
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

GRANTS AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
6:00 PM ( Approximately) 

Chairperson: Tiffany O'Neill
Vice Chairperson: Anna Durbin, Anthony C. Stevenson

 AGENDA

1. RESOLUTION - ADOPTION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
ACTION PLAN FOR YEAR XLV (2019-2020)
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  RESOLUTION - ADOPTION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
ACTION PLAN FOR YEAR XLV (2019-2020)

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners adoption of a Resolution for the adoption of
the Annual Action Plan for Year XLV in the amount of $1,065,471, and the filing of Fund Year XLV CDBG
application including all Assurances and Certifications contained therein. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
ISSUE BRIEFING Issue Briefing

RESOLUTION Resolution

CDBG FUNDING BUDGET - PROPOSED Backup Material

2



 
 

TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 
Grants and Community Development Committee 

 
Issue Briefing 

 
Topic: Resolution to be submitted to HUD for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Annual Action 

Plan for CDBG Funded Activities  

 

 
Prepared By: Emily Crane, Community Development Technician 

 

 

Date:  April 26, 2019 

 

 

I. Action to be Considered By the Board: Adoption of a Resolution for the adoption of 
the Annual Action Plan for Year XLV in the amount of $1,065,471, and the filing of 
Fund Year XLV CDBG application including all Assurances and Certifications 
contained therein.  

 
II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration: 

Federal regulations require the Township to hold two public hearings and to approve a 
resolution adopting the Annual Action Plan before submitting the application to HUD 
to obtain the Township’s funding allocation. 

 

III. Current Policy or Practice (If Applicable): N/A 
 

IV. Other Relevant Background Information:  
The Board of Commissioners held the public hearings required by HUD in February 
and April and is required to adopt the Annual Action Plan in May.  Similar to the 
previous three years, HUD was not authorized to establish CDBG allocations awarded 
to local governments prior to our April public hearing. Staff estimated a 2% reduction 
and a budget of $967,408. Staff has recently been notified by HUD that the Township’s  
allocation is higher than anticipated by at $990,801. 
 
Staff has adjusted the budget to reflect the higher grant amount.  Public Service 
agencies will see increased funding, subject to the 15% cap limit, and the balance of the 
increased funding will go to the Township’s Residential Rehab program.  

 

V. Impact On Township Finances: The Federal CDBG funds assist the Township to 
meet the public service needs of the community and reduces the need to impose higher 
local taxes to provide local services. 

 

VI. Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the amended Annual Action 
Plan. 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

  

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Merion is entitled to receive Federal financial 

assistance under the provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, PL 93-

383, as amended; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, to secure such financial assistance, it is necessary to file an Annual Action Plan 

for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 with the Department of Housing and Urban Development on or before 

May 15, 2019; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, requires 

each municipality to give certain assurances with respect to the Community Development Block 

Grant funds: 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: 

 

1. The Township’s Community Development Annual Action Plan (2019) attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, dated May 8th, 2019 is hereby approved. 

 

2. The Township Manager of the Township of Lower Merion is hereby authorized as 

follows: 

 

(a)  to file said Plans and amendments with the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) on or before May 15, 2019 or later; and 

 

(b) to serve as authorized representative of the Township of Lower Merion in 

connection with the Community Development Block Grant Program and to 

provide such additional information as may be required. 

 

3. The Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development be, and hereby 

is, assured of full compliance by the Township of Lower Merion to the assurances 

attached thereto and made a part hereof. 

 

 RESOLVED, this _____ day of _________________, 2019.  

 

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

 

 

       By:  _____________________________ 

 Daniel S. Bernheim, President 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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APPLICATION REQUESTS FOR CDBG FUNDING THROUGH LMT 

FUND YEAR 45 (2019-2020)

ACTIVITY for Program Year 45           

(2019-2020) Budget draft IDIS AGENCY

REQUESTED 

AMOUNT

NATIONAL 

OBJECTIVE ELIGIBILITY

SERVICE 

AREA-

CENSUS 

TRK/BLK  2010 COMMENTS

RECOMMENDED 

FUNDING

ADMINISTRATION

CDBG Administration                         

211-6005-0101-0045
LMT 140,000 not applicable 570.206 not applicable

salaries, expenses, 

professional 

services, advertising- 

FY2018  was 

$130,000

140,000

Non-Profit to support affordable housing 

in the Township-Admin Funds 211-6005-

0061-0045

Lower Merion 

Affordable 

Housing Inc.

