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OVERVIEW

The following survey was conducted through the Bike More Drive Less project
administered by GVF and Lower Merion Township.

The Bike More, Drive Less project supports Montgomery County’s bicycle plan, Bike
Montco, and is funded by a Travel Options Program (TOP) grant from DVRPC.

The project aims to improve biking conditions for Lower Merion Township residents and
employees by identifying barriers and potential improvements.

The survey gathered valuable insights into barriers to biking and desired
improvements in the Lower Merion and Narberth communities. The survey results will
inform future efforts to enhance biking infrastructure and foster a more bike-friendly
environment.

e 237 responses received
e Data was collected throughout June 2023




SUMMARY

The survey received 237 responses. A common theme throughout the responses was
that residents would bike more if safe biking infrastructure, such as protected bike
lanes, were implemented. Most survey respondents were Lower Merion Township
residents (76%). Narberth Borough residents made up 22% of the total respondents.
Over 30% of survey takers were within the age range of 35-44 years old. The majority
of respondents identified as white/caucasian (91%). Over 43% said they might use a
bike share program within Lower Merion Township.

Many residents are unfamiliar with the Main Line Greenway bike network (53%.)
Montgomery Avenue and Woodbine Road were identified as priority areas for needed
bike infrastructure improvements (47%), followed by Lancaster Avenue/Clover Hill
Road (37%) and Wynnewood Road/West Athens Road (27%.)

The top elements people would like to see as the Main Line Greenway continues to
develop are:
« Protected bike lanes (70%)
* Enhanced intersection improvements to make crossings with high-volume streets
safer (58%)
« Increased off-road trail connections (39%)

The highest-ranking barrier to biking was:
» "Vehicle traffic making the roads feel unsafe to bike"
e "There are no bike lanes (protected or stripped) along my route.”

The top two biking destinations were:
e Local Shops and Markets (for example, grocery stores, pharmacies, Suburban
Square, and farmers’ markets)
e Scenic Routes and Trails (for example, Kelly Drive, Schuylkill River Trail)

Throughout the comments section, residents identified the need for protected bike
lanes several times.

By planning and implementing safe conditions for alternative transportation, Lower
Merion Township will enhance the accessibility of the community while providing vital
infrastructure to continue the future modernization of a community into a mixed-use
environment.

The project's next steps include:
e A team meeting to discuss survey results
o Identify/confirm a location for the demonstration project
e Develop a plan to implement the demonstration project



SURVEY RESULTS

WHICH BEST DESCRIBES YOU?

Other {please specify) 201% (3)

An employee within Narberth
Borough 0,42% (1)

An employee within
Lower Merion Township
0.54% (2)

A Marberth Borough
Towmnship resident 21.10%
30y

A Lower Merion Township
resident 73.53% (1790

WHAT IS YOUR AGE RANGE?

under 15

6,230

45-54
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WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOUR
RACE/ETHNICITY? (OPTIONAL) (PLEASE SELECT ALL
THAT APPLY.)

Black or
African... | 0.32%
Hispanic or
Lating 2ETH:

Native
American or..

White or
Caucasian 91.28%

Other {plzaze
=p=cify) I 1.83%

0% R 209 0% 404 507 =1 T B0% L=



HOW OFTEN DO YOU TYPICALLY USE EACH OF

THESE MODES OF TRAVEL IN LOWER MERION
TOWNSHIP AND NARBERTH BOROUGH?

Drive glans 32.03%
Drive with e
27.99% 43.23% £.99%
othars T
Take
(Uber, Lyft)
b,'j"f" 15.26% 19,132 21.74% 40.27%
wal
(outside) 68.24% 21.02% S 2.15%
s fenie [9E7)10.20% 34.33% 45.45%
=3 r -
il 1 95.45%
L [ -
==z 000
whaelcharr,... 100.00%
(=0 -
cearebony © 2.62% 96.51%
= g Lt Rt -
0% 1054 209 0% 4049 0% [ 7% B0% 90%% W09k

. A+ 1imes Q... . 1-3 times p... B -Etimesp... B L=:s freque.

