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EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATION 
 
POLICY 

 
Vehicular pursuit or the emergency operation of police vehicles presents a danger to 
the lives of the public, officers, and suspects involved in the pursuit.  It is the policy of 
this Department to protect all persons' lives, to the extent possible, when enforcing the 
law. In addition, it is the responsibility of the Department to assist officers in the safe 
performance of their duties.  To effect these obligations, it shall be the policy of the 
Department to narrowly regulate the manner in which vehicular pursuit and emergency 
operation of the police vehicle is undertaken and performed and in compliance with the 
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code (75 Pa. C.S.A. 6341-6345). 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 
A. Commission - The Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training 

Commission established under the act of June 18, 1974 (P.L.359, No. 120). 
 
B. Emergency Operation - The use of a Police Department vehicle to respond 

to emergency calls or situations, including, but not limited to; medical 
emergencies, fires and crimes in progress. 

 
C. Vehicle Pursuit - An active attempt by a police officer operating a motor vehicle 

to apprehend one or more occupants of a vehicle when the driver of the vehicle is 
resisting the apprehension by maintaining or increasing his speed or by ignoring 
the police officer's audible or visual signal to stop. 

 
D. Preemption - A system that allows for specifically equipped marked 

emergency response vehicles to gain priority control of an equipped signalized 
intersection. 
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E. Fail-Safe Light - A spotlight mounted on the mast arm that illuminates once control 

of the intersection is gained for the approaching direction of travel only. 
 
F. Primary Pursuit Unit - The police unit which initiated a pursuit, or that unit which 

assumes the position of being the first police vehicle behind the fleeing suspect. 
 
G. Secondary Unit - Any police unit which becomes involved as a backup to the 

primary unit and follows the primary unit at a safe distance. 
 
H. Supervisor - A police officer, who by virtue of rank or assignment, is responsible for 

the direction or supervision of the activities of other police officers. 
 
I. Roadblock - A restriction, obstruction or impediment used or intended for the 

purpose of preventing the free movement of vehicles on a roadway. 
 
PROCEDURE 

 
A. When officers of the Department are involved in any situation that would require 

exceeding the posted speed limit or responding to emergencies, officers will operate 
their assigned vehicle and emergency equipment consistent with the requirements of 
the Vehicle Code, Title 75 PA. C. S. 3105 (Drivers of Emergency Vehicles), Lower 
Merion Township Police Department Policies and all Township Codes. 
(CALEA 41.2.1 d)  (PLEAC 2.1.1) 

 
B. All officers must recognize that each individual response to a call, emergency 

response and vehicle pursuit has its own unique aspects.  In all instances the use 
of emergency equipment, including preemption, should be considered a request for 
the right-of-way, not a demand or an assurance of right-of-way.  While the vehicle 
code requires other operators to relinquish the right-of-way to emergency vehicles, 
both experience and training shows that this condition cannot be assumed.  It is 
each officer's responsibility to utilize their training, experience and best judgment 
and to apply them directly to the existing circumstances, keeping in mind state laws 
and the policies of the Department. 

 
RESPONSE TO CALLS  (CALEA 41.2.1 c)  (PLEAC 2.1.1) 

 
1. SERVICE CALLS - Officers responding to miscellaneous service calls will utilize 

the normal traffic flow, obeying all traffic patterns, signs and signals.   
(CALEA 41.2.1 a) 

 
2. ALARM CALLS - The following procedures shall be followed when responding to 

alarm calls: 
 

a. The majority of alarms are false alarms or malfunctions and do not present a 
threat to life or property.  Officers shall respond in a manner exercising 
reasonable care for the safety of themselves and all other persons, always 
keeping in mind that a felony may be in progress. 
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b. Exception - If the Department receives reliable information that an alarm is 
bona fide, and a robbery, assault, burglary or fire is in progress, responding 
officers are to respond using the guidelines utilized for emergency operation. 

 
3. EMERGENCY OPERATION - Officers involved in the emergency operation of a 

police vehicle will utilize visual and audible equipment in continuous operation 
mode unless exigent circumstances require otherwise.  (CALEA 41.2.1 b, d) 

 
a. When responding to emergencies, officers may proceed through intersections 

controlled by red signals and stop signs after ascertaining that the police 
vehicle will be given the right-of-way. 

 
b. The Preemption Emitter is activated only when “Mode 3” is selected on the 

emergency light control panel.  Once the emitter captures the signal from the 
approaching police vehicle, the signal controller will begin the process of 
clearing the intersection by adjusting the signal cycle to clear any vehicles or 
pedestrians already within the intersection.  The overhead fail-safe light, 
adjacent to the signal head, will activate when the approaching police vehicle 
has control of the intersection giving it priority green only in this direction of 
travel. 

 
c. Officers may exceed the maximum speed limits so long as the driver does not 

endanger life or property and drives with due regard for the safety of all 
persons. 

 
d. Officers may disregard parking regulations, keeping in mind the necessity to 

provide access for additional emergency personnel and to limit undue traffic 
impediment, when reasonably possible. 

