
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

DANIEL S. BERNHEIM, PRESIDENT

December 15, 2021 - 7:30 PM

AGENDA

 

1. Call to Order

2. Moment of silence in memory of Howard L. West, Jr., former Commissioner of Ward 10.

3. Roll Call

4. Approval of Minutes

• Minutes of a stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners held on November 17, 2021, as
distributed.

 

5. Announcements / Presentations

• The Board met in Executive Session on December 8, 2021 and will meet on December 15, 2021
to receive reports from its professional staff.

• The Christmas Day holiday will be observed on Friday, December 24, 2021, and the New
Year’s Day holiday will be observed on Friday, December 31, 2021, New Year’s Day. These are
legal holidays and the Township Administration Building and Libraries will be closed for
business, and there will be no refuse or recycling collection.

• The 62nd Biennial Reorganization Meeting of the Board of Commissioners will be held on
Monday, January 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Township Administration
Building.

6. Public Privilege of the Floor

The Floor is open to provide the opportunity for the public to address the Board on any non-agenda
item or any other public matter in which the Township has jurisdiction or authority.
 
Response to Public Privilege of the Floor - Appropriate time for any member of the Board, the
Township Manager, or designated staff person to address and correct any statement made by a member
of the public during the Public Privilege portion of the agenda.

7. Public Comment

The Floor is open to provide the opportunity for the public to address the Board on matters relating to
agenda items which will be voted upon at this meeting.
 
Response to Public Comment - Appropriate time for any member of the Board, the Township
Manager, or designated staff person to address or respond to any statement made by a member of the
public during the Public Comment portion of the agenda.
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8. Consent Calendar

Consent Calendar items are grouped together in the last section of the agenda which is marked
"Consent Calendar." If there is a request from any member of the Board for separate discussion of any
item listed on the Consent Calendar, the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar and
considered during the appropriate Committee portion after non-consent items listed under that
Committee are addressed.

a. AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE FUNDS HELD IN ESCROW

b. APPROVAL OF HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPLICATIONS

c. APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

d. RESOLUTION - APPOINTMENTS TO CITY AVENUE SPECIAL SERVICES
DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

e. WAIVER OF LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 25 Elliott Avenue & 762 W. Lancaster
Avenue, AQUA Pennsylvania, Bryn Mawr, LD# W-21-001, Ward 4.

f. CONDITIONAL USE & PRELIMINARY LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN – 39 Fairview
Road, Penn Valley, SD # 3847 & 3847C, Ward 1

g. APPOINTMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

h. APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

i. RESOLUTION – EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PLAN AMENDMENT

j. APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP)

k. APPROVAL OF CDBG-CV FUNDING REALLOCATION FOR RESIDENTIAL
RENTAL AND MORTAGE ASSISTANCE

l. AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 126,
SEWERS AND CHAPTER A167, FEES - CREATING SEWER DISTRICT NUMBER 6
AND ESTABLISHING CONNECTION FEES

m. RESOLUTION - DESIGNATION OF AGENT TO EXECUTE FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE FORMS RELATED TO TROPICAL DEPRESSION IDA

n. AUTHORIZATION OF EASEMENTS FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY BRIDGE #6
REPLACEMENT PROJECT AND RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE SIGNATORY
AUTHORITY

9. Building and Planning Committee

a. The Consent Calendar contains items referred from the December 8, 2021 meeting of this
Committee (items a - h).

 

10. Finance Committee

a. APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) - ROLLING HILL PARK MASTER PLANNING
PROJECT
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b. APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) - SCHAUFFELE GREEN PROJECT

 
c. APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022 BUDGET - TREE

CANOPY PROTECTION AND PLANNING

 
d. The Consent Calendar contains items referred from the December 1, 2021 meeting of this

Committee (items i - j).

 
e. A meeting of the Finance Committee will be held on Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at

approximately 7:15 p.m. at which time items may be referred to the Board of Commissioners for
action.

 

11. Grants and Community Development Committee

a. APPROVAL OF CDBG-CV FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR NEIGHBORS HELPING
NEIGHBORS

 
b. The Consent Calendar contains items referred from the December 8, 2021 meeting of this

Committee (item k).

 

Library Committee

a. A meeting of the Library Committee will be held on Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at
approximately 7:10 p.m. at which time items may be referred to the Board of Commissioners for
action.

 

12. Police Committee

a. A meeting of the Police Committee will be held on Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at
approximately 7:25 p.m. at which time items may be referred to the Board of Commissioners for
action.

 

13. Public Works Committee

a. The Consent Calendar contains items referred from the December 1, 2021 meeting of this
Committee (items l - m)..

 

14. Township Properties Committee

a. The Consent Calendar contains items referred from the December 8, 2021 meeting of this
Committee (item n).
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15. Adoption of Ordinances

• ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 145, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC –
UNION AVENUE PARKING RESTRICTION, SCHILLER AVENUE PARKING
RESTRICTION, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT NO. 20 PARKING RESTRICTIONS

 
• ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 78, FIRE PREVENTION, -

INCREASING THE REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT FOR THE VOLUNTEER
SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM

 
• ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - 2021 DEFICIENCY

 
• ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - 2022 TAX LEVY AND APPROPRIATIONS

 

16. Unfinished Business

17. New Business

18. Adjournment
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: 

ITEM:  Minutes of a stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners held on November 17, 2021, as
distributed.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE FUNDS HELD IN ESCROW

Consider for approval to release funds held in escrow as Improvement Guarantees in accordance with §135-5 of
the Township Code for the following:
 
1064 & 1080 Mt. Pleasant Road (LOWM 256.31)
Mt. Pleasant Road Subdivision
Escrow Release No. 2
Amount $ 68,910.00
 
39-41 E Montgomery Avenue (LOWM 248.73)
Montgomery Glen
Escrow Release No. 2
Amount $ 343,122.00
 
335 Righters Ferry Road (LOWM 244.48)
Escrow Release No. 4 (FINAL)
Amount $ 125,839.00

6



AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPLICATIONS

Consider for approval the following applications as recommended by the Building & Planning Committee at
their meeting held on December 8, 2021:
 
a)  83 West Levering Mill Road, Bala Cynwyd, Class 2, 2020-R-37 – restore the south façade by re-creating
door and window openings and replacing non-original brick with stone to match surrounding materials, in
compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 1, 2, 5, 6, 9 and 10.
 
b)  5 West Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore, First Presbyterian Church of Ardmore, Class 2, 2021-R-38 -
approval to replace deteriorating slate on two rear roof slopes with Slateline or Timberline dimensional asphalt
shingles, in compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.
 
