Township of Lower Merion

Community Development Block Grant Program
CDBG CARES Act Funding
Substantial Amendment of 2019 Annual Action Plan

Introduction
This document serves as the First Substantial Amendment to the 2019 Township of Lower Merion Annual Action Plan

previously approved by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The 2019 Annual Action Plan was
approved for $990,801 in CDBG funds, along with program income of $74,670 being carried forward from 2018.

This Substantial Amendment will include the reallocation of $55,000 of unused 2019 funds repurposed to address the
COVID-19 crisis. It will also include the addition of $598,695 in Community Development Block Grant CV (CDBG-CV
CARES) funds awarded through the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Public Law 116-
136 to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus. It is the addition of these funds and creation of new activities
that constitutes at substantial amendment as outlined in the Township's Citizen Participation Plan.

New Projects
This substantial amendment creates the following new projects and appends them to the 2019 Annual Action Plan.

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION RECOMMENDED
FUNDING
CDBG-CV Small Business Assist businesses in paying employees and remaining viable $270,000
Forgivable Loan Program for reopening
CDBG-CV Household Direct Assist households who have been financially impacted by $270,000
Assistance Program COVID with rent, and mortgage payments
CDBG-CV Food Pantry Assistance Provide added financial support to food pantries in time of $58,695

increased need and decreased donations

CDBG-CV TOTAL ALLOCATION $598,695

Assist businesses in paying employees and remaining viable $25,000
forreopening
(Reallocated funds from job creation program)

Small Business Forgivable Loan Program

Support public services with added need for social workers,
transporting and caring for senior in their homes. Support $25,000
public services for seniors and low to moderate income residents
who are suffering from individualized complicated grief related to
COVID-19. Essential services include therapy, ongoing
bereavement counseling at senior care facilities. Includes
transportation and care.
(Reallocated unused funds)

Additional Support to Public Services

Addition funds to support in amending Citizen Participation
Plan, Amending 2019 Annual Action Plan $5,000
(Reallocated unused funds)

Additional Admin Funds

TOTAL REALLOCATED 2019 FUNDS $55,000

$653,695
TOTAL REQUESTS FOR FUNDING CDBG

CV and Reallocated 2019 CDBG Funds




Stakeholder Consultation & Citizen Participation

The stakeholder and general public consultation and citizen participation process for this Substantial Amendment will
conform to the Township’s Citizen Participation Plan, last revised in 2015, which is currently under public review to be
amended to incorporate allowances under the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).

Citizens will be provided with reasonable notice and opportunity to comment on proposed amendments. This will be
accomplished through notification of a public hearing in the nonlegal section of a newspaper with general circulation
within the Township and notification on the Township website. These notices have been published at least ten days prior
to the hearing. However, in accordance with the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), in
emergency circumstances, expedited procedures must include at least (5) five days’ notice prior to the hearing and
reasonable opportunity to comment of no less than (5) five days. The 5-day period can run concurrently for comments on
the action plan amendment and amended citizen participation plans. This authority is in effect through the end of the
2020 program year.

Citizens will have not less than 30 days (or 5 days in accordance with the CARES Act) to make comments about the
proposed amendment(s) prior to any amendment implementation.

In order to obtain the views of residents, public agencies and other interested parties, the Township placed the
Substantial Amendment on public display beginning Monday, May 18, 2020 on the Township’s website at the following
address: https://www.lowermerion.org/cdbg. This document, along with the revised Citizen Participation Plan, will be
available to the public for a period of at least five (5) days until May 23, 2020, after which time the Substantial
Amendment will be considered by Council for submittal to HUD for approval.

Given the current public health concerns, a virtual Public Hearing on the Grant Amendment will be held on Wednesday,
May 20, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. Instructions on how to access the meeting will be posted on the Township website at
https://www.lowermerion.org/cdbg.

Written comments on the amendments must be received by May 23, 2020. All interested persons, groups, and
organizations are encouraged to attend this public hearing and will be given the opportunity to present oral or written
testimony concerning the proposed amendment for the FY 2019 Annual Action Plan. Written comments should be
directed to Emily Crane at ecrane@Ilowermerion.org.

General questions regarding this Substantial Amendment or proposed programming as well as requests for special
assistance related to limited English proficiency or disabilities should be directed to Emily Crane at
ecrane@lowermerion.org.
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