 
4. Escorts - Officers shall not provide emergency escorts to civilian vehicles.  If the 

emergency is of a medical nature, an ambulance will be summoned.  (CALEA 
61.3.3 a) 

 
a. Escorts of emergency vehicles and funeral processions shall, in most cases, 

not be done by officers.  However, traffic control to assist the emergency 
vehicle or funeral may be done, if time and manpower permit, and permission 
is obtained.  (CALEA 61.3.3 b) 

 
b. Special circumstances may make it necessary for emergency vehicles, 

oversized vehicles, or funerals to be escorted, and this may be done only with 
the permission of the Superintendent of Police, or his/her designee. 

 
VEHICLE PURSUIT 

 
1. In deciding to initiate a pursuit of a fleeing suspect, an officer must reasonably 

determine, under all circumstances, that the need for an immediate apprehension 
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outweighs the danger to the public created by the pursuit itself.  The officer must 
keep in mind that such activity subjects members of the public, the officer and the 
suspect to the increased possibility of severe bodily injury or death. 
(CALEA 41.2.2 a)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 a) 

 
2. Officers of the Department shall not engage in vehicle pursuit within or outside 

the Township for summary violations of the Vehicle Code or the Crimes Code.  
A vehicle pursuit is justified and permitted only when the officer knows, or has 
reason to believe that:  (CALEA 41.2.2 b) 

 
a. The suspect exhibits the intention to avoid arrest by using a vehicle to flee 

apprehension for an alleged felony or misdemeanor that would normally 
require a full custody arrest; 

 
b. The suspect operating the vehicle refuses to stop at the direction of the 

officer; and 
 

c. The suspect, if allowed to flee, would present a danger to human life or cause 
serious injury. 

 
3. The pursuing officer shall consider the following factors in determining whether to 

initiate pursuit: 
 

a. The performance capabilities of the pursuit vehicle; 
 

b. The condition of the road surface upon which the pursuit is being conducted; 
 

c. The amount of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area; and 
 

d. Weather conditions. 
 
A. INITIATION OF PURSUIT 

 
1. The responsibility for the decision to initiate a pursuit rests with the individual 

officer.  The officer initiating pursuit becomes the primary pursuit unit and shall, in 
all cases, immediately activate all emergency lights in the primary mode and 
utilize the audible devices.  The officer shall broadcast via radio, as soon as is 
reasonably possible, the following information;  (CALEA 41.2.2 b)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 
b, e) 

 
a. Unit identification; 

 
b. Location, speed and direction of travel of the fleeing vehicle; 

 
c. Description and license number, if known, of the fleeing vehicle; 
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d. Number of occupants in the fleeing vehicle, and descriptions, where possible; 

and 
 

e. Reasons supporting the decision (i.e. crime committed) to pursue. 
 

2. Failure by the primary pursuit unit to provide the above information to 
communications will result in the immediate termination of the pursuit by a field 
supervisor. 

 
3. Any primary or secondary unit sustaining damages to or failure of essential 

vehicular equipment during pursuit shall not be permitted to continue in the 
pursuit. 

 
4. Secondary Unit - The secondary unit shall be the "communication vehicle."  

(CALEA 41.2.2 c)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 f) 
 

a. That officer shall broadcast the location, speed and direction of the pursuit 
and areas being approached as frequently as safety permits. 

 
b. The secondary unit officer has the authority to order the pursuit terminated. 

 
c. The primary pursuit unit shall terminate pursuit upon the order of the 

secondary unit officer.  The primary pursuit officer shall follow the direction 
of the secondary unit officer regardless of the ranks of the officers involved. 

 
B. COMMUNICATIONS CENTER RESPONSIBILITIES  (CALEA 41.2.2 e)  (PLEAC 

4.2.1 c) 
 

1. Lower Merion Communications personnel shall carry out the following activities 
and responsibilities during the pursuit: 

 
a. Monitor and assist where needed, obtaining criminal record and vehicle 

checks of the suspects, where possible. 
 

C. FIELD SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES  (CALEA 41.2.2 f)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 d) 
 

1. Upon notification that a vehicular pursuit incident is in progress, the field 
supervisor shall assume responsibility for the monitoring and control of the 
pursuit as it progresses. 

 
2. The field supervisor shall continually review the incoming information to 

determine whether the pursuit should be continued or terminated. 
 