c)  1445 Mt. Pleasant Road, Villanova , Class 2, 2021-R-36 - approval to modify a barn building, with a
subcommittee to review remaining details including windows, roof penetrations, and the location of HVAC
equipment, in compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

Consider for approval action on the following certificates of appropriateness as recommended by the Building
& Planning Committee at their meeting held on December 8, 2021:
 
a)  358 Righters Mill Road, Gladwyne Historic District, 21-30 – approval to install a wall sign, with a
subcommittee to review ceiling mounted lighting, in compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9
and 10.
 
b)  8 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District, 21-31 – approval to install a sign
consisting of illuminated letters on a raceway, with preferences for the raceway to be painted to match the
building façade and reduced in depth, in compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.
 
c) 33 Cricket Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District, 21-32 – approval to replace wood windows in
the second and third floor of the projecting bay facing Cricket Avenue with mahogany wood windows with
simulated or true divided lights, in compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.
 
d) 639 Loves Lane, Wynnewood, English Village Historic District, 21-33 – approval to replace multiple
original leaded glass windows on the left side and rear facades with replacement windows featuring muntins
with putty glaze profiles, with details to be reviewed by a subcommittee, in compliance with Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards 9 and 10.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  RESOLUTION - APPOINTMENTS TO CITY AVENUE SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Consider for adoption a resolution to appoint Joseph P. Kender to the City Avenue Special Services District
(CASSD) Board of Directors, whose term will expire December 31, 2025, and reappoint Paul Blake and
Robert ‘Duke’ Kennedy, with terms to expire December 31, 2026.
 

RESOLUTION
 
WHEREAS, vacancies will exist on the Board of Directors of the City Avenue Special Services District of
Philadelphia and Lower Merion, and
 
WHEREAS, the Articles of Incorporation of the City Avenue Special Services District provide that a Board
of Director's seat that is representative of Lower Merion Township be approved by the governing body of the
Township of Lower Merion through a resolution of the Board of Commissioners.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower
Merion hereby appoint the following individuals to the City Avenue Special Services District Board of
Directors:
 

Name                                                      Term Expires
Joseph P. Kinder                                    December 31, 2025
Paul Blake                                              December 31, 2026
Robert ‘Duke’ Kennedy                          December 31, 2026
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  WAIVER OF LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 25 Elliott Avenue & 762 W. Lancaster Avenue,
AQUA Pennsylvania, Bryn Mawr, LD# W-21-001, Ward 4.

Consider for approval a Waiver of Land Development Plan. The Plan prepared by Chester Valley Engineers,
dated March 31, 2021, last revised November 19, 2021 shows the demolition of the existing building located at
25 Elliot Avenue, consolidation of 25 Elliot Avenue and 762 W. Lancaster Avenue, and construction of 14
space surface parking area.  
 
The application requires the following relief which was recommended for approval by the Building & Planning
Committee:

1. Subdivision & Land Development Code Section 135-7A to not provide a Tentative Sketch Plan.
2. Subdivision & Land Development Code Section 135-10A(3) to not provide a Preliminary Land

Development Plan.
3. Subdivision & Land Development Code Section 135-13 to not provide a Final Plan.
4. Subdivision & Land Development Code Section 135-16 to not provide certain Tentative Sketch Plan

requirements unless requested by the Township Engineer.
5. Subdivision & Land Development Code Section 135-19 to not provide certain Preliminary Plan

requirements unless requested by the Township Engineer.
6. Security of Buildings Code Section 123-30 to allow for reduced lighting, by allowing a one (1’) foot

candle to keep lower lighting. The lighting fixtures will be provided with a vapor cover of equal break
resistant materials.

 
Expiration Date – N/A.............   ...............…………….…………………….........Zoning – BMVD 3 & 4
Applicant: Michael L. Convery
Property Owner: Aqua Pennsylvania Inc.
Applicant's Representative: Denise Yarnoff, Esq.
 
On December 8, 2021 the Building & Planning Committee recommended approval subject to the following
conditions:
 
Township Engineer’s Review:
 
1.  The Township Engineer’s review letter dated November 29, 2021 shall be incorporated by reference into
these conditions of approval to the extent the same is consistent with these conditions of approval, with the
exception of comment C.3.
 
Landscape Plan/Streetscape:
 
2.  The streetscape improvements, including the sloped landscaped area and the sidewalk/verge, located along
the Elliott Avenue and Old Lancaster Road property frontages shall be retained if the property were to ever be
redeveloped in the future.
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3.  The final design of the retaining walls shall be reviewed by Planning Staff for consistency with the approved
details.
 
4.  A blue stone capping shall be used for the retaining walls.
 
5.  A low wall shall be provided along the Elliot Avenue frontage and shall be constructed with the same
materials as shown on the Old Lancaster Road wall.
 
6.  The applicant shall investigate salvaging or incorporating the existing stone found on the site into the
landscape design.
 
7.  The applicant shall work with staff to install an alternating landscape and brick hardscape verge along the
property frontage. The landscape verge shall include street trees and perennial plantings and shall be subject
to review and approval by staff.
 
8.  A revised landscape plan complying with Natural Features Code Section 101-9 and conditions herein shall
be prepared and sealed by a Registered Landscape Architect and submitted with the grading permit plan.
 
9.  A maintenance and operations plan shall be submitted for all proposed landscaping and hardscaping,
including the street trees and other amenities installed along the street frontages. The maintenance plan shall
include the requirement to evaluate the street trees a minimum of every three years and the installation of an
irrigation system.
 
10.  Landscape improvements provided for this application shall be perpetually maintained in a healthy and/or
sound condition in compliance with Natural Features Code Section 101-11. The applicant shall record a
covenant on the property in a form acceptable to the Township Solicitor to guarantee this requirement. A draft
covenant shall be submitted with the grading permit plan.
 
11.  Where street tree pits are shown on the approved landscape plans they shall be properly designed to
provide adequate space for root zones based on the species of tree selected and where space exists without
interference from underground utility lines and facilities that exist or that are necessary to service the building or
area.   Structural or amended soil shall be used in the tree pits. Applicant shall work with Township Staff on the
details of the street tree pits, which shall be subject to approval of Township Staff.
 
12.  The applicant shall work with the Shade Tree Commission on street tree species.
 
13.  The branching height of the street trees shall be increased to eliminate the potential for conflicts with
signage, trucks and pedestrians.
 
14.  The applicant shall take appropriate precautions to minimize damage to the root system of existing trees in
the area of construction.
 
15.  The existing trees shall be devined.
 
16.  The applicant shall continue to evaluate the feasibility and make best efforts to preserve existing buffer
planting material.
 
