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MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, May 29, 2018 - 7 p.m.  

Caucus Room  

EAC Attendees -  Brian Hoppy, Chair  

   Bruce Bayne  

   Mike Hays, Secretary  

   Mitchell Burack  

   Sara Pevaroff Schuh  

Staff -    Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner  

 

Commissioners -  Andy Gavrin, Environmental Initiatives Committee (EIC), Chair 

   George Manos, EIC member  

Guests -   Phyllis Blumberg 

Jen Pavao 

Carl Watson 

Barry Jeffries  

 

1. Approval of minutes – April 24, 2018 - deferred to June  

2. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series - Summer episode to feature Penn Valley 

Elementary School teachers and students. Commissioner Gavrin will be interviewed about Ad 

Hoc Environmental Initiatives Committee and Environmental Action Plan (EAP).  

In late June or early July, a segment is in the works about the top 8 invasive plants in the 

Township (How to identify and get rid of them).   

 

3. Stoneleigh - This topic was on the agenda due to an announcement from the Lower Merion 

School District that they are looking at the Stoneleigh property and public garden in Villanova 

for the siting of a future middle school and/or athletic fields. Options on the table include 

eminent domain.  

The Lower Merion Conservancy oversees the easement that Natural Lands Trust holds on this 

property according to Brian. A broad public relations campaign is underway on both sides of the 

issue.  
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Members of the EAC and Commissioners Manos and Gavrin discussed the issue for 

approximately 40 minutes. Brian suggested presenting the School Board with sites that LMSD 

should be looking at, instead of just saying ‘no’ to Stoneleigh.  

Sara offered to write a letter on behalf of the EAC opposing the taking of Stoneleigh. 

Commissioner Manos cautioned that it needs to go through the Board of Commissioners for 

approval (EIC). Sara said she wants the LMSD to look at different ways to build schools and the 

environmental implications of “business-as-usual.”  

Commissioner Manos encouraged Sara to send a letter to Commissioner Gavrin. He later 

recommended analyzing the environmental impacts of all proposed sites under consideration.  

Burack points out that the LMSD is not focused on the environment, and they feel whatever they 

do, there will be backlash from the community.  

Gavrin, who represents Ward 6 where Stoneleigh is located, explained some of the constraints 

with the Islamic Center property (one alternative often listed). He noted that up to 300 trees 

would need to be cut down to use the 6.9 acres for athletic fields.  

 

4. Environmental Action Plan (EAP) Implementation Updates - At the next meeting in June, 

all members are expected to present short updates on their section of the EAP.   

 

5. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review - None 

6. Residential and Institutional Development Open Space & Buffer requirements -  

Campisi provided information on this topic, and no action from the EAC was required. Joe 

Rudek, Vice Chair of EAC, lives near the Knox Farm, which is being looked at by the French 

International School of Philadelphia.  

Institutional uses are not subject to the same “open space set-aside” requirements as residential 

developments. No formal applications have been filed with the Township on this property yet.  

 

7. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any) 

• Public Service Announcements - Hays filmed a PSA on Sustainable Pennsylvania, which began 

airing June 1. Pool draining is timely again, so he will ask the studio to rebroadcast. Lawn care 

was discussed as a topic for the Environmental Update show.  

• Energy Conservation Projects - no update   

• Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan - no update  

• Bamboo Ordinance – Attached. Page 3, letter D. Bayne raised a question about Township staff 

coming onto neighboring property owners’ ground. From page 3, section D:  
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If, after 30 days, the recipient of a notice of violation has neither abated the violation as required 

by the notice nor timely contested the notice of violation by the procedure prescribed herein,  the 

Township is hereby authorized to abate the violation by removing the nuisance plants specified 

in the notice of violation from the property of the landowner or from any adjoining property, 

public or private onto which said plants have migrated.  All costs incurred by the Township in 

abating the violation, including but not limited to the costs of notice, removal, restoration, and 

inspection, shall be the responsibility of the respondent-landowner and may be collected as 

provided by law, including the filing of a municipal claim therefore.   

 

The latest draft has been sent to the EIC members and the Township Solicitor has reviewed it.  

 

• Articles for Township Newsletter – Reminder about the 500-word maximum. (August deadline, 

most likely)  

 

• Commercial Greening Subcommittee – Greening Montgomery Avenue between Old Gulph 

Road and Meeting House Road -- No update  

 

8. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended 

Hays noted the announcement of a traffic demand management grant recently announced at a 

BOC meeting. The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) and Greater 

Valley Forge Transportation Management Agency (TMA) are partners.  

 

9. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• Go for the Green Awards – The ceremony held at Appleford was successful and featured a 

good list of award recipients this year. We should film the PSA for 2019’s awards soon and 

perhaps write a newsletter article.  

• Lower Merion Conservancy Sustainability Forum - June 23, 2018 (EAC will have a table)  

• EAC Sustainability Workshop - Sept. 25, 2018 is the tentative date  

 

10. Assignment to Public Meetings: 

June 12 - PennEnvironment in Harrisburg (Philly 2030)  

Monday, June 4 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Thursday, June 7 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. JR or DR  

Wednesday, June 13 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. MB  

Wednesday, June 20 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. MH 
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Thursday, June 21 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Additional discussion item:  

Barry Jeffries, a former EAC member, said an arborist recently cut down the vegetative buffer 

behind his house on Chatham Road (off Lancaster Ave.), including 10 or more shade trees. 

Jeffries added that some were decades old and native species. He presented pictures.  

Jeffries does not think the shopping center will be held accountable in a meaningful way. In this 

case, the owner took action into their own hands and it has impacted his neighbors in a negative 

way.  

His suggestion: Trees over a certain size should need a permit for their removal in buffer areas. 

He said the City of Lancaster has a process in place. Hoppy said it may be time to revisit this part 

of the code. Jeffries will send us the Lancaster ordinance.  

In this particular case in Lower Merion, since a violation of code occurred, the Zoning Officer 

reached out to the shopping center owner to ask how they are going to replace the vegetation.  

 

Adjourned at 8:48 p.m.  

Meeting Minutes recorded by: Mike Hays, Secretary  


