
Township of Lower Merion 
  

ACCESSORY BUILDING  
REQUIREMENTS  

  
The following information has been prepared to provide you with a description of the 
documentation necessary to obtain a zoning permit for an accessory structure (garage, 
shed, greenhouse, carport) with a building area of less than 200 square feet.  Please 
note that a building permit is required for all accessory structures over 200 square feet.  
Before you apply, we recommend that you review the setbacks, impervious surface 
requirements and floodplain restrictions in your zoning district to determine whether your 
proposed accessory building will comply with the Lower Merion Township Zoning Code.  
  
1) Submit a Residential Building Permit application or for structures under 200 square 
feet a Zoning Permit allocation and associated permit fee along with a Site plan showing:  
  

 current improvements (house, driveway, walkways, garage, patios, pavers, 
gravel areas, decks, pools, existing sheds etc (all hard surfaces).  

 Impervious surface calculations:  provide square footage of all hard surfaces 
other than grass and dirt. (Impervious Surface Calculation form attached)  

 property lines and street(s).  
 location of proposed accessory structure.  
 distances from accessory structure to property lines and distance from 

accessory structure to house.  
 floodplain.  
 storm water and sewer easements.  
 on-site sewer (septic tank/cesspool and drain field) locations.  
 storm water management systems.  
  

 
2) Provide elevation drawings showing the maximum building height of the structure as 
measured from grade to top of ridge.  
  
An accessory building may be erected in the rear yard and/or side yard not closer than 10 
feet to the rear lot line in R AA, R A, R 1 and R 2 Residence Districts and five feet in other 
residence districts, provided that such building is entirely separated from the principal 
building by a minimum distance of 10 feet, is located farther back from the front street line 
than the rearmost portion of the principal building, is 15 feet or less in height measured 
from mid-grade to top of ridge, and is not more than 600 sq. ft. in building area. For 
accessory buildings to exceed the height and building area restrictions, they must be 
located beyond the required minimum front, side and rear yard setbacks.  
  
All contractors and sub-contractors must be currently licensed by Lower Merion Township 
or registered as a Home Improvement contractor (HIC) with the Attorney General’s Office. 
  
Attachments: Zoning District Requirements, Chart and Impervious Surface Calculation 

guide, Residential Building Permit application.  
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