17.  The cedar fence is to be shown on the plan consistent with the Architectural Landscape Plans.
 
Connectivity & Circulation:
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18.  Curb, sidewalk and the existing concrete apron shall be noted to be repaired or replaced at the direction of
the township.
 
19.  Concrete sidewalk details and the sidewalk thickness shall comply with township standards.
 
20.  The applicant shall incorporate a porous walkway connection from the parking spaces closest to Elliot
Avenue with the sidewalk on Elliot Avenue.
 
21.  Existing and/or proposed pavement markings and directional signage are to be provided for the proposed
expanded parking area and existing Elliot Avenue access drive.
 
22.  Turning diagrams are to be provided to ensure that the turnaround area is adequate to accommodate
parked vehicles or vehicles that need to exit due to no available parking. The size and dimensions of the
turnaround area may need to be adjusted.
 
Signage:
 
23.  Any future signage visible from a public way shall be reviewed and approved by planning staff and shall be
a traditional sign type such as wood with either carved or painted lettering.
 
24.  No corporate signage shall be located along the property frontage that faces residential uses.
 
Operation:
 
25.  The applicant shall investigate assigning employee parking spaces to reduce the need for employees to
circle the site looking for available spaces.
 
26.  The applicant shall implement actions in an effort to reduce vehicle trips such as:

a)  Join the Greater Valley Forge Transportation Management Association (GVFTMA) which advocates
increased mass transit service in the area and helps organizations develop Travel Demand Management
plans; and
b)  Join the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s (DVRPC) RideECO program, which can
be offered as an employer-paid benefit, through a pre-tax payroll deduction, or with the employer paying a
portion of RideECO.
c)  Dedicate a bulletin board/kiosk at main entrances for mass transit/ride sharing information including the
schedules for the Paoli Thorndale and Route 100 rail lines and SEPTA bus service;
d)  Identify a Human Resources (HR) person as the trip reduction/ride sharing/mass transit contact
person for employee questions and distribution of mass transit schedules, etc.; and
e)  Once a year distribute updated mass transit schedules and ride sharing information to employees.

 
Construction:
 
27.  The applicant shall conduct regular street cleaning of all roadways adjacent to active portions of the
construction site.  Staff shall have the right to order street cleaning more often if there is evidence of
construction related debris in the roadway during the project.
 
28.  The applicant shall document compliance with the notification requirements of the Federal Asbestos
National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) and shall submit an Asbestos
Abatement and Demolition/Renovation form to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
and the EPA at least 10 days prior to commencing demolition. Copies of these documents shall be provided
to the Township prior to the issuance of a building permit.
 

12



29.  The demolition plan shall indicate how dust and other air particles will be controlled, the procedure for
demolishing the buildings and how the demolished building materials will be removed from the site. If
asbestos or any other regulated hazardous material exists within the building, it shall be removed and
certifications to that effect shall be filed with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
Notice of demolition shall be provided by posting of the site at least seven days in advance of the proposed
demolition.
 
30.  During demolition of the existing structures the applicant shall ensure that the contractor takes appropriate
measures to minimize dust at all times during active demolition. Multiple hoses and/or a water truck shall be
provided on site to continually spray the building during demolition. The demolition plan shall include the
specific water measures to be used to reduce the dust during demolition.
 
31.  The applicant shall submit a parking plan with the permit plans detailing where construction vehicles will
be parked. The plan shall be subject to the approval of the Township prior to the issuance of any permits.
The applicant shall identify a contact person to be on-site and enforce the parking plan as well as any and all
other neighborhood issues that may arise due to the construction.
 
32.  All construction-related vehicles shall be parked on site or at a remote site not in the neighborhood. No
construction-related vehicles may park on the street. This includes personal vehicles operated by construction
workers or vehicles operated for construction workers, material suppliers, product vendors, and all
construction trades engaged in the project.
 
33.  The applicant shall utilize the services of an architectural salvage or deconstruction company, to preserve
or recycle building materials on the existing structures, including but not limited to stone, brick, and wood.
Architectural details such as windows and interior and exterior details including but not limited to fixtures and
any wood, glass and metalwork of quality and good condition shall be salvaged. The applicant shall provide
documentation to planning staff indicating how this condition will be met.
 
34.  Erosion control measures shall be provided. The proposed construction access location shall be indicated
and inlet protection shown for structures along Elliot Avenue and Old Lancaster Road. Details that conform to
township standards shall be shown.
 
Utilities:
 
35.  The location of all transformers and utility boxes shall be shown on the Final Permit Plans. Additional
utility improvements resulting in material changes to approved plan including but not limited to the loss of
required parking, changes to circulation patterns or the alteration of the quantity or location of proposed
landscaping shall require an amendment to the approved plan.
 
36.  Any relocated fire hydrants on the site shall be subject to the approval of the Fire Marshal.
 
37.  A Highway Permit is required to be obtained from the Public Works Department for the proposed work
within the right-of-way and connection to the existing storm sewer system.
 
Lighting:
 
38.  An outdoor lighting plan, sealed by a responsible design professional that includes illuminance patterns
shall be submitted to and approved by the Director of the Building and Planning Department prior to issuance
of any permits. The location, luminaire type, wattage, means of control and pole height shall be indicated.
Lighting shall be designed to minimize the off-site transmission of light, to shield the source of illumination and
to prevent glare on adjacent properties. Exterior luminaires shall be full cut-off unless it can be demonstrated
that cut-off luminaires are more appropriate and will result in less off-site light trespass.
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39.  The lighting plan shall be designed to comply with the 2015 IECC or the 2013 ANSI/ASHRAE/IES
 Standard 90.1.
 
40.  If any new lighting is proposed, a lighting plan shall be submitted with the grading permit application. The
location, luminaire type, wattage, pole height and illumination patterns shall be indicated. The lighting shall be
designed to reduce the off-site transmission of light, to shield the source of illumination and to prevent glare on
adjacent properties.
 
Standard Conditions of Approval:
 
41.  Deed of consolidation shall be provided prior to obtaining a grading permit.
 
42.  A copy of the revised plan shall be submitted with any changes highlighted and shall be accompanied by a
letter indicating how each requested revision has been addressed in the re-submission.
 
43.  Any changes to the approved plans shall require the submission of an as-built plan prior to the issuance of
a Certificate of Occupancy. Building and Planning staff can waive this requirement if the changes are
determined to be insignificant.
 
44.  The owner shall make payment of the Township Engineer’s inspection fees within 30 days of presentation.
A penalty of 1.5% per month will be due for late payments from the date of presentation. If any shares are not
paid within 60 days of presentation, the Township may elect to suspend any outstanding permits until all
pending charges are settled.
 
