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MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 - 7 p.m.  

Caucus Room 

 

EAC Attendees -   Joe Rudek, Vice Chair  

    Bruce Bayne     

Mitchell Burack  

    David Richman  

Sara Pevaroff Schuh 

Staff -     Andrea Campisi, Lower Merion Township Senior Planner  

Commissioner George Manos, Ward 9  

Public -    Carl Watson  

    Jen Pavao, Sierra Club RF 100 coordinator  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 3/3/2018 - Approved unanimously  

 

SUSTAINABILITY RESOLUTION – Background: M. Hays drafted this renewable energy 

resolution for EAC consideration to promote the Township’s transition to 100% renewable 

(carbon-free) energy by 2030. Comments: 

• D. Richman supports resolution content but is not comfortable with EAC pushing 

policy or passing resolution to force BOC to act on sustainable initiatives. 

• Others support idea of EAC making a position statement generally about 

sustainable initiative 

• Commissioner Manos recommends that we send the resolution to EIC in advance 

of Sustainability Workshop to alert BOC of EAC interests. 

• LMT is Gold Certified by Sustainable Pennsylvania  

 

LOWER MERION TV – EAC feature program series 

• Summer episode will feature Penn Valley Elementary School teachers and students, as 

well as an interview with Commissioner Andy Gavrin 

• Consider interviewing Pat Guinnane from LMSD for a future episode before he retires in 

June 

 

2018 GO FOR THE GREEN NOMINATIONS  

Votes have been tallied and awards to be presented will be: 

• Lifetime Achievement: Mike Stokes 
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• Site Greening: Bruce Gill 

• Educational: Individual: Dr. Dumas, Rosemont College 

  Institution: Greener Partners at Lankenau Hospital 

• Commercial: Mom’s Organic Market 

• Organization: Narberth Civic Association for NarbEarth Day, Tired Hands 

Volunteer Corps  

 

ONGOING AND OLD BUSINESS (QUICK UPDATES, IF ANY) 

• Energy Conservation Projects Update: no news from Township Manager 

• Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update - no update, next milestone 

is June to present draft of the Plan to BOC, A. Campisi to distribute to EAC 

Friday before meeting 

• Bamboo Ordinance — A. Campisi will distribute to Gil High for comments 

• Articles for Township Newsletter — coming out beginning of May, A. Campisi 

will ask for articles for Fall newsletter 

• Commercial Greening Subcommittee — no update 

• Plastic Bag Ban - Consider whether we want to review this for LMT. Is it being 

considered statewide? Any action in Harrisburg? Presentation to EAC by same 

person who presented in 2014 — D. Richman will review legal issues 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR EAC MEMBERS TO REPORT OUT ON MEETINGS 

ATTENDED 

• Burack reported out on status of Aqua expansion project in Bryn Mawr.  

The Sketch Plan was reviewed by MCPC and LMPC and is moving forward with 

a few conditions. The site straddles two different watersheds. 

 

CALENDAR OF EAC EVENTS, 2018 

o Stream Cleanup at Shortridge Memorial Park on 4/14/2018 - well attended by 

residents, Boy Scouts, B. Hoppy & A. Campisi. Trash was cleaned up, Darby 

Creek Valley Association sponsored event, another one will be planned for later 

in year 

o EAC Network Conference on 4/14/2018 - attended by D. Richman, J. Rudek 

and J. Pavao. Some good educational sessions but not geared towards 

environmental professionals, more high school level. Doesn’t seem that many 

municipalities are ahead of LMT with respect to energy usage and emissions. 

Clean Power Evangelists. Lesson learned from Peter Puglionesi at Haverford 

Township - their Community Center is Silver LEED certified and now the 

systems aren’t working. Overall this type of conference is more useful at a very 

local level. 

▪ Action Item: J. Rudek will connect with P. Puglionesi at Haverford 

Township 

o Go for the Green Awards on 5/17/2018 - A. Campisi getting alternate presenter 

since Joe Manko is unavailable 

o NarbEarth Day on 4/21/2018 - M. Burack indicated this was successful event. 

Our rain barrel received a lot of attention from residents and interest. Previously, 

LMT purchased rain barrels from Orbis in Canada but they cracked, now LMT is 
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getting barrels from Phoenixville company that are recycled/retrofitted olive 

barrels  

o Presentation of EAP to BOC on 4/25/2018 - starts at 6 p.m., public is welcome 

to attend presentation 

o Public Hearing on New Ordinance on 5/16/2018 – regarding changing the 

Public Parking Space Requirement for new developments 

o Lower Merion Conservancy Sustainability Fair on 6/23/2018 at West Laurel 

Hill Cemetery. There will be a range of vendors with sustainable products, along 

with non-profits, such as Sierra Club. 

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW 

• The Goddard School, 134 Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bala Cynwyd – EAC comments: need to 

add a few native canopy trees to playground area 

• Second Stage Plan: 6 Old Gulph Road – EAC comments: Planting Plan should not 

contain any non-native plants or any cultivars of native plants. See these links for more 

info: 

http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/LandscapingwithNativePlants/Pages/de

fault.aspx; http://www.iconservepa.org/plantsmart/plantsdatabase/index.htm EAC also 

recommends removing stakes from planting details. Strongly recommend that 

mycorrhizae be used during planting installation to improve soil health. Suggest root 

zone feeder packs, which are available from 

http://www.organicmechanicsoil.com/products-catalog-organic-potting-soil.html or 

similar. 

• Preliminary Subdivision Plan: 501-507 Old Lancaster Road, Haverford – remove non-

natives from planting list, reduce impervious, move garage if possible and relocate 

stormwater basin to help protect trees 

• Second Stage Plan: 1331 Clubhouse Road, Gladwyne - reduce impervious, remove non-

natives from planting list that haven’t already been installed 

 

ASSIGNMENT TO PUBLIC MEETINGS: 

May 3: Land Development Committee 

May 7: Planning Commission  

May 9: B&P Committee 

May 16: BOC / MH 

May 17: Land Development Committee / SPS 

 

 

Next EAC meeting is May 22nd at 7 p.m.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sara Pevaroff Schuh 

http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/LandscapingwithNativePlants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/LandscapingwithNativePlants/Pages/default.aspx
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