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MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 

Caucus Room 7 p.m. 

 

 

EAC Attendees -    Mike Hays, Secretary  

     Bruce Bayne  

     Sara Pevaroff Schuh  

     Mitchell Burack  

Staff -      Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner 

Elected Officials -    Commissioner Andy Gavrin  

Guests -    Carl Watson  

     Jen Pavao  

Phyllis Blumberg 

 

1. Approval of minutes – June 26, 2018 - Deferred until September meeting  

 

2. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series – Fall episode -- Suggestion that we 

highlight Rosemont College and Dr. Jeannette Dumas. Deferred to next meeting since Brian 

Hoppy is absent.  

 

3. Environmental Action Plan (EAP) Implementation 

• Sustainable Energy Workshop Update and Outline - Workshop planning is moving along, with 

a full program of speakers and panelists coming together. The SEW group will be meeting again 

prior to the next EAC meeting.  

The promotional flier appeared in the Township newsletter released before Labor Day. 

Commissioner Gavrin said he would forward the list of speakers to the Environmental Initiatives 

Committee (committee of the Board of Commissioners). He is looking forward to assisting the 

EAC with action steps following the workshop.  

The full program outline has been provided by Richman and others. Updates are continuously 

shared with the full EAC. Richman, Pevaroff Schuh and Ryan Spies wrote the following 
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summary of the workshop’s focus, which is being shared with community groups and the media:  

As part of its 2018 Environmental Action Plan, the EAC set the goal of enhancing the 

Township’s admirable Comprehensive Plan by adding a strategy for achieving long-term energy 

efficiency and reducing Lower Merion’s carbon footprint. 

   

Towards that end, the EAC is holding a public workshop at the Township Building on the 

evening of September 25th from 6 to 9 p.m. Our panelists will address: 

  

● the need for sustainable energy planning due to accelerating climate change; 

  

● the role of sustainable energy planning in preserving and protecting Lower Merion’s 

quality of life and the health of its residents; and 

● how sustainable energy planning will enable Lower Merion to meet its future public and 

private energy needs in a cost effective and environmentally sensitive way. 

  

Please join the Board of Commissioners and the EAC in learning about sustainable energy 

initiatives taking place here and elsewhere and the potential value of a planning process for 

Lower Merion. Panelists include sustainability planners and managers from industry, education, 

county government, other communities, and our own township and school district.  Come at 5:30 

for light refreshments. 

 

4. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review - None, since the Township does not hold 

public meetings in August  

 

5. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any) 

• Public Service Announcements - none in the works  

• Energy Conservation Projects Update - Provident Energy will be presenting to the Public 

Works Committee on July 25  

• Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update – The consultant will present the draft 

plan to the BOC on Aug. 1  

• Bamboo Ordinance - no update  

• Articles for Township Newsletter – 500 word maximum. Submissions are always welcomed.  

• Commercial Greening Subcommittee – Greening Montgomery Avenue between Old Gulph 

Road and Meeting House Road. Pevaroff Schuh noted that Chris Leswing, Director of Building 

& Planning, has been meeting with Narberth stakeholders on this initiative.  
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6. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended 

Jen Pavao, a volunteer with PennEnvironment, announced an upcoming workshop - “The Future 

of Solar” to be held July 23 at Haverford College at 6:30 p.m. She is also working to alert 

residents and businesses on PA Power Switch.  

Pevaroff Schuh noted the importance of reaching out to the Commissioners to keep them 

informed of these local events, in addition to the civic associations.  

Burack reported out on an important meeting topic at the Board of Commissioners -- the Islamic 

Foundation in Villanova as it relates to the Stoneleigh issue. He said Stoneleigh was recognized 

for a “sacred” place, one which the Lower Merion School Board decided it would not pursue for 

a new school location.  

Pevaroff Schuh said the school board should be encouraged to stay in constant communication 

with the Commissioners. She said the school board members need to be educated on how 

facilities impact the environment.  

Hays noted the existence of a Northern Chester County Regional Recreation Plan, which seeks to 

coordinate the use of athletic fields between several school districts and municipalities.  

 

7. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• September 25, 2018 – Sustainable Energy Workshop 

8. Assignment to public meetings:  

Tuesday, September 4 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Thursday, September 6 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, September 12 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. MB  

Thursday, September 20 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m.  MH  

Thursday, September 20 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.  

 

*The EAC does not meet in August. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 17 to 

accommodate the Sept. 25 SEW, which falls on the EAC’s normal meeting night. The 9/17 

meeting will begin at 6 p.m.  

 

Hays called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m.  

 

Submitted,  

Mike Hays, Secretary  

 


