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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 20, 2019 

              

Members present:  

Melanie Piltch, Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Jason Lewis, Karen Nagel, David Petkun (alternate), 

Dave Weiss (alternate) 

 

Members absent:  

Christian Busch, Michael James  

 

Staff present:  

Greg Prichard, Carol Quigley 

 

Mr. Busch being absent, Ms. Piltch brought the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.  

 

2019-R-10 – 5/7/15 West Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore – Ardmore Presbyterian Church 

– Class 2 

 

Application to install a four-foot-high aluminum fence around the Parish House. The fence will 

include a five gates and abut the church at the fence’s east end. 

 

The Commission was joined by Jody Brumbach, member of the Session (the ruling entity of the 

church) and Michelle Butera, pre-school director.  

 

Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the application. The fence would be 4 feet high and face 

Montgomery Avenue, turning to adjoin one of the church buildings at its corner. She said that in its 

simplicity, the fence is not inappropriate, though there are other fence options offered by the same 

manufacturer that could be more compatible. She asked the applicants to confirm that the fence 

would not attach directly to the church building; they confirmed that it would not. Ms. Quigley 

noted that there are similar fences installed on neighboring properties. A shrubbery already provides 

an adequate barrier along the Bleddyn Avenue side of the property.  

 

Ms. Nagel gave a historical overview of the Parish House, which was built between 1908-1913 as the 

home of George Supplee. The church dates from the 1920s.  
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Ms. Brumbach said that the fencing was selected because it does not have spikes on top, which 

would be dangerous given that it encloses a yard used by school children. She said that the property 

has been encircled with orange construction fencing while the new fencing was planned. 

 

Ms. Piltch made a motion to recommend the application as submitted. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Nagel, the motion carried. 

 

2019-R-11 – 1000 Mt. Pleasant Road, Bryn Mawr – La Ronda Stable – Class 2 

 

Application to replace a clay tile roof with Certainteed Grand Manor asphalt shingles. This former 

stable was likely built for Wayne MacVeagh’s Brookfield Farm in the 1880s and was modified for 

continued use as part of the Foerderer estate, La Ronda, in 1929. 

 

The Commission was joined by roofing contractor Mike Scheinfield. 

 

Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the proposal. The applicant had provided a photograph of broken 

roof tiles on a shed adjoining the building, but she asked that further documentation be provided to 

show the condition of the roof. She said that the roof is the primary character-defining feature of 

the building, and characteristic of the development of the neighborhood. It would be ideal to retain 

and repair the roof for as long as possible, though the red color of the proposed asphalt product is 

an aspect that replicates the character of the existing material.  

 

Ms. Nagel gave an overview of the building and the property to which it once belonged. She 

described the background of its prominent original owner, Wayne MacVeagh. The tile roof was 

installed in 1929, and Cornell Builders conducted the modifications, though it is not known if 

Addison Mizner, architect of La Ronda, was involved with the stable’s changes. 

 

Mr. Scheinfield described the various options that were made available to the property owner, and 

how considerations such as cost were factored into the decision to use the asphalt shingle product. 

 

The Commission discussed copper flashings and an existing flat portion of the roof that is clad with 

a copper roof. It would be replaced with a new flat-seam copper roof.  

 

Mr. Scheinfield showed a sample of the proposed GAF Grand Manor roofing product. Ms. Piltch 

remarked that the product fell short of being an adequate replacement for the tile roof.  

 

Ms. Quigley asked Mr. Scheinfield about whether the entire roof would need to be replaced or if it 
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could be repaired and water-sealed to prevent further leaks. He said that cost would be an issue and 

the repairs would not guarantee that other leaks would not occur. 

 

Ms. Piltch suggested tabling the application so the contractor can relay the Commission’s concerns 

with his client. Ms. Quigley noted that the roof gives the house a great deal of value. 

 

Public Comment: Philip Ivory, architect, said that the removal of the roof would change its whole 

character and diminish its value.  

 

Ms. Piltch made a motion to table the application, with the applicant to return next month.  

 

Seconded by Mr. Petkun, the motion carried. 

 

2019-R-12 – 805 Hagys Ford Road, Penn Valley – Class 2 

 

Application to replace a wood deck and exterior wood stair with a new deck and stairs. The 

replacement of a garage door on a detached building is also proposed. Various other modifications 

to the residence were reviewed and recommended for approval in December, 2018. 

 

The Commission was joined by architect Philip Ivory. 

 

Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the application and reviewed the previously approved 

modifications. A new deck with a larger footprint than the existing deck is proposed. In essence it 

will connect two existing deck sections to form a larger area. She also described the proposed garage 

door, which is designed to resemble a historic door on the lower level of the garage.  

 

Mr. Ivory described the material of the proposed garage door. Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the 

other materials proposed for the deck and its structure.  

 

Ms. Piltch made a motion to approve the application as submitted for the modified and 

additional deck area, handrail system, chamfered posts, and new staircase, in the materials 

as presented, and also approve the replacement garage doors.  

 

Seconded by Mr. Petkun, the motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, June 24, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.  