11,000 570.208(a)(3) 570.206(a) Twp

staffing expenses 

financial audit 

FY2018 was $8,000

11,000

Fair Housing Rights Assistance for 

Lower Merion Township                            

211-6005-0086-0045

Housing Equality 

Center of PA
7,500 570.206(c) 570.206© Twp

seminars, 

workshops, 

complaints, housing 

outreach-agency in 

Montco FY 2018 

$7,500

7,500

ADMINISTRATION TOTAL $158,500 CAP is $ 198,160 $158,500
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APPLICATION REQUESTS FOR CDBG FUNDING THROUGH LMT 

FUND YEAR 45 (2019-2020)

ACTIVITY for Program Yr 45          

(2019-2020) Budget IDIS AGENCY

REQUESTED 

AMOUNT

NATIONAL 

OBJECTIVE ELIGIBILITY

SERVICE 

AREA-

CENSUS 

TRK/BLK  2010 COMMENTS

RECOMMENDED 

FUNDING

PUBLIC SERVICES

Ardmore Avenue Community Center -

funds partial staff salaries   213-5000-

0051-0045

Parks& 

Recreation
446,055 570.208(a)(1)(ii)(A) 570.201(e)

2055.01 BK 1, 

3 and 4

Low/Mod area 

FY2018 $133,500
130,000

Mini Bus Program-partially pays driver- 

transportation for senior citizens, youth 

and adults with mental and physical 

challenges to various cultural, social 

and recreational trips   213-5000-0053-

0045

Parks&Rec Dept 22,922 570.208(a)(2)(i)(A) 570.201(e) Twp
Presumed benefit 

FY2018 $8,500
8,300

Escort Driver -partially fund driver 

service 211-6005-0057-0045
ElderNet 2,713 570.208(a)(2)i(A) 570.201(e) twp

Presumed benefit 

continuation FY 2018 

$1,700

1,600

Care Management-Special Projects 

Coordinator- fund partial salary 211-

6005-0058-0045

ElderNet 72,227 570.208(a)(2)i(A) 570.201(e) twp

Presumed benefit; 

continuation FY 2018 

$8,500

8,300

Senior Citizens Center in Ardmore -

program coordinator, instructional 

programs, admin asst, equipment  211-

6005-0059-0045

PALM- Senior 

Center Ardmore
12,000 570.208(a)(2)(i)(A) 570.201(e) twp

Presume benefit; 

continuation FY2017 

$8,500

8,300

Domestic Violence Satellite Office in 

Bryn Mawr partial rent payment 211-

6005-0060-0045

Women’s Center 

of Mont Co
3,500 570.208(a)(2)(A) 570.201(e) twp

Presumed benefit; 

continuation FY2017 

$3,400

3,400

New Horizons Senior Center-fund 

partial salary Program Coordinator  211-

6005-0087-0045

New Horizons 

Senior Center
7,410 570.208(a)(2)(i)(A) 570.201(e)

Narberth and 

Lower Merion

Presumed benefit: 

continuation FY2018 

$6,800

6,700

PUBLIC SERVICE TOTAL

certification form 

for new or 

expanded services

$732,827

$166,620   (cap 

includes 15% of FY 

2018 Program 

Income)

$166,600

6



APPLICATION REQUESTS FOR CDBG FUNDING THROUGH LMT 

FUND YEAR 45 (2019-2020)

ACTIVITY for Program Yr 45           

(2019-2020)) Budget IDIS AGENCY

REQUESTED 

AMOUNT

NATIONAL 

OBJECTIVE ELIGIBILITY

SERVICE 

AREA-

CENSUS 

TRK/BLK  2010 COMMENTS

RECOMMENDED 

FUNDING

PUBLIC WORKS

Accessibility issues ADA Curb Cuts 

includes; engineering, PENNDot 

reviews, construction costs  211-6005-

0073-0045

Public Works 215,000 570.208(a)(2)(ii)(A) 570.201© Twp FY2018 $120,000 70,000

ADA ramps for business LMT 15,000 570.208(a)(2)(ii)(A) 570.201© twp New program 15,000

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Commercial Façade Program-pay 

interest on commercial loans to rehab 

blighted areas of building  211-6005-

0115-0045

EcoDev 10,000 570.208(b)(2) 570.202(a)(3) Twp
In FY 2018 funded 

$10,000
10,000

Ardmore Initiative-Program for rehab or 

business assistance to area retail or 

restaurants-creates jobs for low to 

moderate income people is a 

requirement for funding  211-6005-0047-

0045

EcoDev 25,000 570.208(a)(4)(i)
570.203(b)570.