* 4:+TIMES 13 TIMES 1-2 TIMES LESS TOTAL* WEIGHTED
PER * PER * PER * FREQUENTLY OR = AVERAGE
WEEK WEEK MOMNTH HEVER
= Drive glone 52.81% 32.03% 2.23% E.93%
12z T4 19 18 23 168
« Drive with athers 37.98% 43.23% 7% 6.25%
&7 g3 7 18 225 1.88
~ Take rideshare (Uber, Lyft) 0u00% 1.34% 22 30% TE.34%
i+ 3 =] 17 224 3.7b
» Ridea bicycle (including e-bike) 12.26% 1813% .74% 40.87%
42 B =] o4 230 285
« Walk (outsids) EE.24% 1.03% 8.13% 2.38%
163 23 19 g 33 145
= Ride public transit (SEPTA, 2.8T% 10.20% 34.33% 43.45%
Amtrak, etc) iy 24 80 108 33 a1k
» llseother transit or shuttle 1.75% 0.88% 0.28% 95.45%
services (school bus, 4 2 2 290 228 352
employer/residence shuttle,
=]
w llse s wheelchair, walker, or 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00%
other mobiliy device to get ] o o 228 228 L00
around outside
* \lsezskatsboard, scooter, ather 0.87% 0.00% 2.62% 96.51%
to get around outside by o B | 225 3.5



DO YOU/WOULD YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE BIKING WITHIN

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP?

I718%

Mo 4T.01%%

Unsure 13.81%

DO YOU/WOULD YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE BIKING WITHIN
NARBERTH BOROUGH?

Unsure 20.51%
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DO YOU FEEL IT IS SAFE TO BIKE WITHIN LOWER MERION
TOWNSHIP?

AMSWER CHOICES * RESPONSES -
+ Mone of the above 0.85% 2
= | strongly dissgres the community is safe to bike 30.77% 72
= | slightly dizsagres the community is safe to bike 33.33% T8
= [ neither agres or dizagres the community is safe to bike T8 18
= | slightly sgree the community is safe to biks 21.78%

= | strongly agree the community is =afe to bike 3.56% 13
= Other (please specify) Fezponszes 0.00%

TOTAL 234

DO YOU FEEL IT IS SAFE TO BIKE WITHIN NARBERTH

BOROUGH?

AMNSWER CHOICES *  RESPONSES -
= Mone of the above 4.27%

= [ strongly dissgree the community is safe to bike 10.68% 25
= [ slightly dizsagree the community is 5afe to bike 17.05% 40
= I neither agres or disagree the community is safe to bike 14.96% 2B
= [slightly sgree the community is safe to biks 33.76% TS

= [ strongly agree the community is 55fe to bike 19.23% 4E
= (Other (plzase specify) Responzes 0.00%

TOTAL 34
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WHAT BARRIERS PREVENT YOU FROM BIKING? (PLEASE

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY.)

Hone of the
above

Distanceto

how bo rida ...

I 2.14%

locations 1.
intz 'Elsitr::lri?. 4.70%
| do not :-'Epc: 2%
I do not knoaw | 8%

Lack of
Signags to... I 385%
There &re no
b.ke 'E'I-Ei"' _ ?1:?%
There &re no
zafe bike... B1.37%
Wehicle
Other (plaazs
EFEE.:"I;: - 21.3?%
[ 107 20%% 0% 40% S0% BIRE T 0% Bo%: W0
AMSWER CHOICES * RESPOMSES -
= Mone of the above 21486 E
= Distance to locations | need to get to 19.66% 45
= | am not interested in biking 4.70% 1
= | do not own & bike 313 2
= | do not know how to ride & bike 0.83% 2
= Lack of signage to direct me to the locations | need to g0 3.85% a
w Thare are no bike lanes (protected or stripped) along my route T1.TE% EE
= Thare are no safe biks routes to locations | need to get to B1.97% 14
= ehicle traffic make the roads feel unsafe to bike B2.05% 152
= (Other (please specify) Responses N.37T% BO

Total Respondents: 234

* Respondents could select multiple options when asked to identify barriers to
biking.

» The highest-ranking barriers to biking were vehicle traffic making the roads feel
unsafe to bike, there are no bike lanes (protected or stripped) along my route, and
there are no safe bike routes to locations | need to get to.



PLEASE INDICATE THE DESTINATIONS THAT YOU

TYPICALLY BIKE TO OR WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO BIKE
TO: (PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY):

Mone of the
zhavz

4,288

work 29.18%
Parks and ]
Recreational... B8.10%

Libraries or
Civic Buildings

Loczl Shops

and Marxsts Tt

Restaurants
and Cafes

Local Events
held in...

Scanic Routes
and Trails {... 72.53%

Zchools and

Univarsities 22.32%

Friends" or

Ralativaes'... J4.540%%

Train

Stations/us... 26.05%

Fitnazs
Caentars and...

