LOWER MERION
TOWNSHIP
BUILDING

AND PLANNING

Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, November 27, 2018

Caucus Room, Township Administration Building
75 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003

ATTENDEES:

EAC: Brian Hoppy, Chair; Joe Rudek, Vice Chair; Mike Hays, Secretary; David Richman; Sara
Pevaroff Schuh

Lower Merion Township staff: Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner

Elected officials: Commissioner George Manos

Public visitors: Amanda Meltz, Bird Safe Initiative; Township residents: Jen Pavao, Beth
Yount, Jennifer Prior, Matthew Prior, Jim Price, Phyllis Blumberg, Patty Elkis and Rich
Widmann, Lower Merion Shade Tree Commission; Maurine McGeehan, Lower Merion
Conservancy; Jesse Lytle, Chief of Staff, Haverford College; Katie Park, Philadelphia Inquirer.

1. Approval of minutes — October 23, 2018
Joe Rudek made a motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Sara Pevaroff
Schuh. The minutes were approved unanimously.

2. Overcup Oak Tree - 401 E. City Avenue, Bala Cynwyd
Rich Widmann of the Township’s Shade Tree Commission gave a brief overview of the
history and value of this large overcup oak tree, which he said dates to the American
Revolution. He said the property owner has filed a development plan with the Township to
build a 6-story office building and parking garage on the site. Community members are
concerned about the tree’s future as it is shown to be removed on the proposed plans.

Discussion on how to proceed. With the verbal approval of Commissioner Manos, the EAC
voted to provide the Ad Hoc Environmental Initiatives Committee a letter expressing our
desire to further engage with the property owner to redesign their site plan to accommodate
the long-term preservation of this historic specimen tree. Motioned by Rudek, seconded by
Pevaroff Schuh, and unanimous approval.

3. Environmental Action Plan (EAP) Implementation
Creation of Sustainability Working Group — Jon Lesher, Montgomery County Planning
Commission, made a presentation about sustainability planning and how different
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municipalities have approached the challenge in the county. Examples include Pottstown,
Collegeville and Cheltenham.

He said early priorities include defining a scope and identifying one or more “champions” to
help push the project forward. Lesher highlighted resources available from the county and
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, including urban heat island mapping and
greenhouse gas inventories sortable by municipality.

Hoppy said the same group of EAC members who planned the Sustainability Workshop will
begin working out the details and initial planning for a Lower Merion sustainability plan (but
not the scope).

Initiative to Make SE Pennsylvania Bird Safe — Amanda Meltz gave a presentation on the
risks posed by windows and glass structures to birds and provided ways to mitigate these
risks.

She said it is estimated that up to 1 billion birds die each year in the U.S. after colliding with
windows which is the equivalent of over 300 Exxon Valdez spills, in terms of lost wildlife.
She said birds can be confused by the reflection of natural features in windows (trees, etc.) or
think that they can fly through structures if greenery is seen on the other side.

What can be done? Netting, stickers, decals and “feather-friendly” tape may be purchased to
help prevent birds from flying into residential and commercial buildings. The EAC will look
into promoting these remedies.

Plastic Bag/Straws Education

Ms. Campisi said the Township Solicitor has investigated regulatory options for 1% class
Townships on this issue and he does not believe that Lower Merion has a clear authority to
ban bags or straws. She said the Board of Commissioners would prefer to start with an
education campaign to encourage residents to reduce their usage of these items. Members
and the public discussed the possibility of a fee/tax with no clear consensus.

Recycling Center Tour
Ms. Campisi stated that the facility is in Reading. EAC members will select a date that fits
schedules.

Lower Merion TV — EAC feature program series — Winter episode.

The leadership of the Harriton High School Environmental Club was interviewed along with
Jesse Lytle, members of the Narberth EAC and the Lower Merion Climate Action Coalition
(members also include Pavao and McGeehan, with a focus on educational institutions).



8. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any)
Public Service Announcements - none proposed

Energy Conservation Projects Update — Ms. Campisi said proposals are due from
Energy Savings Companies (ESCOs) later this week in response to an RFP that was
issued for energy conservation projects. She also stated that Provident Energy is
working with the Township on this initiative and will assist with the review of the

proposals.

Bamboo Ordinance — This ordinance is on the agenda for the December 12, 2018

Building & Planning Committee meeting for discussion by the Committee.

9. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended - N/A

10. Assignment to public meetings:

Monday, December 3
Thursday, December 6
Wednesday, December 12
Wednesday, December 19
Thursday, December 20

Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.

Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. JR
Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. MB
Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. MH
Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. BH