45.  The owner shall make payment of fees and expenses of the Township’s professional consultants who
perform services on behalf of the Township with respect to these plans and the work contemplated thereunder
and will establish and maintain with the Township those escrows for the payment of such fees required by
Township Code. Owner agrees that any statement from the Township for such fees which remain unpaid for a
period of 30 days may be recorded against the property as a municipal lien.
 
46.  The property owner(s) shall comply with all federal, state and applicable Lower Merion Township
ordinances and laws regardless of specific mention herein.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  CONDITIONAL USE & PRELIMINARY LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN – 39 Fairview
Road, Penn Valley, SD # 3847 & 3847C, Ward 1

Consider for approval a Conditional Use Plan and Preliminary Subdivision Plan. The plan, dated November
15, 2019, last revised on June 25, 2021, prepared by Hibbeln Engineering Company, LLC, shows the
subdivision of 2.36 acres into two lots. The proposed subdivision will create the following:
 

Lot 1, totaling 1.29 acres (56,394 sq. ft.) will retain the existing one-story single-family detached
dwelling, carport, septic system, and a portion of an existing shared driveway extending from Fairview
Road to Conshohocken State Road.

 
Lot 2, totaling 1.07 acres (46,627 sq. ft.) contains a shed, which will be removed, and a single-family
detached dwelling will be developed on the property requiring the construction of a stormwater
management system, and the installation of a septic tank. This lot will be accessed from the existing
shared driveway.

 
Expiration Date – 12/31/2021…………...................…...………..Zoning – R1/RAA/HROD
Applicant: Frederic Fox
Applicant's Representative: Jamie Jun, Esquire
 
On December 8, 2021, the Building & Planning Committee recommended adoption of a resolution approving
the Conditional Use Plan.  The applicant seeks Conditional Use approval for the following:
 
a)  to create a rear lot, pursuant to Zoning Code Section 155-128;
b)  to reduce the rear yard setback on Lot 1 pursuant Zoning Code Section 155-152; and
c)  to increase the permitted impervious surface on Lot 1, also pursuant Zoning Code Section 155-152.
 
The Conditional Use Approval for the rear yard setback requires the provision of a façade covenant
permanently protecting the historic resource per Section § 155-153.B(4).
 

RESOLUTION
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Merion received application #3847C from Jamie Jun, Esq. on behalf of
Frederic Fox, proposing to create a narrow rear lot pursuant to Code §155-128 and to modify the rear yard
setback and impervious surface requirements of the R-1 zoning district pursuant to Code §155-152.; and
 
WHEREAS, the application was referred to Pamela M. Loughman, Esq., Hearing Officer, to take testimony
and make recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and an Order for the consideration of the
Board of Commissioners; and
 
WHEREAS, following a hearing on the application, the Hearing Officer prepared and has submitted to the
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Board of Commissioners her Report in the form of a document styled “Recommendations for Findings of
Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order” whereby the Hearing Officer recommends that the application be
granted; and
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, having reviewed and considered the Hearing Officer’s Report,
wishes to render its decision.
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion hereby resolves:
 

1.      That the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the attached Report of Pamela M.
Loughman, Esq., Hearing Officer, be and the same are hereby adopted as the Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law of the Board of Commissioners in the matter of the application of Frederic Fox
for the property at 39 Fairview Road, Narberth.
 

The Board deems the following order to be appropriate:
 

ORDER
 

AND NOW on this 15th day of December 2021 application #3847C for conditional use approval is granted
based on the documents and plans submitted in support of the application all of which are specifically
incorporated herein by reference thereto.  In lieu of the required lot design limitations, the Applicant is
permitted:
 

a.   To create a rear lot, pursuant to Zoning Code Section 155-128;
 

b.   To reduce the rear yard setback on Lot 1 to 12.75 feet pursuant Zoning Code Section 155-152; and
c.   To increase the permitted impervious surface on Lot 1 to 22.14%, also pursuant Zoning Code
Section 155-152.  

 
Subject to the following conditions:

 
1.      The Applicant shall submit a Declaration of Covenants, Easements and Restrictions permanently
protecting the historic resource per Section § 155-153.B(4) of the Township zoning code, which Declaration
shall be in a form acceptable to the Township Solicitor and thereafter recorded against Lot 1;
 
2.      A second stage plan ensuring that the design of the new building on Lot 2 shall be complimentary with
mass and scale of the Historic Resource on Lot 1 shall be submitted for review by the Historical
Commissioner and thereafter shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Commissioners.
 
3.      Any dwelling or other improvement proposed to be erected on Lot 2 may not appear taller than the
existing Historic Resource on Lot 1 when viewed from the right-of-way. A cross section, including the dwelling
on Lot 1 and the proposed dwelling on Lot 2, oriented as perpendicular from Fairview Road shall be provided
with the second stage plan for determination of compliance by the Township; and
 
4.      The Applicant shall submit a Declaration of Covenants, Easements and Restrictions guaranteeing that the
height of any structure on Lot 2 does not appear taller than the historic resource on Lot 1.  The Declaration
shall be provided in a form satisfactory to the Township Solicitor and thereafter recorded against Lot 2.
 
The Preliminary Subdivision Plan application requires the following relief which was recommended for
approval by the Building & Planning Committee on December 8, 2021:
 
1. Zoning Code § 155-128 to create a rear lot.
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2. Zoning Code § 155-152 to reduce the rear yard setback on Lot 1.
 
3. Zoning Code § 155-152 to increase the permitted impervious surface on Lot 1.
 
4. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-27.L(1). A waiver is requested from the requirements out
of ‘abundance of caution’ for the existing common driveway to have a grade in excess of 5% behind the right-
of-way and a portion of the existing drive to have grade in excess of 14%.
 
5. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-27.L.(2), to not impose additional construction
requirements on the private driveway which exceeds 200 feet in length.
 
6. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-28.A. A waiver is requested from the requirement to install
sidewalks due to slope and woodlands. There are currently no sidewalks along Fairview Road.
 
7. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-28.D. A waiver is requested from the requirement to install
curbs. There are currently no curbs at the entrance on Fairview Road.
 
8. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-35.A(2). A lot may not be created which is excessively
irregular unless reasonably dictated by the topography of the land or other natural feature. An excessively
irregular lot is one which is not four sided or which has a boundary line the length of which is more than 2.5
times the width of the opposite or adjacent boundary line. The applicant is pursuing relief as a conditional use
option provided through historic preservation options.
 
9. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-35.A(3). A waiver is requested from the requirement to
provide a rear lot that is irregular in shape. The side lines of the lot shall be at right angles or radial to the right-
of-way lines.
 
