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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2019 

              

Members present:  

Christian Busch, Melanie Piltch, Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Karen Nagel, David Petkun 

(alternate), Dave Weiss (alternate) 

 

Members absent:  

Michael James, Jason Lewis  

 

Staff present:  

Greg Prichard, Carol Quigley 

 

Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.  

 

2019-R-8 – 1116 Lancaster Avenue, Bryn Mawr – Church of the Good Shepherd – Class 2 

 

This item was tabled by the applicant prior to the meeting. 

 

2019-LD-9 – 1344 West Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr – Holy Child School at 

Rosemont – Class 2; 1320 West Montgomery Avenue – Class 2; 

     1309 Wendover Avenue – Class 2 

 

The school intends to expand its campus by consolidating adjoining properties and demolishing all 

structures standing on them, including two residences that are Class 2 historic resources: 1320 West 

Montgomery Avenue and 1309 Wendover Avenue. The main school building, which is also a Class 2 

resource, would not be modified. Other site modifications would include the construction of an 

artificial turf field, a new carriage house-style building for the storage of equipment, and additions to 

the non-contributing gymnasium. 

 

Mr. Prichard outlined the scope of the Commission’s review. Because no permits for the 

demolitions of the Class 2 resources have been submitted to the Township, no vote on those 

demolitions can be taken at this time. The review should be for the overall scope of the project and 

a discussion of the Historic Resource Impact Study submitted with the application. 
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Ms. Nagel gave an historical overview of the property. She described the family relationships 

between the original owners of these properties, which centered around an estate called 

“Clovercroft.” She noted that the original owners of these properties were locally significant. Mr. 

Prichard noted that a reference to 1320 West Montgomery Avenue having been designed by Baily 

and Truscott had been found, though no architect for 1309 Wendover Avenue is known. 

 

Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the project. Eight parcels adjacent to the school have been 

purchased by the school. Two of these parcels contain Class 2 resources, both of which also contain 

a contributing carriage house. She said that the Impact Study suggests that these properties may have 

been improperly listed on the Historic Resource Inventory, but that point cannot be assessed as part 

of this application. In addition, the study does not make any mitigation suggestions for the loss of 

these resources. A new “carriage house” style building is proposed for the site; Ms. Quigley 

suggested that one of the existing carriage houses could be relocated and re-used instead of building 

a new structure.  

 

The Commission was joined by attorney George Broseman, civil engineer Rob Lambert, head of 

school Tom Lengel, neighbor Chris Topolewski, and landscape architect Bern Panzak.  

 

Mr. Broseman described how the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, which operates the school, has 

been obtaining properties adjoining the school campus. He said that despite the opinions stated in 

the Impact Study, the school is not disputing the classification of the residences to be demolished. 

In 2006, the school applied to build a gym and construct a playing field. It was decided to expand 

southward rather than northward in order to preserve the viewshed of the main (“Tudor”) building. 

Since that time, the school’s ability to use fields owned by nearby institutions has diminished, so 

fields located on-site are required. The new plan would serve the needs of the school, which intends 

to continue to preserve the main building. 

 

Mr. Lambert gave an overview of the current and proposed site plans. The new site will allow for 

more cars to park on the property rather than in the neighborhood.  

 

Ms. Piltch asked if either of the carriage houses on the properties are of a dimension and sited in 

such a way that they could be re-used. Mr. Lambert replied that their dimensions and openings 

would not be compatible with the need. Ms. Quigley pointed out that one of the carriage houses 

might be located away from the area being taken up by the field. Mr. Broseman said that it would 

take a large effort to move the building, and that a new building would fit all the school’s needs.  

 

Mr. Busch said that he is concerned about waste, and that the materials the buildings to be 

demolished contain are valuable and could be recycled in the construction of the new structure. Ms. 

Piltch suggested that elements of 1309 Wendover, such as a round window, could be integrated into 

the proposed carriage house building.  
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Ms. Fisher said that the house at 1320 West Montgomery Avenue is a visible part of the landscape 

and would be an especially significant loss to the community. Mr. Busch noted that its prominent 

placement on a major road increases the significance of its loss. 

 

Mr. Busch said that educational institutions have a responsibility to educate those who inhabit the 

school on the property when the context of the community is altered by that institution.  

 

Ms. Nagel said that the demolitions on Wendover Road will affect the entire neighborhood. 

 

Ms. Quigley noted that the residence at 1309 Wendover seems to sit on about six parking lots on the 

new site plan, and it seems that it could be retained without a significant loss to functionality. Mr. 

Broseman said that the school would have no use for the building, and parking is needed. Mr. 

Lambert said that the house sits in a central location that would impact the drive aisle and other site 

features.  

 

Mr. Gillespie asked if the field would work in other orientations. Mr. Lambert said that many 

different orientations were considered, and that topographical concerns also had to be addressed.  

 

Ms. Quigley noted that the Impact Study’s assertion that no drawings of the resources exist does not 

interpret the Code correctly; the Commission can request drawings, such as elevations and scaled 

footprints, to be submitted prior to demolition.  

 

There being no actionable item, no vote was taken. Mr. Busch made a statement that the Historical 

Commission does not find merit in the suggestion in the submitted Impact Study that the 

two historic resources should not be listed on the Historic Resource Inventory, and further 

suggests mitigation measures to counter the loss of the historic resources, to include: 

1) Proper landscape buffering to adjacent resources or residential areas (as shown in 

the application); 

2) An educational component to be defined by the school that would reflect upon the 

loss and changes on these properties in our community over time; 

3) The serious salvage, re-use, or sale of materials from all of the lost properties, 

including the two historic resources, and the possible re-use of some of those 

materials including stone or other architectural details for use in the proposed 

carriage house on Wendover Road; 

4) Documentation of the two historic resources in photographs and drawings, as 

allowed by the ordinance. 

The Commission is struck by the great loss of historic fabric within the application, though 

it does understand the balance between preservation and the growth of the school. 
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Seconded by Mr. Gillespie, there was a consensus of the Commission to approve of Mr. Busch’s 

comments. 

 

Ms. Fisher asked about the school’s enrollment. Mr. Broseman said that the school is approved to 

have 400 students, though the current enrollment is less. There is no intent to expand enrollment 

beyond 400 even with the expansion of the campus.  

 

Informal Review – 1400 Mill Creek Road, Gladwyne – Barker Mill – Class 1 

 

This item was tabled by the applicant prior to the meeting. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, May 20, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.  


