Lower Merion Township

SINGLE USE PLASTIC
CARRY-OUT BAG
ORDINANCE

Beginning January 21, 2024

Beginning January 21, 2024, Lower Merion
Township retail establishments are KEY DATES
prohibited by Ordinance No. 4270 from .
providing customers with single use plastic * June 2l,2023:
carry-out bags and paper bags that do not
meet specific requirements for carryout or
delivery. Retail establishments can provide

Ordinance Adopted
July 21, 2023:
Retailers required to

compliant paper and reusable bags for a post signage at point-
fee of at least $0.10 each. From July 21, of-sale through
2023 through January 21, 2024, retail January 21, 2024
establishments are required to post at all January 21, 2024:
points of sale conspicuous signage Enforcement begins
informing customers about the ordinance
restrictions and fees. Enforcement of the Learn more at
ordinance will begin January 21, 2024. lowermerion.org/BYOB
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Single-Use Plastic Compliant Paper Bags Consumers are
Carry Out Bags are and Reusable Bags Are encouraged to BYOB -
Prohibited Permitted for a Fee of Bring Your Own Bag!

At Least $0.10 Each



Why ban single-use plastic carry out bags?

Americans use billions of plastic bags each year. Plastic bags require fossil fuels to produce and are not
degradable. They pollute our land, air, and water, and when they do break down into small particles, they
are ultimately consumed by animals, including humans. From an overall environmental and economic
perspective, the best alternative to plastic is a shift to reusable, backyard-compostable, or recyclable
paper bags.

Who Does the Ordinance Apply to?

Any store or commercial establishment, whether
for profit or not for profit, that sells perishable or
nonperishable goods, including, but not limited to,
clothing, food, and personal items, directly to the
customer and is located within or doing business
within the geographical limits of the Township.
These include but are not limited to: a commercial
establishment that generates a sales or use tax; a
drugstore, pharmacy, supermarket, grocery store,
farmers market, convenience food store, food
mart, delivery service or other business entity

engaged in the retail sale of a limited line of goods

that include milk, bread, soda and snack foods; a
public eating establishment (i.e. a restaurant,
take-out food establishment, or any other
business that prepares and sells prepared food to
be eaten on or off its premises); and a business

establishment that sells clothing, hardware, or any

other nonperishable goods.

Who Is Exempt from the Ordinance?
Dry cleaners, food banks, food pantries, senior
citizen centers or similar meal centers operated
by nonprofit or governmental organizations or
religious institutions.

Which Types of Bags Are Exempt?

e A bag without handles that is used to deliver
perishable items to the point of sale at a
commercial establishment, including bags
used to package bulk items, contain frozen
foods, unwrapped prepared foods & bakery
goods, produce, meat, and live animals;

e Bags used for laundry, dry cleaner,
newspaper, or to protect a purchased item
from damaging or contaminating other
purchased items; and

e Bags sold in packages containing multiple
bags, packaged at time of manufacture, and
intended for use as food storage bags, lawn
bags, trash or garbage bags, or pet waste
bags. e SCAN ME s

Download the
LMT Report-it App

Which Types of Bags Are Banned?
Any bag made predominantly of plastic derived
from either petroleum or a biologically based
source, such as corn or other plant sources,
which is made through a blown film extrusion
process and that is provided by a Retail
Establishment to a Customer at the point-of-sale.
The term does not include bags intentionally
designed for reuse or product packaging.

What are Compliant Bags?
1. A paper bag that meets the following minimum
requirements:

e |tis considered a recyclable paper material in
Chapter 82 of the Township Code, as the
same may be amended from time to time,
contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer
recycled material and displays the words
“recyclable” and/or “reusable” in a highly
visible manner on the outside of the bag; or

e |t can be composted

2. A reusable bag with stitched handles that is
specifically designed and manufactured for
multiple reuse. Reusable bags shall be made of
either cotton, polyester, polypropylene, or other
durable material.

Retail establishments must charge the Customer
a fee of at least $0.10 per Compliant Bag. This
charge must be reflected in the sales receipt.

Customers may use bags of any type that they
bring to the Retail Establishment themselves
without incurring a fee for a Compliant Bag or
other charge

How Will the Ordinance be Enforced?

A letter of warning for a first offense;

A civil penalty not exceeding $100 for a
second offense; and

» A civil penalty not exceeding $200 for a third;
and

» A civil penalty not exceeding $500 for a fourth
or any subsequent offense.

To report non-compliance, please use
LM Report-It.