10. Subdivision and Land Development Code § 135-40.B. A waiver is requested from the requirement to
connect the sanitary systems to the Township sanitary sewer system. While it does appear possible for the site
to physically connect to the public sewer located in Conshohocken State Road through the current utility leg,
due to the area not being located within the Township Act 537 Plan, connection is not currently possible. The
applicant is proposing on lot private septic systems, which is concurrent with the existing house as well as the
surrounding properties on this section of Fairview Road.
 
On December 8, 2021 the Building & Planning Committee recommended approval of the Preliminary
Subdivision Plan subject to the following conditions:
 
Township Engineer’s Review:
 
1. The Township Engineer’s review letter dated October 1, 2021, shall be incorporated by reference into these
conditions of approval to the extent the same is not consistent with these conditions of approval or any relief or
modifications granted.
 
2. During construction stormwater management controls shall be addressed in the calculations. It must be
clearly documented that the worst cover condition has been analyzed in the calculations.
 
3. Proof of adequacy of the proposed on-site sewage disposal systems determined by percolation tests, soil
classification, and depth of water table is to be furnished by a registered professional engineer or other qualified
person.
 
Approvals:
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4. A Second Stage Plan for the proposed dwelling on Lot 2 shall be required. The Second Stage plan shall
consider construction impacts to common features such as the shared driveway.
 
5. Should the applicant receive the Conditional Use approval, they will be required to provide a façade
covenant permanently protecting the historic resource per § 155-153.B(4).
 
6. Conditional Use Code Relief notes on Conditional Use Plan shall be revised to include the necessary waiver
from § 135-27.L.(2), regarding private driveways which exceed 200 feet in length.
 
Building Design and Layout:
 
7. The applicant to investigate the feasibility of relocating the house and driveway to avoid steep slope areas
and minimize disturbance to the natural features.
 
8. The applicant shall work with Township staff to ensure the proposed dwelling on Lot 2 will have minimal
impact on important viewsheds with concern for scale and massing.
 
Landscape Plan:
 
9. Replacement of impervious surfaces with pervious paving on Lot 1 shall not take place before Second Stage
Plan approval and replacement detail should be presented to the Historical Commission for acceptance of
plans consistent with the principals of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic
Structures.
 
10. A landscape plan complying with Natural Features Code Sections 101-9 and 101-5B, Zoning Code
Section 155-167.7 and conditions herein shall be prepared and sealed by a Registered Landscape Architect and
submitted with a Second Stage Plan.
 
Driveway:
 
11.  Conditional Use Plan Notes no. 4 state “ultimate right-of-way is offered for dedication”. Plan do not
appear to explicitly indicate the portion of right-of-way for dedication and shall be revised for clarity. The
applicant shall work with Township Public Works for consideration of acceptance of the proposed dedication
and provide documentation on Final Plans.
 
12.  Plans illustrate a proposed stop sign at the intersection of the private drive and Fairview Road. The
applicant shall work with Township Engineer and Public Works to ensure proper sign location and compliance
with Chapter 145: Vehicles and Traffic. Additionally, maintenance and responsibility of the sign shall be
identified on the Final Plan notes.
 
Utilities:
 
13.  Overhead Utility Notes on the Conditional Use Plan shall be revised for clarity and shall be coordinated
with the Township Engineer and Public Works.
 
14. The location of the proposed utility services shall be provided.
 
Standard Plan Items/Conditions of Approval:
 
15. All lot area, building area and impervious surface shall be included on the plan in square feet and as a
percentage of the net lot area of each property.
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16.  A future five foot wide sidewalk shall be installed along the property frontage of Fairview Road if and
when required by the Board of Commissioners.  The future sidewalk shall be shown on the final plan and
noted as deferred.
 
17. A copy of the revised plan shall be submitted with any changes highlighted. A letter shall also be provided
with the revised plan indicating how each requested revision has been addressed in the re-submission.
 
18. The Preliminary Subdivision Plan, complying with all applicable conditions of approval, shall be filed with
the Department of Building and Planning within six (6) months from the date of the Conditional Use approval
by the Board of Commissioners.
 
19. Approval of this Conditional Use does not ensure that the developer or the owner can ultimately develop
the property as shown on the plan. The proposed development’s compliance with various Township
ordinances, including but not limited to the Natural Features Conservation Code shall not be determined until
the applicant submits a Preliminary Subdivision Plan for Township approval.
 
20.  The owner will make payment of fees and expenses of the Township’s professional consultants who
perform services on behalf of the Township with respect to these plans and the work contemplated thereunder
and will establish and maintain with the Township those escrows for the payment of such fees required by
Township Code. Owner agrees that any statement from the Township for such fees which remain unpaid for a
period of 30 days may be recorded against the property as a municipal lien.
 
21.  The owner shall make payment of the Township Engineer’s inspection fees within 30 days of presentation.
A penalty of 1.5% per month will be due for late payments from the date of presentation. If any shares are not
paid within 60 days of presentation, the Township may elect to suspend any outstanding permits until all
pending charges are settled.
 
22.  The property owner(s) shall comply with all federal, state, county and applicable Lower Merion Township
ordinances and laws regardless of specific mention herein.

19



AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  APPOINTMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Consider for approval the appointment of Adam Cutler, Daniel Hazell, and Steven Kimbrough to the
Environmental Advisory Council for four year terms, such terms to expire December 2025.

20



AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Building and Planning Committee

ITEM:  APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Consider for approval the appointment of Whitney Mehrhof-Drukier to the Planning Commission for a four
year term, such term to expire December 2025.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  RESOLUTION – EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PLAN AMENDMENT

Consider for adoption a resolution authorizing an amendment to the Employee Retirement Plan to eliminate the
Pension Service Credit Buyback Program effective January 1, 2022.
 

