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AGENDA

1. RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF EXONERATION FROM COLLECTION OF
TOWNSHIP REAL ESTATE TAXES
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF EXONERATION FROM COLLECTION OF
TOWNSHIP REAL ESTATE TAXES

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners adoption of a resolution exonerating the
Township Tax Collector from collection of 2018 real estate taxes.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF EXONERATION FROM
COLLECTION OF TOWNSHIP REAL ESTATE TAXES

Issue Briefing

RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF EXONERATION FROM
COLLECTION OF TOWNSHIP REAL ESTATE TAXES

Resolution
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

Finance Committee 

Issue Briefing 
 

 

Topic:  Exoneration from Collection of Township Real Estate Taxes 
 
Prepared By:  Eric Traub, Chief Financial Officer 
 

Date:   February 1, 2019 
 

I. Action To Be Considered By The Board: 

 

Adopt a resolution to exonerate the Township Tax Collector from collection of Real Estate Taxes 
for the year 2018 in the amount of $364,332 which includes a ten percent penalty. 
 
II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration: 

 

After completion of a calendar year, the Township Tax collector prepares a final reconciliation 
of the Township real estate tax collections.  The reconciliation is then reviewed by the Finance 
Department before the Township Tax Collector files a year end return of uncollected real estate 
taxes with the Montgomery County Tax Claim Bureau. 
 

III. Current Policy Or Practice (If Applicable):   
 
Required by Township Code. 
 
IV. Other Relevant Background Information: 

 

Table 1 provides an uncollected real estate tax summary status at year end since 2012. 
 

Table 1 Lower Merion Uncollected Real Estate Taxes 2012 - 2018 

 

 Original Amount Amount Uncollected

Year Tax Duplicate Uncollected As % of Original Duplicate

2012 31,022,858        525,656         1.69%

2013 31,133,935        482,467         1.55%

2014 31,306,335        469,583         1.50%

2015 31,389,916        406,487         1.29%

2016 31,562,939        398,891         1.26%

2017 31,710,367        380,318         1.20%

2018 31,903,913        331,191         1.04%  
 

(2018 data is preliminary and unaudited) 
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As indicated, the 2018 uncollected real estate tax is better than collections in recent years.  Table 
2 below, shows a ten year history of total taxes collected.  The collections, including delinquent 
and interim, bring the overall collection rate to an average of over 99% of the original levy over 
the past ten years.   
 

Table 2     Lower Merion Total Real Estate Taxes Collected  

                              Between 2009 - 2018 
 

Total Current Percent Delinquent Interim Total % of Total

Tax Tax of Levy Tax Tax Tax Collection 

Years Levy Collections Collected Collections Collections Collections to Levy

2009 27,654,404     26,716,585     96.6% 559,677      65,941       27,342,203     98.9%

2010 28,274,531     27,312,658     96.6% 565,492      52,060       27,930,210     98.8%

2011 31,183,272     30,105,206     96.5% 558,845      19,082       30,683,133     98.4%

2012 31,022,858     30,043,347     96.8% 768,428      84,960       30,896,735     99.6%

2013 31,133,935     30,179,550     96.9% 707,741      91,465       30,978,756     99.5%

2014 31,306,335     30,366,570     97.0% 567,328      56,333       30,990,231     99.0%

2015 31,389,916     30,497,025     97.2% 507,643      145,044     31,149,712     99.2%

2016 31,562,939     30,684,992     97.2% 481,321      90,743       31,257,056     99.0%

2017 31,710,367     30,838,661     97.3% 522,501      158,651     31,519,813     99.4%

2018 31,903,193     31,075,263     97.4% 468,768      103,796     31,647,827     99.2%  
 
(2018 data is preliminary and unaudited) 

 

 
V. Impact On Township Finances: 

 

Not applicable. 
 

VI. Staff Recommendation: 
 

Staff recommends that Samuel Adenbaum, Township Tax Collector, be exonerated from the 
responsibility of the 2018 Township real estate taxes uncollected at December 31, 2018.  These 
uncollected taxes now become the responsibility of the Montgomery County Tax Claim Bureau 
for its collection and remittance to the Township in 2019 and beyond. 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-XX 

  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION  

EXONERATING THE TOWNSHIP TAX COLLECTOR  

FROM COLLECTION OF 2018 REAL ESTATE TAXES 

 
 

WHEREAS, Samuel Adenbaum, Tax Collector of Lower Merion, did on the 9th day of 
January 2019, make a return to the County Commissioners of Montgomery County, of unpaid 
real estate taxes for the year 2018, totaling $364,332 (including 10% penalty), exclusive of 
interim taxes, a copy of such return having been filed with the Township Secretary. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Samuel Adenbaum be and is hereby 

exonerated from the collection of real estate taxes for the year 2018 totaling the sum of 
$364,332, exclusive of interim real estate taxes for the year 2018. 

 
 RESOLVE FURTHER, that the record of account of the Township be adjusted in 
accordance with the foregoing Resolution, that a certified copy of such Resolution be furnished 
to Samuel Adenbaum and a copy of such return, as filed by the Township Secretary, be identified 
by the signature of the Township Secretary and the same duly filed with the Township records. 

 
 RESOLVED, this ____ day of February, 2019.  
 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

       TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 
 
 
 
       By:  _____________________________ 
        Daniel S. Bernheim, President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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