
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

HEALTH COMMITTEE Monday, November 19, 2018
6:45 PM (Approximately) 

Chairperson: Michael F. McKeon
Vice Chairperson: Rick Churchill, Cheryl B. Gelber

 AGENDA

1. AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED ORDINANCE – CHAPTER 90,
HEALTH AND SANITATION - REGULATION OF MICROBLADING

a

a
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM:  AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED ORDINANCE – CHAPTER 90,
HEALTH AND SANITATION - REGULATION OF MICROBLADING

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners authorizing the Township Secretary to advertise
notice of intent to adopt an Ordinance to amend the Code of the Township of Lower Merion Chapter 90,
Health And Sanitation, Article II, Tattooing and Body Piercing, Section 90-4.1, Definitions, to define
Microblading as a form of Tattooing and to require practitioners who engage in microblading to be certified by
the Society of Permanent Cosmetic Professionals.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type
Proposed Ordinance Ordinance

Issue Briefing Issue Briefing
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AN ORDINANCE 

 

NO. ___________ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE To Amend The Code Of The Township Of 

Lower Merion Chapter 90, Health And Sanitation, Article II, 

Tattooing and Body Piercing, Section 90-4.1, Definitions, To 

Define Microblading As A Form Of Tattooing And To Require 

Practitioners Who Engage In Microblading To Be Certified By 

The Society Of Permanent Cosmetic Professionals, effective 

January 1, 2020.  

 

 

 The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion hereby ordains: 

 

Section 1.  The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 90, Health and 

Sanitation, Article II, Tattooing and Body Piercing, §90-4.2, Definitions, the definition of Tattoo 

or Tattooing shall be amended to provide as follows: 

 

 

Article II.  Tattooing and Body Piercing 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

§ 90-4.2. Definitions. 

 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

TATTOO or TATTOOING -- To mark or color the skin by pricking or by subcutaneous 

introduction of nontoxic dyes or pigments so as to form indelible marks or figures or by 

production of scars.  This definition includes microblading, a process by which pigment 

is inserted into the skin for cosmetic purposes, also known as “permanent makeup,” or 

“semi-permanent makeup.”  

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Section 2.  The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 90, Health and 

Sanitation, Article II, Tattooing and Body Piercing, §90-4.2, Definitions, the definition of Tattoo 

or Tattooing shall be amended to provide as follows: 

 

Article II.  Tattooing and Body Piercing 
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* * * * * * * 

 

§ 90-4.6. Regulations for operation. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

G. All practitioners will be required to attend a training program to assure 

basic knowledge of sterile technique and universal precautions.  Verification of 

completion of the training program must be provided to the Health Officer prior 

to licensing.  Any practitioner engaging in microblading must have and maintain 

CPCP (Certified Permanent Cosmetic Professional) certification from the Society 

of Permanent Cosmetic Professionals, effective January 1, 2020.  

 

* * * * * * * 

   

 Section 3.   Nothing in this Ordinance or in the Code of the Township of Lower 

Merion, as hereby amended, shall be construed to affect any suit or proceedings in any Court, 

any rights acquired or liability incurred, any permit issued, or any cause or causes of action 

existing prior to the adoption of this amendment. 

 

 Section 4.   The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, 

sentence, clause, part, or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of this court shall not affect or impair the 

remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this ordinance.  It is hereby 

declared to be the intent of the Board that this ordinance would have been adopted if such illegal, 

invalid, or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part, or provision had not been included 

herein. 

 

 Section 5.  This Ordinance shall take affect and be in force from and after its approval as 

required by law. 

 

 Approved by the Board this __ day of __, 2018. 

 

 

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

  TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Daniel S. Bernheim, President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Jody L. Kelley, Secretary 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION 

Health Committee 

 

Issue Briefing 

 

Topic: Regulation of “Microblading” 

Prepared By:  Thomas J. Walsh, Public Information Officer 

Date:   November 19, 2018 

 

I. Action To Be Considered By The Board: 

Authorize the Township Secretary to advertise notice of intent to adopt an ordinance 

amending the Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 90, Health and 

Sanitation, by adding language to the regulation of retail establishments offering 

tattoos to also regulate establishments that offer microblading.  

II. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration: 

The Health Advisory Council has drafted amendment language regarding the 

cosmetic practice of microblading, also known as “permanent” or “semi-permanent” 

makeup, to be added to the existing Township Code regarding tattoos. 

III. Current Policy Or Practice (If Applicable): 

N/A 

IV. Other Relevant Background Information: 

The Health Advisory Council drafted and unanimously approved the language, which 

was reviewed by the Township Solicitor, stating that the definition of tattooing 

“includes microblading, a process by which pigment is inserted into the skin for 

cosmetic purposes, also known as ‘permanent makeup,’ or ‘semi-permanent 

makeup.’” The additional language further advises that “any practitioner engaging in 

microblading must have and maintain CPCP (Certified Permanent Cosmetic 

Professional) certification from the Society of Permanent Cosmetic Professionals.” If 

adopted, a letter will be sent to all Township businesses which offer microblading, 

advising them of the amended regulation, with a deadline for compliance of January 

1, 2020.  

V. Impact On Township Finances: 

N/A 

 

VI. Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends authorizing the advertisement of this proposed ordinance.  
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