RESOLUTION
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Merion situated in the County of Montgomery, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania ("Township") created the Employee Retirement Plan of the Township of Lower Merion ("Plan")
effective October 1, 1947 and most recently amended and restated effective January 1, 2016; and
 
WHEREAS, the Township and the Lower Merion Township Workers Association ("Workers Association")
have engaged in collective bargaining negotiations regarding the benefits to be provided under the Plan and
have agreed that the Plan should be further amended to eliminate the Pension Service Credit Buyback Program
effective January 1, 2022; and
 
WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the Plan shall be amended and restated to conform to their agreement
and to provide retirement and other benefits for all eligible employees (union and non-union) of the Township
and their beneficiaries;
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion hereby resolves to
amend Article IV, Section 4.2 of the Township Employees Pension Plan of the Township of Lower Merion by
adding subsection D to designate that any eligible employee must apply for pension service credit buyback
prior to December 31, 2021, and hereby authorizes the President of the Board of Commissioners to execute
the plan amendment. 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP)

 Consider for approval the following amendments to the Proposed 2022 – 2027 Capital Improvement Plan:
 
a)  Add the following new capital project:   Cynwyd Heritage Trail Expansion Norfolk Southern Tunnel – 2022
$50,000 Design, 2023 $950,000 Construction.
 
b)  Add the following new capital project:   Cynwyd Heritage Trail Expansion Upper Righters Ferry
Improvements. –  2023 $50,000 Design.  
 
c)  Add the following new capital project:   Cynwyd Heritage Trail Expansion Property Acquisition -   2022
$1,000,000 (Twp funds 50% Grants 50%).
 
d)  Add the following new capital project:   Pickleball Courts Construction – 2022 $180,000. 
 
e)  Revise CIP Project 4458 Park Facilities Nature Trail Evaluation Project $35,000: Reallocate from 2023 to
2022. 
 
f)  Add new CIP Project 4458 Park Facilities Nature Trail Improvements Project $50,000: Allocate in 2022.  
 
g) Revise CIP Project 4236 Montgomery Ave/Brookway/Bowman Safety Study and Remediation $120,000. 
Reallocate from 2024 to 2022. 
 
h)  Revise CIP Project 4025 Facilities  Bryn Mawr Community Center Rehabilitation 2022 $170,000 ($140,000
Twp/$30,000 ElderNet)
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Grants and Community Development Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF CDBG-CV FUNDING REALLOCATION FOR RESIDENTIAL RENTAL
AND MORTAGE ASSISTANCE

Consider for approval to reallocate CARES Act funding in the amount of $50,000 to Residential Rental and
Mortgage Assistance from Small Business Job Retention.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Public Works Committee

ITEM:  AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 126,
SEWERS AND CHAPTER A167, FEES - CREATING SEWER DISTRICT NUMBER 6 AND
ESTABLISHING CONNECTION FEES

Consider for approval authorizing the Township Secretary to advertise notice of intent to adopt an Ordinance
to amend the Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 126, Sewers, to create Sewer District Number
6 comprising those properties on Mt. Moro Road and Mustin Lane in the Township specifically as follows:
726, 727, 731, 732, 738, 746, 750, 753, 754, 758, 761, 764, 768, 769 and 775 Mt. Moro Road And 733 And
736 Mustin Lane; and to amend Chapter A167, Fees, to establish a connection and tapping fee for such sewer
district in the amount of $12,286.44 for each connection. 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Public Works Committee

ITEM:  RESOLUTION - DESIGNATION OF AGENT TO EXECUTE FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
FORMS RELATED TO TROPICAL DEPRESSION IDA

Consider for adoption a Resolution authorizing the Director of Public Works to execute for and on behalf of
the Township all required forms and documents for the purpose of obtaining federal assistance for Tropical
Depression IDA.
 

Designation of Agent Resolution
For Tropical Depression Ida DR-4618

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioner of the Township of Lower Merion that Paul A.
McElhaney, Director of Public Works, is hereby authorized to execute for and in behalf of the Township of
Lower Merion, Montgomery County, a public entity established under the laws of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, all required forms and documents for the purpose of obtaining financial assistance under the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288 as amended by Public
Law 100-70)
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Township Properties Committee

ITEM:  AUTHORIZATION OF EASEMENTS FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY BRIDGE #6
REPLACEMENT PROJECT AND RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE SIGNATORY AUTHORITY

Consider for approval authorizing easements, both permanent and temporary, for Montgomery County on
Township property adjacent to County Bridge #6 on Mill Creek Road and adopting a resolution authorizing
the Board President to sign all necessary documents to allow the bridge replacement project to proceed.
 

RESOLUTION
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Township of  Lower Merion does hereby
authorize for the sole purpose of signing closing documentation with AECOM, an acknowledged and
approved representative of PennDOT, to transfer a portion of the property as follows:
 

Being all or a portion of the same property conveyed or devised to the GRANTOR by deed of
Mark L. Gushner and Marilyn Gushner, his wife, dated December 30, 1980 and recorded in
Deed Book 4593 Page 413, together with the improvements, hereditaments and appurtenances
thereto.  This conveyance contains 0.008 acres of required right of way and 0.038 acres of
drainage easement and is identified on GRANTEE plans as Parcel 4.

 
BEING: Tax Parcel No. 40-00-37635-00-8 as shown on the PennDOT Right of Way plan.

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the Board of Commissioners is designated as the
Authorized Signatory and is duly authorized to execute the PennDOT documents.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) - ROLLING HILL PARK MASTER PLANNING PROJECT

Consider for approval amending the Proposed CIP Project 4502 Rolling Hill Master Planning Project to
reallocate $55,000 from 2023 to 2022. 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) - SCHAUFFELE GREEN PROJECT

Consider for approval amending the Proposed CIP Project 4072 Schauffele Green Project to reallocate
$120,000 for Engineering & Design from 2026 to 2023.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSED 2022 BUDGET - TREE CANOPY
PROTECTION AND PLANNING

Consider for approval amending the Proposed 2022 Budget to add funds to the General Fund Operating
Budget for Tree Canopy Protection and Planning in the amount of $50,000.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Grants and Community Development Committee

ITEM:  APPROVAL OF CDBG-CV FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR NEIGHBORS HELPING
NEIGHBORS

Consider for approval to allocate unawarded CARES Act funding from the Public Service Organization
category in the amount of $18,134 to Neighbors Helping Neighbors.
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Police Committee

ITEM:  ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 145, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC – UNION
AVENUE PARKING RESTRICTION, SCHILLER AVENUE PARKING RESTRICTION,
MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT NO. 20 PARKING RESTRICTIONS

An Ordinance to amend the Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 145 thereof, entitled Vehicles
And Traffic, Article XV, Schedules, Section 145-118, Schedule XVIII: “Parking Time Limited”, by adding a 1
hour/8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. except Saturday and Sunday parking limitation on the north side of Union Avenue
from Bala Avenue to Hazel Lane; by rescinding the 2 hour/8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. except Saturday and Sunday
parking limitation on both sides of Schiller Avenue from Gordon Avenue West to and including the entire cul-
de-sac; and by adding a no parking any time regulation on Municipal Lot 20 to prohibit parking between signs
on the south side adjacent to the retail parking garage entrance/exit for a distance of 40 feet and on the north
side for a distance of 20 feet on both sides of the retail parking garage entrance/exit.
 
