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MEETING MINUTES  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP  

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 - 7 p.m.  

Board Room 

 

EAC Attendees -   Brian Hoppy, Chair  

    Joe Rudek, Vice Chair  

    Mike Hays, Secretary  

    Mitchell Burack  

    David Richman  

Staff -     Andrea Campisi, Lower Merion Senior Planner  

Commissioner George Manos  

Public -    Carl Watson  

    Jen Pavao, Sierra Club RF 100 coordinator  

 

1. Approval of minutes – February 27, 2018 - Approved unanimously  

 

2. Sustainability Resolution 

M. Hays drafted a resolution for the EAC’s consideration on renewable energy. As originally 

proposed, it is a resolution for the EAC to endorse the Township’s transition to 100 percent 

renewable (carbon-free) energy by the year 2030.  

Several members suggested that it would be more appropriate for the Commissioners to consider 

such a resolution, and by forwarding it to the full Board, the EAC would be endorsing the 

resolution.  

However, B. Hoppy wants to hold off on sending the resolution to the Commissioners until a 

sustainability workshop is held later this year (likely in the autumn). There was concern about 

rushing the resolution, especially while the Commissioners are reviewing a full rewrite of the 

Zoning Code. The EAC will be presenting its 5-year Environmental Action Plan to the Board on 

April 25, 2018 and sustainability is a portion of the plan.  

Consensus was reached by both EAC members and Commissioner Manos on keeping the 

resolution as a working document and editing over time. It will also shape how we approach the 

sustainability workshop. Possible co-facilitators include Provident Energy, Lower Merion 

Conservancy and Montgomery County Planning Commission.  
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M. Burrack, D. Richman, S. Pevaroff Schuh and A. Campisi will help design the format for this 

workshop.  

 

3. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series 

• Spring episode recorded. Friends Central School and Haverford College Sustainability Program 

• Summer episode. Need to identify school. Commissioner Andy Gavrin interview on EIC and 

EAP 

 

4. Status of 2018 Go for the Green Nominations -  

The deadline for submissions was extended to March 29. A. Campisi would like to send all 

nominees to the EAC for a vote prior to the scheduled April 24 meeting so that winners could 

receive more than 30 days’ notice before the ceremony, which is scheduled for May 17 at 

Appleford. 

 

5. City Avenue Zoning District – Nonconforming impervious surface 

Brief discussion on this district. If a builder alters or rehabilitates the floor area of an existing 

building above 10 percent, then they need to comply with current impervious surface 

requirements. DPZ, the Township’s zoning consultant for the rewrite of the Zoning Code, has 

been briefed on this topic. Possible amendments or changes have been discussed by Township 

staff and the commissioners.  

 

6. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Review 

A.) Tentative Sketch Plan, 9 Presidential Boulevard, Bala Cynwyd  

Overview: The applicant proposes to tear down the existing office building and construct a 4-

story mixed use building containing 174 apartment units with ground floor retail over structured 

parking.  

EAC Comment: None  

 

B.) Preliminary Subdivision Plan, 314 River Road, Gladwyne 

Overview: The applicant proposes to subdivide one lot into two lots and construct two new 

homes. A home on the adjacent lot is also proposed to be razed and a new home built. Relief 

from the Subdivision and Land Development Code is being sought because the depth of the new 

lots is more than 2.5 times their width.  

EAC Comment: Recommend building one home not two (due to relief sought). The EAC does 
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not support development in that location and recommends keeping the house far away from the 

floodway. Sidewalk installation is recommended.  

 

7. Ongoing and Old Business (Quick Updates, if any) 

• Public Service Announcements – Go for the Green has been recorded by B. Hoppy and is 

airing on LMTV 

• Saving Snow screening, March 4, 2018 – See update under “Report Out” below  

• Energy Conservation Projects Update - Discussed approximate timeline of Provident’s work 

for the Township  

• Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update - Brief update from B. Hoppy  

• Bamboo Ordinance –  D. Richman wrote a memo and new bamboo ordinance, which were 

provided to the EAC prior to the meeting. It will be sent to the Commissioners who comprise the 

EIC (Environmental Initiatives Committee) for their review.  

• Articles for Township Newsletter - Seeking new articles  

 

8. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended 

M. Burrack attended a Land Development Committee meeting. One topic on the agenda was 

KFC in Bala Cynwyd, which had sustained building damage. The applicant was applying for a 

new drive-thru window (new code does not allow). He also attended the February Planning 

Commission meeting.  

J. Rudek was a guest panelist at the film screening ‘Saving Snow’ at Haverford College.  

M. Hays reported on a Ward 4, Ardmore Civic Association meeting where a presentation was 

made by developer Cornerstone Tracy. It is a mixed concept plan for 349-355 W. Lancaster Ave. 

(across from the former Saxby’s coffee).  

 

9. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• Stream Clean Up – April 14, 2018, 9 a.m., Shortridge Memorial Park 

• EAC Network Conference – April 14, 2018 – D. Richman and J. Rudek attended  

• April 25, 2018 Building & Planning Committee meeting presentation of the 2018-2022 

Environmental Action Plan (EAP) 

• Go for the Green Awards – May 17, 2018 

• NarbEarth Day, April 21, 2018 – M. Burack is looking for ideas on literature and things to pass 

out at the EAC table  

• Lower Merion Conservancy Sustainability Forum - June 23, 2018 
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10. Assignment to public meetings: 

Monday, April 2: Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.  

Thursday, April 5: Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. B.H.  

Wednesday, April: 11 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. M.B.  

Wednesday, April: 18 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. M.H.  

Thursday, April 19: Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. J.R.  

 

Next EAC meeting is April 24, 2018 at 7 p.m.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mike Hays, Secretary  


