
MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 - 7 p.m.  

Caucus Room  

EAC Attendees -  Joe Rudek, Vice chair  

   Mike Hays, Secretary  

Bruce Bayne  

   David Richman  

Staff -    Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner  

Guests -   Jen Pavao  

   Carl Watson  

1. Approval of minutes – April 24 and May 22, 2018 

Both sets of minutes were approved unanimously  

 

2. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series – Fall episode. Suggestion that we highlight 

Rosemont College and Dr. Jeannette Dumas. No discussion since Brian Hoppy heads up the TV 

program  

 

3. Environmental Action Plan (EAP) Implementation 

Hays gave an overview of Education and Outreach activities since the start of 2018. Burack, 

Hoppy and Campisi attended several events, including NarbEarth Day. Hays recorded two PSAs 

(spotted lanternfly and Sustainable PA) and wrote two articles for the Township newsletter 

(recycling tips and solar energy). Two members of the EAC (Rudek and Hays) participated in the 

“Saving Snow” film screening event held at Haverford College. Rudek was a panelist.  

Rudek requested updates in writing from all members for the September meeting. There 

will be no August meeting.  

• EAC Sustainability Workshop Update  

Richman has led the effort to invite speakers and partner organizations to the Sept. 25 

Sustainable Energy Workshop (SEW), which will be held in the Board Room from 6 to 9 p.m. 

He invited members of the EAC to an informal meeting at the Montgomery County Planning 

Commission on June 29 to discuss sustainability efforts in other municipalities (Burack and Hays 

attended with him). 

SEW discussion topics with the Council included recording the workshop in some fashion for 



LMTV and spreading the word in the community to build attendance. A flier has been developed 

for the September Township newsletter. Outreach will also include social media, press releases 

and coordination with the Lower Merion Library System.   

Rudek requested a program outline at the next meeting for review.  

 

4. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review 

A.) Philadelphia Country Club, Spring Mill Road, Gladwyne  

Overview: Waiver of land development requested. Project includes removal of existing pool and 

replacement, resulting in a slight increase in impervious coverage.  

EAC comments: Encourage the planting of more native, locally-adapted plants  

 

B.) 211 Belmont Avenue (at corner of Rock Hill Road in Bala Cynwyd)  

Overview: Tentative sketch plan for an assisted living community of six stories and 96 units. 

Project includes the demolition of existing buildings, which are deteriorated. Gulley Run stream 

passes through the project site encased in an open top concrete “flume.” Impervious coverage 

decreases by approximately 3 percent.  

EAC comments: Bayne and Rudek had questions/comments about potential water quality 

improvements and how they might impact/benefit Gulley Run. What can be done to increase 

dissolved oxygen and improve conditions downstream for the Schuylkill River? Another goal 

should be to minimize petroleum runoff. Big picture, what improvements/actions are planned to 

address the encased waterbody and integrity of the flume?  

 

C.) 501 & 507 Old Lancaster Road (at North Buck Lane in Haverford)  

Overview: This is a revised 4-lot plan, which was reviewed by the Planning Commission. 

Applicant is seeking changes to a driveway, which would result in an increase in impervious 

coverage on Lot 3.  

EAC Comment: Encourage native, locally adapted trees with a larger canopy. A pervious 

sidewalk would help offset the increase in impervious.  

 

5. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any) 

• Stoneleigh - House Bill 2468 was signed by Gov. Wolf to prevent situations like this in the 

future. Islamic Center relief approved at BOC meeting. Discussion on next steps, if any, for 

EAC.  

• Public Service Announcements - Pool care will re-air and Hays is recording the 2019 Go 

for the Green PSA on July 17  



• Energy Conservation Projects Update - No report yet from Provident - maybe September  

• Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update - Draft report was received at Ad 

Hoc Stormwater Committee meeting. Comments provided by EAC.  

• Bamboo Ordinance - BOC has 30 days to respond to the language submitted by EAC 

(Richman).  

• Articles for Township Newsletter – 500 word maximum. Deadline for September issue was 

July 13. Mention of an article to discourage styrofoam use at local businesses, especially for 

takeout food. Rudek will be in touch with Ardmore Initiative.  

 

6. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended - none besides 

Conservancy event (see below)  

Carl Watson reported two developments:  

- On Oct. 1, 2018, Pennsylvania municipalities will begin enforcing 2015 building codes, 

while Philadelphia will jump to 2018. This is a big deal because the 2009 standards are 

being used today.  

- Save the Date: Oct. 25, Illuminate Philadelphia conference 

(www.illuminatephiladelphia.org)  

7. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• Lower Merion Conservancy Sustainability Forum - June 23, 2018. Hoppy attended. Rain 

caused lighter attendance this year.  

 

8. Assignment to public meetings: 

Monday, July 2 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Thursday, July 5 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. BH, MH  

Wednesday, July 11 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. MB  

Wednesday, July 18 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. MH  

Thursday, July 19 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. BH?  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.  

Submitted,  

Mike Hays, Secretary  

http://www.illuminatephiladelphia.org/