This Ordinance was authorized for advertisement at a stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners held
November 17, 2021 and duly advertised in the December 5, 2021 edition of the Main Line Times & Suburban.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Proposed Ordinance - Parking Restrictions Ordinance
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AN ORDINANCE 

NO. ______________ 

AN ORDINANCE To Amend The Code Of The Township Of 
Lower Merion, Chapter 145 Thereof, Entitled Vehicles And 
Traffic, Article XV, Schedules, Section 145-118, Schedule 
XVIII: “Parking Time Limited”, By Adding A 1 Hour/8:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. Except Saturday And Sunday Parking Limitation 
On The North Side Of Union Avenue From Bala Avenue To 
Hazel Lane; By Rescinding The 2 Hour/8:00 A.M. To 6:00 P.M. 
Except Saturday And Sunday Parking Limitation On Both 
Sides Of Schiller Avenue From Gordon Avenue West To And 
Including The Entire Cul-de-sac; And By Adding A No Parking 
Any Time Regulation On Municipal Lot 20 To Prohibit Parking 
Between Signs On The South Side Adjacent To The Retail 
Parking Garage Entrance/Exit For A Distance Of 40 Feet And 
On The North Side For A Distance Of 20 Feet On Both Sides Of 
The Retail Parking Garage Entrance/Exit. 

 
 
 Section 1.  The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 145, entitled Vehicles and 
Traffic, Article XV, Schedules, Section §145-118, Schedule XVIII:  Parking Time Limited, is 
hereby amended by adding thereto in alphabetical order the following regulation: 
 
 §145-118.  Schedule XVIII:  Parking Time Limited 
       
 Name of Highway  Side        Time Limit/Hours  Location 
 

Union Avenue       North           1 hr./8:00 a.m. to           From Bala Avenue 
        8:00 p.m. except Sat.  to Hazel Lane  

            and Sun.         
  

Section 2.  The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 145, entitled Vehicles 
and Traffic, Article XV, Schedules, Section 145-118, Schedule XVIII:  Parking Time Limited, is 
hereby amended by rescinding the following regulation:   

 §145-118.  Schedule XVIII:  Parking Time Limited 
       
 Name of Highway  Side         Time Limit/Hours     Location 
 

Schiller Avenue       Both              2 hrs./8:00 a.m. to              From  Gordon Avenue 
         6:00 p.m. except Sat.    west to and including 

          And Sun.                  the entire cul-de-sac.      
 

 Section 3.    The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 145, entitled Vehicles 
and Traffic, Article XV, Schedules, Section §145-120, Schedule XX: Traffic and Parking 

33



 

2 
 

Regulations on Public Property, is hereby amended by adding thereto in alphabetical order the 
following regulation: 

 
 
§145-120. Schedule XX: Traffic and Parking Regulations on Public Property 
 
In accordance with the provisions of § 145-31, the movement and parking of vehicles in the 
parking lots, parks, playgrounds and other municipally owned or leased properties described 
below are subject to the regulations indicated.  
         

  Area/Regulation 
 

Municipal Parking Lot No. 20, Ardmore 
             

No parking at any time between signs on the south side adjacent to the Retail 
Parking Garage Entrance/Exit for a distance of 40 feet. 
  
No parking on the north side for a distance of 20 feet on both sides of the Retail 
Parking Garage Entrance/Exit 
 

             
      * * * * * * * 

 
 Section 4.  Nothing in this Ordinance or in Chapter 145 of the Code of the Township of 
Lower Merion, as hereby amended, shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding in any 
Court, any rights acquired or liability incurred, any permit issued, or any cause or causes of 
action existing under the said Chapter 145 prior to the adoption of this amendment. 

 Section 5.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, sentence, 
clause, part, or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by any Court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not affect or impair the remaining 
sections, sentences, clauses, parts, or provisions of this Ordinance.  It is hereby declared to be the 
intent of the Board that this Ordinance would have been adopted as if such illegal, invalid, or 
unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part, or provision had not been included herein. 

 Section 6   This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval as 
required by law. 

 Approved by the Board this         day of                         , 2021.  

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
       ____________________________________ 
ATTEST:      Daniel S. Bernheim, President 
 
_____________________________                                                       
Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - CHAPTER 78, FIRE PREVENTION, - INCREASING THE
REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT FOR THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM

An Ordinance to amend the Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 78, Fire Prevention, by
increasing the Real Property Tax Credit from 20% to up to 100% of the municipal tax liability on qualified real
property for each active volunteer who has been certified under the Lower Merion Volunteer Service Credit
Program.
 
This Ordinance was authorized for advertisement at a stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners held
November 17, 2021 and duly advertised in the December 5, 2021 edition of the Main Line Times & Suburban.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Proposed Ordinance - Volunteer Tax Credit Increase Ordinance
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AN ORDINANCE 
 

NO. ___________ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE To Amend The Code Of The Township Of 
Lower Merion, Chapter 78, Fire Prevention, By Increasing The 
Real Property Tax Credit From 20% To Up To 100% Of The 
Municipal Tax Liability On Qualified Real Property For Each 
Active Volunteer Who Has Been Certified Under The Lower 
Merion Volunteer Service Credit Program. 

 
The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion does hereby enact and 

ordain:  
 
Section 1.    The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 78, Fire Prevention, is 

hereby amended to provide as follows:  
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 § 78-52 Real property tax credit.  
 

 A. Tax credit. Each active volunteer who has been certified under the 
Lower Merion Volunteer Service Credit Program shall be eligible to 
receive a real property tax credit of 20% up to 100% of the municipal tax 
liability on qualified real property. If the tax is paid in the penalty period, 
the tax credit shall only apply to the base tax year liability as though paid 
at discount. The total tax credits applicable to a property may not exceed 
100%.  

 
* * * * * * * 

 
 Section 2.   Nothing in this Ordinance or in Chapter 78 of the Code of the Township of 
Lower Merion, as hereby amended, shall be construed to affect any suit or proceedings in any 
Court, any rights acquired or liability incurred, any permit issued, or any cause or causes of 
action existing under the said Chapter 78  prior to the adoption of this amendment. 
 
 
 Section 3.   The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, 
sentence, clause, part, or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by 
any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of this court shall not affect or impair the 
remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this ordinance.  It is hereby 
declared to be the intent of the Board that this ordinance would have been adopted if such illegal, 
invalid, or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part, or provision had not been included 
herein. 
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 Section 4.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval 
as required by law. 
 
