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Whatis
Compost?

Composting uses the natural process of
decay to change organic wastes like
food scraps into a valuable humus-like
material called compost. To compost
simply means redirecting your organic
waste from your trash bin to a compost
bin. From there, you can use a variety of
methods, ranging from very hands-on |
to completely hands-off, to turn your | /
trash into environmentally beneficial

treasure.

OVER 50% OF THE TRASH IN YOUR
BAG COULD BE COMPOSTABLE
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SEEKING RESIDENTS TO PARTICPATE
IN A TOWNSHIP WASTE STUDY

OF LOWe,
Lower Merion Township would like to study J
Source: https.//growensemble.com/benefits-of-composting/ residents’ waste habits and the impCICt of Y g
composting on residents waste stream. If e =
COMPOSTING HELPS LIGHTEN THE LOAD you would like to participate in the studly, SUSTAINABILITY

please email EAC@lowermerion.org with the

FOR YOURSELF AND THE ENVIRONMENT subject line, "Waste Study”




Black
Gold

Forget petroleum, compost is the n
‘black gold'! At home, nutrient-packe
compost can be used to boost the growth

of house plants, gardens, lawns, and trees.

It adds nutritional value to homegrown
veggies, protects against pests, retains
water and feeds diverse life in the soil.

On a large scale, compost can be used to
replenish the nutrients in soil that have
been depleted from over-farming and
deforestation, and helps the environment
in many other ways. Compost also saves
farmers money on production costs,
creates more jobs than other disposal
methods, and helpssmunicipalities save
money on disposal costs.

How to
Compost

AT HOME

Composting at home is easy and fun! You can
compost outdoors in a compost pile, bin, or
arrel. Indoors, you can use the Bokashi system
or create a earthworm farm in as little as 2
square feet to turn your waste into valuable
compost. Contrary to popular belief, compost
does not smell bad when properly kept.

For more information about how to compost at
home, visit

https:/ /www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-
home#home

OFF-SITE

If you prefer not to compost at home, there are
plenty of composting facilities where you can
take your organic waste. Collect the waste in
bucket or tote with a lid, and drop it off at a local
composting facility once it's full. For a list of
facilities near you, visit

hitps:/ /recyclesearch.com/profile/ padep-
facility-directory,

Several companies in the area offer curbside
compost pick-up services, too! To find a pick-up
service, visit

https:/ /compostnow.org/compost-services/

Environmental
Benefits

\&"’ LESS LANDFILL SPACE

Composting frees up space in landfills, which
are expected to reach capacity in the U.S. within
the next 20 years.

\%—" FEWER METHANE EMISSIONS

Organic waste releases methane gas and other
air pollutants when they decay in landfills or are
burned in incinerators, but not when composted.

Y. MORE CARBON SEQUESTRATION

X—~> Compost aids plants in taking carbon dioxide
out of the atmosphere and storing it in the soil,
another win in the fight against climate change.

\% BETTER WATER MANAGEMENT

By stabilizing soil and plant roots, and retaining
and filtering water, compost helps reduce soil
erosion, water use, and water pollution.

\% LESS CHEMICAL FERTILIZER

Using compost reduces the need for chemical
fertilizers, which, when produced and
transported, cause air pollution, and when used,
cause water pollution.

Share Your
Compost
Story!

Show off your backyard or
curbside compost!

Take a photo or video of
your composting
adventures, tag
@LowerMerionSustainability
and use #LMTSustainability
#CompostChronicles

@ gardentinker *

53 likes
gardentinker Got me self a #compost bin and
started compost today! Yayyy!
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