidt is a main
originator of the theory, although by now many others are working in this as well. Haidt has written
an accessible book for the general public [Haidt, 2012].

. MFT is an empirical scientific theory about what moral values people actually have and tend to act

upon.

Originally, MFT identified five “moral foundations,” which it characterized in terms of pairs at oppo-
site ends of a scale.

(a) Harm (-1) <= Care (+1)
(b) Cheating (-1) <= Fairness (+1)


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/18/opinion/climate-change-report-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/18/opinion/climate-change-report-us.html
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10.

11.

12.

(c) Betrayal (-1) <= Loyalty (+1)
(d) Subversion (-1) <= Authority (+1)
(e) Degradation (-1) <= Sanctity (+1)

. Each of the foundations may be thought of as a dimension of moral valuing. Thus, harm/care is one

dimension, degradation/sanctity is another.
( Score 0 for neutrality, or non-applicability.)
The central claim of MFT is that these values—these dimensions—are more or less universal for

humans and that when we make moral judgments it is in terms of these dimensions. This is an
empirical claim about what people do.

These five are the original foundations. Others have been added since. See [Theory, 2023].

There is robust empirical support for these five foundations (dimensions), including work linking them
to climate change.

A main finding of work in MFT is that the foundations map political attitudes. Specifically, individuals
placing comparatively more emphasis on the so-called individualizing morals—

(a) Harm (-1) <= Care (+1)

(b) Cheating (-1) <= Fairness (+1)
—tend to be on the liberal or left side of the political spectrum. Individuals placing greater emphasis
on so-called binding morals—

(a) Betrayal (-1) <= Loyalty (+1)

(b) Subversion (-1) <= Authority (+1)

(c) Degradation (-1) <= Sanctity (+1)

—tend to be on the conservative or right side of the political spectrum.

Table [[ summarizes.

Individualizing morals ~ Binding morals

Harm <= Care Betrayal <= Loyalty

Cheating <= Fairness Subversion <= Authority
Degradation <= Sanctity

Table 1: Individualizing and binding moral foundations. Each foundation (dimension) may be scored on a
-1—to— +1 scale.

13.

14.

There is considerable support for MFT’s claim that all of the foundations are recognized by everyone
as valuable. The differences that do exist among people lie in the comparative importance attributed
to distinct foundations.

Framing has been shown to have effects. Here is a “liberal” (individualizing) question framing on
environmental matters.
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Many people around the world are concerned about the health of the natural environment.
We are interested in what you think and feel about this issue. First, please read through the
following brief public service announcement before answering a few additional questions.

* ok ok

Show your love for all of humanity and the world in which we live by helping to care
for our vulnerable natural environment. Help to reduce the harm done to the environment
by taking action. By caring for the natural world you are helping to ensure that everyone
around the world gets to enjoy fair access to a sustainable environment. Do the right thing
by preventing the suffering of all life-forms and making sure that no one is denied their
right to a healthy planet. SHOW YOUR COMPASSION. [Wolsko et al., 2016, page 9]

15. Here is a “conservative” (binding) question framing on environmental matters.

16. Very roughly, liberal respondents are not much affected by the differential framing. They are about as
likely to act in a pro-environment way immediately following either of the above framing messages.
Conservative respondents react negatively to the liberal framing and are less likely than controls to
act in a pro-environment way immediately following. Conservative respondents react positively to the
conservative framing and are more likely than controls to act in a pro-environment way immediately
following.

17.

Many patriotic citizens of the United States are concerned about the health of the natural
environment. We are interested in what you think and feel about this issue. First, please
read through the following brief public service announcement before answering a few ad-
ditional questions.

k sk ok

Show you love your country by joining the fight to protect the purity of America’s natural
environment. Take pride in the American tradition of performing one’s civic duty by taking
responsibility for yourself and the land you call home. By taking a tougher stance on
protecting the natural environment, you will be honoring all of Creation. Demonstrate
your respect by following the examples of your religious and political leaders who defend
America’s natural environment. SHOW YOUR PATRIOTISM! [Wolsko et al., 2016, pages
9—10]

On the received view, it is likely that conservatives in responding to liberal messaging are invok-
ing their conservative identities to produce the very negative results. So, moral considerations are
intertwined with identity considerations when taking action.

3 Discussion and Conclusion

1. It may provisionally be concluded that

(a) People generally respond to moral content approximately along the lines found in MFT and its

associated research.

(b) Moral judgments often interact with identity considerations. Moral content may signal identity
and affiliation: the presence of certain moral considerations in connection with a policy or course
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of action may attract or repel depending on antecedently established social identity. Conversely,
antecedently established social identity may influence the comparative importance of dimensions
of morality.

2. All of this needs further study and verification, of course. It also needs fleshing out to be deployed in
practice. There exists a considerable literature that can materially assist these purposes.

3. I note two upshots of these facts (and the MFT account) that should draw our attention.

(a) The first is that a carefully designed messaging effort, one that leverages a binding morals per-
spective, bids fair to be comparatively effective in engendering at least some degree of pro-
climate support and actions.

(b) The second upshot is that a poorly design messaging campaign may well damage public outreach
and education on policies related to climate change and sustainability.

4. The foregoing suggests a path going forward.

(a) Discovery.
Assemble individuals and community groups (including, e.g., the EAC) to come to a consid-
ered judgment regarding the objective links between the moral foundations and the climate and
sustainability policies contending for implementation. Of course, such links may or may not
be in sufficient strength and volume to be useful. It will be important to treat this as an honest
informational campaign, not as an exercise in manipulation of the public.

(b) Dissemination (outreach and education).
Go ahead and use the discovery results, adequately vetted so as to avoid doing damage.

(c) Combine.

Combine findings on moral values with findings on non-moral co-benefit values (such as health,
safety, love of nature, etc.) in dissemination programs. It may be hoped that this will afford
more accurate and comprehensive cost-benefit assessments of climate policies.
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ATTACHMENT 3 - Proposed Zoning Code Update to Support EV Charging

1. Article IlI: Private Electric Vehicle Charging Station exception in the frontage yard.

In the zoning code vehicle fueling devices, which includes gas pumps and electric vehicle
charging stations are prohibited in the frontage yard. The code does not distinguish between
commercial or residential for electric vehicle charging stations. Several residents without garages
for dedicated charging have requested to install a private residential electric charging station in
their driveways in front of their homes. The code currently prohibits the installation of this in the
front yard. Staff is proposing an amendment to allow for the installation of the private residential
electric charging station provided it can meet the following requirements:

Meet the principle building setbacks of the underlying district;

Placed as close to the principal building as practical;

The height of the electric vehicle charging station shall not exceed four (4”) feet; and
The electric vehicle charging station shall have a retractable or removable cord.

§ 155-3.5. Frontages.

F. Frontage yards are subject to the requirements of Table 3.5.1, Frontage
Yard Types, and the following:

(1)  The following structures and equipment are prohibited in frontage
yards:

(n)  Vehicular fueling device (gas pump, electric vehicle
charging station).

[1] Private electric vehicle charging stations are
permitted in residential districts provided that they
meet the principle building setback of the underlying
zoning district and the following:

[a]_The private electric vehicle charging station

shall be placed as close to the principal building as

practical.

[b] The height of the private electric vehicle
charging station shall not exceed four (4’) feet.

[c] The private electric vehicle charging station shall
have a retractable or removable cord.
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