
MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, September 17, 2018 

Board Room 7 p.m. 

 

 

EAC Attendees -    Brian Hoppy, Chair  

     Joe Rudek, Vice Chair  

Mike Hays, Secretary  

     Bruce Bayne  

     David Richman  

     Mitchell Burack  

Staff -      Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner 

Elected Officials -    Commissioner Andy Gavrin  

Guests -    Carl Watson  

     Susan Barr  

     Phyllis Rubin  

 

1. Approval of minutes -  Will be recirculated by email for June and July  

 

2. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series - Phyllis Rubin suggested contacting 

Amanda Meltz from the Sanctuary. Stickers may be placed on windows where birds are striking 

at a high rate.  

 

3. Environmental Action Plan (EAP) Implementation 

• Sustainable Energy Workshop Update and Outline -  

SEW - 3-hour program (Richman)  

1. Discussion of science and consequences of climate change (Jessie Lytle); Dan Wolk on 

the health consequences of climate change - Physicians for Social Responsibility and 

Climate Lobby  

2. Ryan Spies, Diane Herrin, Brad Molotsky (Cherry Hill Township & V.P. of Brandywine 

Realty Trust) What does sustainability planning look like?  



3. Lower Merion officials, Jim Lill (LMSD) and Paul McElhaney, will discuss 

accomplishments and goals, etc. And two Harriton High School students will discuss 

from a students’ perspective  

4. Panel roundtable - followed by interaction with the Commissioners and public  

 

Question from Commissioner Gavrin about takeaways -- What do the Commissioners come 

away with?  

Richman says it’s a Comprehensive Sustainable Energy Planning process -- forward thinking and 

akin to taking the next step on the Comprehensive Plan. This is also the first step of 

implementing the EAP (Environmental Action Plan).  

 

Rubin - What about agriculture? And greenhouse gases associated with it?  

 

Richman responded that we decided to keep it focused on energy to avoid a scattered focus. How 

can the Township influence choices by its constituents?  

 

Joe Rudek - What will the questions be? Richman meeting with Jon Lesher, Montgomery 

County Planning Commission, who will be the moderator of the panel.  

 

• Updates of Activity for September 2018 Meeting  

EAP - call for updates at the next meeting, October (Hoppy). Progress has been made on 

several fronts 

Rudek - China has stopped accepting plastic from the western world because it’s too mixed. Big 

impact on recycling. 

 

Hoppy answers question from Barr about stormwater plans on the Township website and a local 

impervious coverage question.  

 

4. Tree Ordinance Discussion (City of Lancaster Ordinance) –  

Chris Leswing, Director of Building and Planning, has been engaged on this. Buffer areas are 

reaching the end of design life. Buffer requirements should be updated to replenish and refresh 

aging buffer areas. (Barry Jeffries talked to the EAC a few months ago about this)  

Andrea Campisi – The property owner installed a solid fence. There has been discussion back 

and forth with the developer on the final planting plan.  

Hoppy asked the EAC to review the City of Lancaster ordinance.  

 

 

 



5. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review 

a) Tentative Sketch Plan - 920 Youngs Ford Road -- Gladwyne Montessori School 

Overview: School purchased four additional properties (5.4-acre expansion) They are not 

incorporating all of them at this time. 81,389 square feet of impervious allowed. At this 

stage, they are not required to show stormwater calculations. 

 

EAC Comments: Native and locally-adapted species; look at the current stormwater plan 

and see if there is green infrastructure that can be implemented.  

 

b) Tentative Sketch Plan - Haverford School, 450 Lancaster Avenue 

Overview: Crossman Hall building - removing an older building and reconstructing it. 

Discussion on impervious coverage. 

 

EAC Comments - Look at alternatives for stormwater  

 

 

6. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any) 

• Public Service Announcements - PSAs –  

• Not sure where Sara is with invasive plants  

• Spotted lanternfly 

 

• Energy Conservation Projects Update - From Joe Rudek at PW Committee - RFP to seek a 

GESA (Guaranteed Energy Savings Agreement) - nothing binding at this time. Township staff 

and consultant will work together on putting the RFP together. Simply information gathering at 

this stage. Gavrin said there are still questions on the Board as to whether we will move on it, but 

an RFP does not hurt. 

• Bamboo Ordinance - recently sent to EIC (Environmental Initiatives Committee) - staff wants 

to place on October, Building & Planning Committee agenda  

• Articles for Township Newsletter – 500 word maximum, deadline 11/9 

Newsletter - need articles: Spotted lanternfly, recap of SEW (Hays) Go for the Green Awards, 

Stormwater (for MS4 requirements)  

 

7. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended 

 

8. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• September 25, 2018, 6–9 p.m. – Sustainable Energy Workshop 



Land Development Committee - 4th   

Board of Commissioners - 17th  

Planning Commission - 1st  

Building & Planning Committee - 10th   

Land Development Committee - 18th   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mike Hays, Secretary  

 

 