3. In controlling the pursuit and determining whether or not to permit its 
continuation, the supervisor shall consider: 

 
a. Time of day; 
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b. Weather and road conditions; 
 

c. Location and speeds of the pursuit; 
 

d. Volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic; and 
 

e. Seriousness of the offense for which apprehension is sought. 
 

4. The field supervisor may approve and assign additional units to assist the 
primary and secondary unit based on an analysis of the nature of the offense, 
number of suspects involved, and number of officers required to effect the 
arrest.  At no time are additionally assigned personnel to become involved in the 
actual pursuit (refer to pursuit tactics). 

 
D. PURSUIT TACTICS 

 
1. Pursuits shall be limited to the primary and secondary units only.  No more than 

two (2) police vehicles shall become actively involved in a pursuit unless 
specifically directed by a supervisor.  No officer is to follow the pursuit on parallel 
streets. 

 
2. An unmarked vehicle shall not participate in a vehicular pursuit unless it is 

equipped with an emergency light and an audible siren.  Unmarked vehicles 
involved in a pursuit shall relinquish primary unit status immediately upon the 
participation of a marked vehicle.  (CALEA 41.2.2 d)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 f) 

 
3. Police Tahoes, Expeditions, police multi-purpose vehicle (MPV) and Police 

Motorcycles are not to be used for high speed vehicle pursuits due to their 
reduced maneuverability and increased stopping distance.  (CALEA 41.2.2 d)  
(PLEAC 4.2.1 f) 

 
4. Departmental policy pertaining to use of force shall be adhered to during the 

pursuit. 
 

5. To diminish the likelihood of a pursuit, officers intending to stop a vehicle for any 
violation of the law shall, when possible, close the distance between the two 
vehicles prior to activating emergency lights and an audible device. 

 
6. During the course of the vehicular pursuit, pursuing officers shall not attempt to 

parallel, overtake or pass the violator's moving vehicle, or proceed in the wrong 
direction on a limited access highway. 

 
7.  Upon approaching an intersection controlled by a traffic sign or signal, or any 

other location at which there is a substantially increased likelihood of collision, 
the officer shall reduce the vehicle's speed and control the vehicle to avoid 
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a collision with another vehicle or a pedestrian.  The officer shall ascertain that 
the police vehicle will be given the right-of-way before proceeding. 

 
8.  Roadblocks or heading off a violator's moving vehicle is prohibited.  Boxing-in 

is permitted only under extraordinary circumstances.  (CALEA 41.2.3 a)  
(PLEAC 4.2.1 g, 4.2.2).  This tactic substantially increases the risk inherent in 
the pursuit and shall only be employed:  (CALEA 41.2.3 b) 

 
a. With the approval of a supervisor; or  (CALEA 41.2.3 d) 

 
b. In response to an imminent threat to the safety of the public or a police officer; 

and 
 

c. At low speeds. 
 

9.  Officers involved in a pursuit shall not fire any firearm at or from a moving 
vehicle. 

 
10.Officers involved in a pursuit shall not engage in any vehicle contact action 

except as a last resort to prevent imminent death or serious injury to the officer or 
another person.  (CALEA 41.2.3 a)  (PLEAC 4.2.2). These tactics shall only be 
employed: 

 
a. At low speed; and 

 
b. With the approval of a supervisor; or  (CALEA 41.2.3 d) 

 
c. In response to an imminent threat to the safety of the public or a police officer, 

and 
 

d. Deadly force would otherwise be justified. 
 

11.Pursuing vehicles are to maintain at least a four (4) second following distance 
behind the vehicle being pursued. 

 
E. TERMINATION OF PURSUIT  (CALEA 41.2.2 g)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 i) 

 
1. Pursuit may be terminated by the primary pursuit unit, the secondary unit, a field 

supervisor, or any command level officer.  Officers involved in a pursuit shall 
terminate a pursuit if instructed to do so by any of the above. 

 
2. Pursuit shall be immediately terminated in any of the following circumstances: 

 
a. Weather or traffic conditions substantially increase the danger of pursuit 

beyond the value of apprehending the suspect; 
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b. The distance between the pursuit and the fleeing vehicle is so great that the 

pursuit is futile; or 
 

c. The danger posed to the public, the officer(s) or the suspect(s) by continued 
pursuit is greater than the value of apprehending the suspect(s). 

 
3. Upon being notified to end a pursuit, Officers shall immediately terminate the 

pursuit and give their location and mileage. 
 
F. INTERJURISDICTIONAL PURSUITS  (CALEA 41.2.2 h)  (PLEAC 4.2.1 h) 

 
1. The pursuing officer shall notify communications when it is likely that a pursuit 

will continue into a neighboring jurisdiction. 
 

2. Officers shall not join pursuits initiated by outside agencies unless authorized to 
do so by a field supervisor.  If so authorized, all departmental pursuit policies are 
in effect. 

