TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

HEALTH COMMITTEE Wednesday, January 26, 2022
8:00 PM (Approximately)

Chairperson: Gilda Kramer
Vice Chairperson: Rick Churchill

AGENDA

1. AUTHORIZATION OF DECLARATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY RELATED
TO COVID-19




MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVAN A Township

AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM: AUTHORIZATION OF DECLARATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY RELATED TO
COVID-19

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners authorizing the Emergency Management
Coordinator to enact a Declaration of Disaster Emergency related to COVID-19 as recommended by the
Township’s Health Advisory Council.

PUBLIC COMMENT

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
o Memorandum From Health Advisory Council in Support of Backup Material

Declaration

k| Draft Emergency Declaration Resolution



TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

MEMORANDUM

TO: President and Members of the Board of Commissioners
FROM: Michael Braffman, MD, FACP, Health Advisory Council
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Declaration of State of Emergency
DATE: January 18, 2022

Over the past month the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, has
emerged as the most infectious of the variants since the start of the pandemic 2 years ago. It is
markedly more infectious than the recent Delta variant and has led to the highest number of daily
infections locally, regionally, and nationally, and the highest number of hospitalizations in an
extraordinary surge since the onset of the pandemic in March 2020.

The incidence of community wide cases and percent test positivity have soared, far exceeding
those of earlier surges. Over the past two weeks, the incidence per 100,000 population has been
consistently greater than 1,000 and the percent positivity has similarly been peaking at over 18%.

The exponential spread of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 has had resulted in serious
consequences in the township:

o0 Despite the efficacy of vaccines at reducing severity of infections, hospitalizations and
emergency room visits are nevertheless near or exceeding capacity, leading to reduction
or cancellation of elective procedures and less capacity for caring for patients who are ill
without COVID and jeopardizing the ability to provide care to all patients.

0 Health care workers are overworked and have become ill as well, further limiting health
care provider capacity

0 Workplaces have been severely disrupted due to infections or need for quarantines

0 Schools have had to have classroom, grade or school wide closure or forced to return to
virtual learning as students and teachers become ill or exposed to infection.

Over the past week, hospitalizations have started to decline but it will be weeks before there is
substantial improvement to permit normal functioning and weeks before transmission rates of
infection in the wider township community drop below high levels.

In light of the continued danger to the health and safety of the township residents, it is the
consensus of the HAC that a declaration of a state of emergency be declared so as to alleviate the
challenges to the health care facilities and health care providers, to aid in maintaining essential
public services which includes allowing advisory boards to meet virtually, to purchase supplies
and equipment as necessary, and to take any emergency response action deemed necessary.
Given the rapid changes in the spread of infection and hospitalizations during the current surge,
the need to maintain this declaration can be assessed weekly.



DECLARATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) has caused or threatens to cause injury, damage, and
suffering to the persons and property of Lower Merion Township and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has endangered the health, safety and welfare of a substantial number of
persons residing in Lower Merion Township, and threatens to create problems greater in scope
than Lower Merion Township may be able to resolve; and

WHEREAS, over the past month the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes
COVID-19, has emerged as the most infectious of the variants since the start of the pandemic 2
years ago; and

WHEREAS, the exponential spread of the Omicron.variant of COVID-19 has had resulted in
serious consequences in the Township including reduced health care provider capacity and
disruptions in schools and workplaces; and

WHEREAS, emergency management measures are required to reduce the severity of this disaster
and to protect the health, safety and welfare of affected residents in Lower Merion Township.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael J. McGrath, the undersigned Emergency Management
Coordinator of Lower Merion Township pursuant to the provisions of 87501 of the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Services Code, (35 PA C.S., 87501), as amended, do hereby declare the
existence of a disaster emergency in Lower Merion Township;

FURTHER, as Emergency Management Coordinator, | will coordinate the activities of the
emergency response, to take all appropriate action needed to alleviate the effects of this disaster,
to aid in the restoration of and continuity of essential public services, and to take any other
emergency response action deemed necessary to respond to this emergency.

This Declaration shall take effect immediately.

By: Date:
Michael J. McGrath
Emergency Management Coordinator

By: Date:
Ernie B. McNeely
Township Manager

By: Date:
Jody L. Kelley
Township Secretary
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