24.46%

Ratails Stores

Tther {pleaze

speciy) 243%

0% 107 e 30% 40% S0%: cles oA Bl bos: 008k

ANSWER CHOICES * RESPOMSES -
+ MNone of the above 4.28% 10
»* Wark 818% ]
= Parks and Recreational Areas (for example: South Ardmore Park, Belmont Hills Pool) B910% 151
+ Libraries or Civic Building=s 39.6E% 138
= Loczl Shops and Markets (for example: grocery stores, pharmacies, Suburban Squars, farmers markets) TEN% TE
« FRestzurants and Cafies J0.6E% 139
+ Loczl Events held in Commercizl Districts {for exxample: Ardmare Fall Festival or Bryn Mawr Day) 43.30% n3
= Scenic Routes and Trails (for example: Kelly Drive, Schuylkill River Trail) T2E3% T8
« Schools and Universities 22.30% B2
= Friznds' or Relatives' Houses 3484% 2B
= Train Stations/Bus Stops 38.05% 24
= Fitnesz Centers and Sports Facilitizs 24.48% B7
+ Retails Stores 0.00% o]
= (Other (please specify) Aesponses 343% B

Total Respondents: 233
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ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH AND DO YOU UTILIZE THE
MAIN LINE GREENWAY BIKE ROUTE?

AMNSWER CHOICES * RESPOMNSES -
+ Mone of the above 00 o]
= | am familiar with and utilize the Main Line Gresnway 17.60% =
= | am familiar but do not utilize the Main Line Gresnway 28.81% =]
= | am not familiar with the Main Line Greenway 52.79% 123
TOTAL 233

AS THE MAIN LINE GREENWAY IS FURTHER DEVELOPED,
WHAT ELEMENTS DO YOU THINK ARE MOST IMPORTANT
TO INCLUDE? (PLEASE SELECT UP TO 2)

AMSWER CHOICES * RESPOMSES ™
= Mone of the above 331% -]
+ On-road striping 3E.40% B3
= On-road sharrow markings indicating shared use by bicycles and motor vehicles 34.M% 78
= Enhanced intersection improvemeants to make crossings with high volume streets safer S7.89% 132
= Protected bike lanes T013% 180
= Increased accessibility to a fix it station (& fix it station has a full set of tools for minor bike repair) 10.96% 25
« Increased off-road trail connections 39.048: 89
= (Other (please specify) Responses 14.04% 32

Total Respondents: 225
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PLEASE IDENTIFY AREAS ALONG THE MAIN LINE
GREENWAY ROUTE YOU FIND UNSAFE AND WOULD LIKE TO
SEE BIKING IMPROVEMENTS. (I.E. BIKE LANES, SAFE
CROSSINGS, IMPROVED SIGNAGE, ETC.) TO VIEW THE
MAIN LINE GREENWAY ROUTE, WHICH OUTLETS THE
BELOW LOCATIONS ON A MAP CLICK HERE.
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bl 0 R
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ol o
c'.qq-i:::gti? | 24.56%
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AMSWER CHOICES * RESPONSES =
= Mone of the above 11248 27
+ (1) Lower Righters Ferry Road West Laurel Hill Cemsatery & Righters Ferry Roed under Schuylkill Expressway 23.25% B3
+ (2) Righters Ferry Road/Monument Road Intersection/200 Monument RoadSouth 1.05% 48
+ (3} Cynwiyd Train Station Llandrille Road/Cobeyn Lane 16.23% 37
+ (4) Cynwiyd Station Exit - Conshohocksn State Road and Bala Avenue 23.00%  E7
= (5) Bowman between Baird and Velley City Avenus 27.63% =]
* () Montgomery Avenue and Woodbine Road 4883 107
+ (7) Parkwview Road (LMT) Woodside Road {Narberth) and Wynnewood Road 28.753% El
* (8) Lencaster Avenue and Clover Hill Road I5.84% B4
+ () Ssbine Roed/Kent Road/Penn Road 23.44% BB
= (10} Wynnewood Road and West Athens Road 2719%% g2
+ (11} Pennswood Road Bridge 13.18% a0
* (12} Montrose AvenuefAirdale Road,Orchard Way intersection 40% 25
* Other (please specify) Responses 243536% BB

Total Respondents: 228
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WOULD YOU USE A BIKE SHARE PROGRAM IF THERE WAS
ONE AVAILABLE IN LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP?