 
G. RECORDING PURSUITS  (PLEAC 4.2.3) 

 
1. All vehicular pursuits are to be reported on the Pennsylvania Police Pursuit 

Reporting Form (PA Pursuit Report).  The primary unit operator shall 
complete this form.  If unavailable to complete this form, this form shall be 
completed by the primary unit officer's supervisor.  (CALEA 41.2.2 i) 

 
2. All pursuits require the initiation of an incident record, if one has not already been 

initiated for an incident that has led to the pursuit.  All pursuit incidents are to be 
coded with department incident code number 4478.  This code would be a 
secondary code in a majority of pursuit incidents. 

 
3. All PA Pursuit Reports are to be reviewed and signed by a field supervisor.  

(CALEA 41.2.2 i) 
 
4. The Auxiliary Services Commander is to ensure that all information recorded on 

the original PA Pursuit Report is electronically forwarded to the Pennsylvania 
Police Pursuit Reporting System (PPRS) at http://ucr.psp.state.pa.us within 
thirty (30) days of the pursuit.  Copies of each form are to be retained in 
Department files.  (PLEAC 4.2.1j) 

 
5. In compliance with Title 75, Chapter 63, Subchapter C, this policy "shall be 

confidential and shall not be made available to the general public." 
 
6. It shall be the responsibility of unit supervisors to ensure compliance with this 

policy. 
 
 

http://ucr.psp.state.pa.us/
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H. PURSUIT REVIEW PROCESS 

 
1. All pursuit incidents will be reviewed by the officer’s immediate supervisor.  The 

supervisor will complete a Pursuit Review Form (OPR- 13). This form, along 
with copies of the associated PA Pursuit Report, ALERT report, and MVR 
footage will be submitted through the Chain of Command to the Operations 
Division Commander. 

 
2. The following dispositions are to be utilized on the Pursuit Review Form: 

 
a. Appropriate – Overall, the need for immediate apprehension outweighed the 

danger created by the pursuit. 
 

b. Inappropriate – Overall, or at times, the danger created by the pursuit was 
too great and outweighed the need for immediate apprehension.  Deviations 
from policy were significant and likely require further personnel action and / or 
training. 

 
3. The Operations Division Commander will forward the file to the Staff Services 

Division for processing and filing.  Complete copies shall be forwarded to the 
Superintendent of Police and the Traffic Safety Unit Commander. 

 
I. ANNUAL REVIEW 

 
1. It shall be the responsibility of the Traffic Safety Supervisor to submit an 

annual analysis of pursuit reports to the Superintendent of Police; 
detailing the Department’s involvement in pursuits.  The analysis will 
include a review of policy and reporting procedures.  (CALEA 41.2.2 l, 
m)  (PLEAC 4.2.3) 

 
TIRE DEFLATION DEVICES - For the purpose of this policy, “Stop Stick” shall be 

synonymous with Tire Deflation Device. 
 
A. Tire deflation devices may be used to slow or stop a vehicle whose operator has 

displayed a clear intention to attempt to elude law enforcement officers engaged in a 
lawful attempt to stop the vehicle.  (CALEA 41.2.3a)  (PLEAC 4.2.2) 

 
B. Conditions and procedures described under the VEHICLE PURSUIT section of this 

policy must be met prior to the deployment of any tire deflation device.  Only those 
officers trained in the use of Stop Sticks are authorized to deploy them. 

 
C. Deployment  (CALEA 41.2.3b) 

 
Upon learning of a pursuit and determining that they are in a position to intercept it, a 
deploying officer shall attempt to obtain approval for deployment from a field 
supervisor and then: 
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a. Broadcast your location and intention to deploy the Stop Stick. 

 
b. Deploy the Stop Stick in the safest manner possible as dictated by the 

circumstances of the pursuit and in full compliance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions and Department training.  (CALEA 41.2.3c) 

 
c. Broadcast that the deployment has occurred and that you are standing by for the 

pursuit to pass. 
 

d. Once the pursuit has passed, broadcast whether the device was struck and 
then, if safe to do so, immediately remove all remaining parts of the Stop Stick 
from the roadway. 

 
e. Record the circumstances and results of the deployment on a Supplemental 

report.  (CALEA 41.2.3e) 
 

f. Return the used Stop Stick to the Traffic Safety Unit for refurbishing. 
 
D. Field Supervisors  (CALEA 41.2.3d) 

 
In addition to the requirements listed under the VEHICLE PURSUIT section of this 
policy, the field supervisor shall; 

 
a. Ensure that the Stop Stick has been removed from the roadway by the deploying 

officer. 
 

b. Ensure that the deployment and the results are recorded as part of the pursuit 
incident. 