209(b)(1)(i)

2055.01 blk 

1,2,3,4 2053 

blk1,2 2054 

blk 4

In FY 2018 funded 

$20,000
20,000

PUBLIC WORKS & ECO DEV 

TOTAL

service area 

map & file 

descriptions

$265,000 $115,000
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APPLICATION REQUESTS FOR CDBG FUNDING THROUGH LMT 

FUND YEAR 45 (2019-2020)

ACTIVITY for Program Yr 45         (2018-

2019) Budget IDIS AGENCY

REQUESTED 

AMOUNT

NATIONAL 

OBJECTIVE ELIGIBILITY

SERVICE 

AREA-

CENSUS 

TRK/BLK  2010 COMMENTS

RECOMMENDED 

FUNDING

REHABILITATION
Public Facilities 

Improvement

Ardmore Avenue Community Center 

and PALM Senior Center -replace 

awning 212-6005-0048-0045

Facilities 

Maintenance 

Division

8,500 570.208(a)(1)(ii)© 570.201©

2053 blk1,2  

2055.01     

blk1 & 2

staff time to perform 

the work
8,500

Ardmore Avenue Community Center  

Cover Insulation in gym area 218-6005-

0048-0045

Facilities 

Maintenance 

Division

13,150 570.208(a)(2)(A)(ii) 570.201©

2053 blk1,2  

2055.01     

blk1 & 2

staff time to perform 

the work
13,150

Ardmore Housing for the Elderly - 

replace existing emergency generator

Grosse & Quade 

Management 

Co.

205,000 570.208(a)(2)(i)(B) 570.201©
limited 

clientele

davis bacon rates 

apply
180,000

Center for Creative Works - RHD 

Replace broken /worn floor in the 

Cafeteria and Adult Training Facility      

211-6005-xxxx-0045

Resources for 

Human 

Development

18,721
limited 

clientele

davis bacon rates 

apply
18,721

REHAB TOTAL $245,371 $220,371
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APPLICATION REQUESTS FOR CDBG FUNDING THROUGH LMT 

FUND YEAR 45 (2019-2020)

ACTIVITY for Program Yr 45          

(2019-2020) Budget IDIS AGENCY

REQUESTED 

AMOUNT

NATIONAL 

OBJECTIVE ELIGIBILITY

SERVICE 

AREA-

CENSUS 

TRK/BLK  2010 COMMENTS

RECOMMENDED 

FUNDING

HOUSING

Res.Rehab Program Soft Costs 211-

6005-0001-0045
LMT 15,000 570.208(a)(3) 570.202 twp

pays for salary, risk 

assessor, relo, roof 

inspections-FY 2018 

$15,000

15,000

Res. Rehab Program 211-6005-0099-

0045
LMT 275,000 570.208(a)(3) 570.202 twp

hard construction 

costs includes lead 

hazards FY2018 

$330,000

290,000

Housing Development- Home Purchase 

Program-purchase-renovate-sell homes 

to low income families 211-6991-0084-

0045

LMT/LMAH 100,000 570.208(a)(3) 570.202 twp

Resale funds are 

added to this funding 

for next property 

FY2019 $100,000

100,000

TOTAL HOUSING $390,000 $405,000

TOTAL REQUESTS $1,791,698
Increase by $74,670,000 

from FY44 program 

income

$1,065,471

2019 Funding Allocation  $990,801
15% public 

services

$166,620   (cap 

includes 15% of 

FY 2018 PI

difference vs last year -  + $3,642 20% admin $198,160

* $74,670   difference to be funded with 2018 Program Income 

Public Services 570.201(e) Low/Mod Income 570.208

Public Facilities & Improvements 570.201(c)

Public Service 15% Cap

Admin&Planning 20% CAP 

p/cd/fy45/cdbgapplication

3/15/2019

NO caps on rehab, blight, eco dev
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