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MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

October 23, 2018 - 7 p.m.  

Board Room 

 

EAC Attendees -  Joe Rudek, Vice Chair  

   Bruce Bayne  

   Mitchell Burack  

   Sara Pevaroff Schuh  

   David Richman  

 

Commissioners -  Andy Gavrin and George Manos, Ad Hoc EIC (Environmental Initiatives Committee)  

 

Guests -  Jen Pavao, Carl Watson, Tamar Norquist, Phyllis Blumberg, Barbara Cicalese, Amanda Meltz (Bird-Safe 

Initiative), Carl Watson, Peter Puglieonesi (Haverford EAC), Julie Keane (Ready for 100) 

 

Township Staff: Andrea Campisi 

 

I. Approval of Minutes: June, July and September - Bruce made a motion to approve the minutes. David seconded the 

motion. All members were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

II. Climate Action Expo - Haverford EAC is cosponsoring event 

• Sunday, November 4th from 12-5 at Haverford College, event is targeted toward the public and what individuals can do 

to combat climate change 

• David and Andrea will attend on behalf of EAC 

• Event will feature green vehicles, consults for residents, information on buying renewable power, conservation and 

short presentations by speakers 

• Peter advocates for “easy” projects that municipalities or residents could do immediately (e.g. top five things 

Township/resident can do/could do), particularly looking for a geothermal presenter 

• LMT EAC will make a presentation 

• Andrea & David will review with Ernie & Paul, +/- 20-25 minutes 

III. Lower Merion TV - EAC Feature Program / Fall episode 

• Interviewed Dr. Jeannette Dumas from Rosemont College and Amanda Meltz, Bird-Safe Initiative 

• Winter Episode: finalizing with Lower Merion Climate Action Coalition & Narberth EAC for December 2018 

• Sustainable Energy Workshop is available online on Township website and Township Facebook pages and on LMCAC 

Facebook page 

• Potential future topic: Energy Conservation and energy efficiency - what can residents do? 

• Amy Chapkovich, Maurine McGeehan, Tamar Norquist, Jesse Lytle formed the Lower Merion Climate Action 

Coalition (LMCAC) to bring together people working on sustainable initiatives in all the different schools (both 

secondary and higher education). First meeting to occur on November 8th for general membership at Lower Merion 

Conservancy. 

• Check Facebook page for updates 

IV. Environmental Action Plan Implementation 

a. Sustainable Energy Workshop follow-up  

• 10 Commissioners attended. It was a great success! Diversity of speakers, well attended, and motivating. 

• Positive outcome: Township has made the decision to go with 100% renewable energy and it was approved 

unanimously by BOC (in part because of low premium)  

• LMT has discussed the solid waste fee and whether a composting program could make a big dent in the costs 

• BOC wants to see a comprehensive plan that helps move this forward. How can LMT become carbon neutral? 

b. Next Steps: 

• Convene a working group to develop a Sustainability Energy Action Plan for incorporation into the 

Comprehensive Plan 

• Commissioners Manos and Gavrin support EAC leading this group 

• EAC will outline how this group could work, process for involving residents/experts, representatives from each 

LMT Dept. and review with EIC 

• Ready for 100 has a sample resolution for becoming 100% Renewable for Townships, will review for reference 

V. Tree Ordinance Discussion (City of Lancaster Ordinance) - Deferred until next meeting 

VI. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review 

• Bryn Mawr College – Tentative Sketch Plan - new Health Center, concern about demolition of three older buildings 

(though not on Historic Resource Inventory) and lack of stormwater management approach 

• 39-41 E. Montgomery Avenue – Amended Tentative Sketch Plan - removal of three historic homes for new 48’ tall 

condominium building with parking underneath. Concern about stormwater collection at corner. David thinks it’s better 

that sidewalk is being improved. Sara thinks design is very uninspiring and historic fabric of neighborhood is being 

sacrificed for modern convenience. 
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• 211 Belmont Avenue – Preliminary Plan - senior housing facility proposed. Gulley Run encased in large deep, open 

concrete box 

• What is happening with 401 City Avenue/SIG Building — talk amongst community about loss of large Oak tree 

VII. Ongoing & Old Business 

• Public Service Announcements - Green electricity purchase - group volunteered Mike to handle this PSA 

• Energy Conservation Projects Update – see Sustainability Workshop discussion above 

• Bamboo Ordinance – to be reviewed at November 14th Building & Planning Committee meeting  

• Articles in Township Newsletter - Bamboo education piece to be done by Sara for Spring newsletter 

• Planning Commission meeting re: Zoning Code: Mitchell asked if we should consider assigning someone from EAC to 

attend these as it moves through the process 

• Haverford School, Crossman Hall – Mitchell attended Planning Commission meeting where the Tentative Sketch Plan 

was on the agenda. Issues with stormwater management as proposed. He recommended the EAC keep on top of this 

project. The plan was subsequently approved by the BOC. Plan will need to be revised and a Preliminary Plan 

submitted. 

• Draft Zoning Code will be available online on LMT website tomorrow and presented to public on November 7 (DPZ 

presentation) and November 28 (staff presentation) 

• Brian sits on the Civic Engagement Committee 

• PECO provides training to municipalities in how to use an application that assists in calculating energy use/output/etc. 

Mitchell will provide contact info to Andrea 

VIII. EAC Members Report Out on Meetings Attended 

• Bird-Safe Initiative – Sara attended. Amanda Meltz discussed event, suggested monitoring of Township building(s) and 

identification of cost-effective, retrofit solutions 

• Haverford EAC/Darby Creek EAC Area-wide event – Mitchell attended. Group is informal and has lots of potential. 

Mitchell suggested EAC have a regular liaison to this group and possibly other organizations. He volunteered to do this 

for next 7-9 months. 

IX. Thanks to the Amazing Bruce Bayne! Joe read a lovely tribute to Bruce and Andrea brought out delicious cupcakes. 

Bruce was celebrated for all he has contributed to the EAC in his almost decade of service to the Township.  

 

X. Assignment to Public Meetings 

Thursday, November 1 — 8:30 a.m. LDC 

Monday, November 5 — 6:30 p.m. LMT Planning Commission 

Wednesday, November 7 — 7:00 p.m. Special Building & Planning Committee 

Wednesday, November 10 — 7:00 p.m. Building & Planning Committee 

Wednesday, November 14 — 7:00 p.m. Building & Planning Committee 

Monday, November 19 — 7:30 p.m. BOC 

 

 

Next Meeting is Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes recorded by Sara Pevaroff Schuh, EAC member 

 

 