 Approved by the Board this        day of                                         , 2021. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Daniel S. Bernheim, President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - 2021 DEFICIENCY

An Ordinance of the Township of Lower Merion to amend Ordinance No. 4207 adopted December 16, 2020,
making a change in certain appropriations, some of which have proven to be larger than needed and some to be
insufficient, and authorizing the proper Township Officers to make the required transfers from and to
appropriations heretofore made of receipts not heretofore estimated or from unappropriated fund balances.
 
This Ordinance was authorized for advertisement at a stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners held
November 17, 2021 and duly advertised in the December 5, 2021 edition of the Main Line Times & Suburban.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Proposed Ordinance - 2021 Deficiency Ordinance
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AN ORDINANCE 
 

NO. ___________ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE of the Township of Lower Merion To 
Amend Ordinance No. 4207 Adopted December 16, 2020, 
Making A Change In Certain Appropriations, Some Of 
Which Have Proven To Be Larger Than Needed And 
Some To Be Insufficient, And Authorizing The Proper 
Township Officers To Make The Required Transfers 
From And To Appropriations Heretofore Made Of 
Receipts Not Heretofore Estimated Or From 
Unappropriated Fund Balances. 

 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion does hereby enact and 
ordain:  
 

Section 1:  The Township of Lower Merion 2021 Budget Ordinance, Ordinance No. 
4207, is hereby amended to provide supplemental appropriations from the following Township 
unappropriated fund balances in order to meet estimated actual 2021 expenditure requirements: 
 

TOWNSHIP FUND AMOUNTS 
GENERAL FUND      $ 295,002 
HIGHWAY AID FUND $ 35,849 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND       $ 236,700 

 
               

Approved by the Board this _____ day of December, 2021. 
 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
      
Daniel S. Bernheim, President 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

COMMITTEE: Finance Committee

ITEM:  ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - 2022 TAX LEVY AND APPROPRIATIONS

An Ordinance of the Township of Lower Merion imposing a levy for general revenue purposes on all taxable
real estate in the Township in the amount of 4.19 mills (.00419) on each one dollar of assessed valuation,
adopting an annual budget and appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for the purposes of the
municipal government for the 2022 fiscal year and approving the 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Program
(CIP).
 
This Ordinance was authorized for advertisement at a special meeting of the Board of Commissioners held
December 1, 2021 and duly advertised in the December 4, 2021 edition of the Times Herald.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Proposed Ordinance - 2022 Tax Levy & Appropriations Ordinance
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SUMMARY OF ALL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS
 2022 

BUDGET 

Receipts from Real Estate Taxes $ 32,147,500    
Receipts from Business Taxes 13,325,000    
Receipts from Real Estate Transfer Taxes 5,250,000      
Receipts from Program Revenues 61,386,637    
Receipts from Sale of Bonds 11,000,000    
Transfers In 14,780,941    
Investment Income 67,800           
Other Revenue 2,900,000      
Transfer from Cash Reserves 8,766,812      
Transfer between Funds (18,060,685)   

  TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND CASH 131,564,005  

AN ORDINANCE 
 

NO. ___________ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE Of The Township Of Lower Merion, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, Imposing A Levy For 
General Revenue Purposes On All Taxable Real Estate In The 
Township In The Amount Of 4.19 Mills (.00419) On Each One 
Dollar Of Assessed Valuation, Adopting An Annual Budget And 
Appropriating Specific Sums Estimated To Be Required For 
The Purposes Of The Municipal Government For The 2022 
Fiscal Year, And Approving The 2022-2027 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).   

 
 The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion does hereby enact and 
ordain as follows: 
 
 

Section 1.  Tax Rate for General Purposes    That a tax be levied and the same is hereby 
levied on all real property within the Township of Lower Merion subject to taxation for the fiscal 
year 2022, as follows: 

 
Tax rate for General Purposes:  the sum of 4.19 mills on each one dollar of assessed 

valuation. 
 
 

Section 2.  Budget and Appropriations.    The revenues estimated to be available to the 
Township of Lower Merion for fiscal year 2022 and the amounts appropriated there from for the 
specific purposes hereinafter set forth are as follows:   
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ALL FUNDS SUMMARY 

 

 
 

 
Section 3.   Approval of the 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Program.  The Board of 

Commissioners do hereby approve the 2022-2027 Capital improvement Program.   
 

Section 4.   An estimate of the specific items making up the amounts appropriated to the 
respective departments and a copy of the 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Program is on file in 
the Township Secretary’s Office of the Township of Lower Merion, 75 E. Lancaster Avenue, 
Ardmore, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 

 

SUMMARY OF ALL APPROPRIATIONS
 2022 

BUDGET 

General Government $ 13,048,126    
Public Safety 31,591,244    
Building and Planning 4,210,989      
Community Development 3,654,330      
Public Works 16,109,817    
Libraries and Recreation 9,102,115      
Debt Service 21,098,200    
Capital Outlays 32,186,000    
Sanitary Sewer 10,501,388    
Solid Waste 8,122,481      
Transfer between Funds (18,060,685)   

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 131,564,005  

FUND

BEGINNING 
FUND 

BALANCE
 
+ REVENUE  - EXPENDITURES

 
=

ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

 
GENERAL $23,177,728 $65,092,300 $71,616,339 $16,653,689
HIGHWAY AID 0 1,700,000 1,700,000 0
SPECIAL REVENUE 19,678 4,522,930  4,542,608 0
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 155,672 1,000,050  1,155,722 0
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 12,752,472 12,752,547 13,000,000 12,505,019
SINKING 0 11,570,141 11,570,141 0
CAPITAL PROJECTS 800,000 22,886,000 23,686,000 0
SANITARY SEWER 16,187,597 8,246,500 9,001,388 15,432,709
SOLID WASTE 830,099 8,069,316 8,122,481 776,934
EQUIPMENT 12,471,792 5,018,094 5,230,011 12,259,875

SUBTOTAL $66,395,038 $140,857,878 $149,624,690 $57,628,226

TRANSFER BETWEEN FUNDS 0 (18,060,685)       (18,060,685)           0

TOTAL $66,395,038 $122,797,193 $131,564,005 $57,628,226
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Section 5.   Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or process in 

any Court, any rights acquired or liability incurred, any permit issued, or any causes of action 
existing prior to the adoption of this Ordinance. 
 
 

Section 6.   The provision of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, sentence, 
clause, part or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by any Court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision of the Court shall not affect or impair the remaining 
sections, sentences, clauses parts or provisions of this Ordinance.  It is hereby declared to be the 
intent of the Board that this Ordinance would have been adopted as if such illegal, invalid or 
unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part or provision had not been included herein. 

 
 
Section 7.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after January 1, 

2022. 
 

Enacted and ordained this ______ day of December, 2021.   
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Daniel S. Bernheim, President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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