MEETING MINUTES

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP
Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Caucus Room
7:30 PM -10:05 PM

EAC Attendees: Brian Hoppy — Chair

Staff:

Other:

Joe Rudek — Co-Chair
Bruce Bayne, Mitchel Burrack, David Richman, Sara Pevaroff
Schuh

Andrea Campisi — Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner
George Manos — LMT Commissioner

Carl Watson — Resident
Phyllis Blumberg — Resident
Beth Yount — Resident

Approval of Minutes: January 23, 2018
The minutes were approved.

Lower Merion TV — EAC feature program series
e Spring episode — School program with Friends Central School to discuss their
environmental programs
o Need 2" half

= Thoughts; radon, indoor air pollutions/quality, pool maintenance

* Need someone to present

= Announcements of Energy Audit contractor hired and review what

they are tasked to do

Articles for Township Newsletter — Ongoing — Deadline for Spring Issue —
March 2, 2018

J. Rudek and M. Burrack prepared articles on “Why Regulate Stormwater”

Next article for the fall? Deadline to be checked. Possibly do that on EAP

Old Business (Brief Updates)

e Public Service Announcements
o Spotted Lantern Fly — recently completed
o LMT recently became a Sustainable Pennsylvania, Gold Certified

Community. Second Highest Standard — B. Hoppy

e Bamboo Ordinance
o D. Richman prepared another revision based on comments received.
o Discussion of revisions and actions




o D. Richman suggests that he prepare a summary memorandum to
explain the changes to the EIC/BOC

o To be sent to the LMT Solicitor to request language revision/if
needed

o Following that, it will be sent back to the EIC

Commercial Greening Subcommittee — Greening Montgomery Avenue
between Old Gulph and Levering Mill Roads

o Presented to Penn Valley Civic. Communications started across
borders with Narberth.
o Looking to establish a working committee to work with LMT

5. Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended

e February 15, 2018 LDC Meeting attended by J. Rudek
o Bala House Montessori School — landscape plan and impervious cover

Evolves into a discussion of grandfathered impervious cover that
exceeds current zoning.

J. Rudek raised the point to see if there is a mechanism that could be
used to reduce the excess cover rather than just allowing variance and
grandfathering to continue when new development arises.

This may be something to raise with the Township Solicitor

Avre there incentives to developers to reduce impervious cover? — no

A good topic for the new zoning code overhaul

Zoning workshop on Thursday, March 1

River Road two-lot subdivision within the floodway fringe of the Schuylkill
River. Development needs to be at least two feet above the base flood
elevation.

e B. Hoppy, J. Rudek, M. Hays, D. Richman and A. Campisi attended a meeting
on 2/27/2018 with the Ad Hoc Environmental Initiatives Committee to review
the Environmental Action Plan (EAP)

Commissioner Gavrin provided positive feedback and simplified.

o

Grouped initiatives

Suggested providing an Executive Summary and explanation of plan

Add a table of new or actions that have not been fully implemented

Top five priorities

Sustainability, stormwater, open space funding source, restoration of

open space areas

The group reviewed the plan and discussed priorities. Led to some

revisions and a plan to propose holding a Sustainability Workshop

including leaders in the community (e.g., West Laurel Hill Cemetery)

to develop the ideas more

e Opportunity to develop a substantive case for sustainability that
could then be presented to the BOC

e Engage many from community to participate and get their viewpoint
with the chance to show the importance of the topic to the
community that could then be taken back to the BOC




e Engagement/participation by sustainability  officers from
corporations, possibly the City of Philadelphia, consultants and
institutions leading to understanding of presenting to BOC a
sophisticated argument for a Sustainability Officer in the Township

e Beth Yount worked with Cheltenham Twp. To develop a
Sustainability Plan
o Larger initial meeting to present concept followed by breakout

of focus groups that worked over two years to develop the plan
with periodic input/engagement by others

e Need to schedule workshop hopefully before the end of June and
publicize

= Second effort was discussed on funds for open space and why it is
needed. Developing a framework to hold the discussion by having the

EAC meet with Lower Merion Conservancy (LMC) and others to show

the benefits, challenges, issues associated with obtaining funding for

open space. ldea is to develop the discussion, so the EIC/BOC can be
more informed and “receive”.

= LMC sponsoring a sustainability forum at West Laurel Hill on Saturday,
June 23, 2018

6. Energy Conservation Projects/RFQ Update
J. Rudek, M. Hays and D. Richman reviewed qualifications for this project.
Provident Energy was selected with Foster Jacobson and Johnson as a
subconsultant.
Second choice was Diane Herron from Practical Energy Solutions.
Contract awarded this week.
Someone asked if they will do what a sustainability office would do? D. Richman
responded to a degree i.e. their work will set the baseline for LMT, but additional
work will be needed in later years to follow up analysis.
Setting environmental goals and priorities.

7. Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update
A. Campisi stated the consultant team from Wood presented a draft plan.
Wood tasked to come back with detail on green stormwater infrastructure.
J. Rudek and M. Burrack have comments they are compiling to submit to consultant
team.

8. Saving Snow screening, March 4, 2018
J. Rudek will attend this screening that is being presented by the Sierra Club 100
initiative as an EAC representative and as an Environmental Defense Fund
scientist. Will also participate on a panel discussion.
Methane emissions and other GHG expertise

9. Subdivision/Land Development Plans

762 W. Lancaster Avenue, Bryn Mawr, Aqua, Tentative Sketch Plan
Highlights:




Purchased two properties

Demolition of two existing buildings

Adding a large underground stormwater basin

Expanding width of sidewalk for community benefits
e Adding street trees and landscaping

EAC Recommendations:

e Consider adding an educational component to highlight green
infrastructure features

325 W. Montgomery Avenue, Haverford, Merion Cricket Club, Preliminary
Plan
Highlights:
e Demolition of 8 out of 12 homes
e Received special exception
e Received conditional use to exceed impervious cover requirements which
is allowable for historic buildings (3% increase)
e Parking lots, pool, tennis courts, and support buildings proposed
EAC Recommendations:
e Revisit planting plan to remove arborvitae and consider adding other
trees to provide canopy/shade on parking areas

10. 2018 Calendar of EAC Events

March 7, 2018 Building & Planning Committee Agenda presentation of the
following: B. Hoppy
o 2018-2022 Environmental Action Plan Update
o 2017 EAC Annual Report Update
Go for the Green Awards — May 17, 2018, deadline to submit nominations March
23,2018
Stream Clean Up — April 14, 2018, 9 a.m., Shortridge Memorial Park
EAC Network Conference — April 14, 2018
NarbEarth Day, April 21, 2018

11. Assignment to Public Meetings:

Thursday, March 1 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Monday, March 5 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m. M.B.
Wednesday, March 14 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 15 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. J.R.
Wednesday, March 21 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. M.H
Tuesday, March 27 EAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

10:05 PM — Meeting Adjourned
Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne



