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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  WAIVER OF CDBG RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM PROPERTY TAX
REGULATION

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners approval to waive the CDBG Residential
Rehabilitation program regulation for a property in Ardmore requiring that homeowners have no federal, state,
or other municipal liens in order to participate in the program.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
ISSUE BRIEFING Issue Briefing
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

Grants and Community Development Committee 

 

Issue Briefing 

 

 

Topic: CDBG’s Residential Rehabilitation Program Waiver Request  

 

Prepared By: Emily Crane, Community Development Technician 

   

Date:   November 5, 2021 

 

 

I.    Action to Be Considered by The Board:  

 

Approve waiving the CDBG Residential Rehabilitation program regulations for a 

property in Ardmore requiring that home owners have no Federal, State, County, or other 

Municipal Government liens in order to participate in the program. 

 

II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration:  

 

The Lower Merion Township CDBG Residential Rehabilitation program regulations 

require staff to obtain approval from the Board of Commissioners to waive a requirement 

established by the adopted Residential Rehabilitation Resolution. 

 

III. Current Policy or Practice (If Applicable):  

 

To be eligible for the CDBG Funded Housing Rehabilitation Program’s financial 

assistance, the applicant must meet the following requirement (among others): 

 

Have no Federal, State, County or Municipal liens against the property.  The Building & 

Planning Department may wave this requirement if the applicant has a payment plan 

agreement with the Federal, State, County or Municipal Governments. 

 

The Grants Committee chair has scheduled a meeting(s) to evaluate this policy and 

possibly bring forward policy amendments for the Board of Commissioners to consider. 

  

 

IV. Other Relevant Background Information: 

 

The applicant is a 66 year-old resident of Ardmore and lives in the house with her adult 

son. The homeowner is current on her taxes but has been delinquent on sewer dating back 

to 2006.  She has begun making payments toward the sewer bills, and has recently paid 
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the current year in full with the intention of continuing to make payments on the prior 

years.  The total sewer bill with fees is currently approximately $7,000. 

 

The only work to be performed if this waiver is granted is the emergency replacement of 

the heater, and the installation of smoke alarms.   

  

V. Impact on Township Finances: 

 

There is no impact to the Township’s finances.  All funds are federal CDBG funds. 

 

VI. Staff Recommendation: 

 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners waive the section of the Residential 

Rehabilitation regulations for limited emergency repairs due to the unique set of 

circumstances that exist in this home. 
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