
Page 1 of 2 

 

Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
January 28, 2019 

              

Members present:  

Christian Busch, Melanie Piltch, Gerry Fisher, Michael James, Jason Lewis, Dave Weiss (alternate) 

 

Members absent:  

Bruce Gillespie, Karen Nagel, David Petkun (alternate)  

 

Staff present:  

Greg Prichard, Carol Quigley 

 

Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m.  

 

Reorganization 
 

Mr. Petkun nominated Mr. Busch to serve as Chair. Seconded by Ms. Nagel, the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Petkun nominated Ms. Piltch to serve as Vice Chair. Seconded by Ms. Nagel, the motion 

carried. 

 

2019-R-1 – 1301 Rose Glen Road, Gladwyne – Rolling Hill Farm Cottage – Class 1 

 

The applicant, the Lower Merion Conservancy, proposes to replace porch elements including 

flooring, railing, and balustrade. The building is leased by the Conservancy and owned by Lower 

Merion Township. 

 

The Commission was joined by Lower Merion Conservancy Executive Director Maurine McGeehan 

and Director of Historic Preservation Kathleen Abplanalp. 

 

Ms. Fisher and Ms. Nagel noted that they serve as board members of the Conservancy.  

 

Ms. Quigley reviewed the proposal. She noted that the porch flooring is deteriorated and said that 

using a hardwood or a composite material with similarly dimensioned planks would be appropriate. 
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She detailed the condition of the railing, which was created when the cottage was renovated about 

20 years ago. The height and detailing of the railing are not consistent with the building’s style and 

era. The large corner post is not original, though it may have been re-created in kind from an 

original that may have been revealed from underneath the former porch enclosure. She noted that 

there are ways to design a new railing that would minimize the perception of its height and would be 

made to meet present-day Code.  

 

Ms. Abplanalp noted that it has been suggested that the cottage may have been designed by Minerva 

Parker Nichols, one of the first female professional architects in the country. There are no historic 

images to show what the original railing would have looked like, but images of cottages of similar 

size and style give some clues as to how it may have appeared.  

 

The members of the Commission discussed options for complying with Code and creating an 

appropriate design. Different products and materials were also discussed. 

 

Mr. Busch suggested forming a subcommittee to assist the Conservancy with any questions about 

design ideas. Mr. Busch and Ms. Piltch volunteered to serve in this capacity. 

 

Being an informal discussion, no motion was made. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Ms. Abplanalp and Mr. Prichard discussed the plaque program that they have been working on. A 

meeting with residents of English Village, which will serve as the first district targeted for this 

project, will be convened on February 12. 

 

Mr. Prichard gave a presentation describing the current proposal for Neighborhood Conservation 

Districts. Three districts are proposed for creation at this time: Cynwyd, which was developed 

around 1900 in a consistent pattern using high-end architecture; South Ardmore, which would 

follow the basic outline of the historic district proposed several years ago, comprised of late 19th and 

early 20th century patterns of neighborhood development; and South Merion Station, the largest 

proposed district, which includes large 19th century homes as well as denser turn-of-the-century 

housing. Commission members gave comments on the Design Guidelines.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:06 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, March 25, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.  


