
MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 - 7 p.m.  

Caucus Room 

 

EAC Attendees:  Brian Hoppy, Chair  

   Joe Rudek, Vice Chair  

   David Richman, Mike Hays, Bruce Bayne  

Staff:    Andrea Campisi, Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner  

 

Other:    Carl Watson, resident  

   Jen Pavao, Sierra Club RF 100 Montgomery County coordinator  

   Ryan Spies, resident  

   Nathan Walker, Amec Foster Wheeler, Senior Water Resource Planner 

 

1. Reorganization -  

Each year, the EAC selects leadership posts of chair, vice chair and secretary. Brian Hoppy’s 

term is up at the end of 2018, while Joe Rudek’s term ends in May ‘18. Hoppy said Mike Hays 

was the only member who expressed interest in a post (secretary). Hoppy motioned and Bruce 

Bayne seconded to appoint Hays as secretary. The motion was unanimous.  

Hoppy motioned and David Richman seconded to keep Rudek as vice chair. The motion was 

unanimous.  

Hays motioned and Richman seconded to keep Hoppy as chair. The motion was unanimous.  

Hoppy thanked Bayne for his eight years of dedicated service on the EAC. Although his term 

officially expired in December, Bayne agreed to stay until a replacement for his seat is 

appointed.  

 

2. Approval of minutes – November 28, 2017 

Approved with minor edits  

 

3. 2017 EAC Annual Report – Individual Reports needed by 12/19/17 



Hoppy said he has not received all members’ reports. These are needed for January’s meeting so 

that they can be forwarded to the Board of Commissioners and presented at a public meeting, 

hopefully in February.  

 

4. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series 

• Winter episode – Covered the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan and featured 

Township Manager Ernie McNeely, Assistant Manager Bob Duncan, Director of Building & 

Planning Chris Leswing and Nathan Walker of Amec Foster Wheeler. 

• Spring Episode – Local School Environmental Programs – Need to solicit schools for speakers 

and on-location taping. Hays will write an outreach email to encourage participation in 

consultation with Hoppy. The goal is to film on location at two to three schools (grades K-12, 

public and private). Rudek suggested this format as an ongoing series for the Environmental 

Update TV program.  

 

5. Articles for Township Newsletter - Ongoing 

The stormwater plan would be an ideal topic, if presented to the community in time for the next 

edition. Other suggested topics included lawn maintenance, spotted lanternfly and riparian buffer 

management. 

 

6. Draft Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan  

Nathan Walker presented an overview of the Township’s Comprehensive Stormwater 

Management Plan, which was the focal point of two public meetings. The plan takes a holistic 

approach and looks at what Lower Merion does, including best management practices (BMPs), 

to manage and reduce stormwater. Over the past 11 years, the Township spent $8.1 million on 

“gray water” improvements (related to pipes, grates and street work), Walker said.  

Under the Pennsylvania NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) program, 

Lower Merion is required to submit a Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP), Walker said. The goal is 

to reduce sediment by 10 percent by 2023. He also noted the new 10-year permit requires 10,000 

new feet of streambank restoration, plus two stormwater basin retrofits.  

EAC members discussed parking lots, including the adopted “green parking lot” ordinance, in 

addition to stormwater fees before Walker left the meeting. The Comprehensive Stormwater 

Management Plan will be on the Jan. 24, 2018 Building & Planning Committee meeting. 

Rudek requested a copy of the plan prior to this meeting.  

 

7. Old Business  

• Public Service Announcements - Hays will record a PSA on the spotted lanternfly (invasive 



species)  

• Bamboo Ordinance - Richman gave an update on his work offering possible changes to the 

current ordinance. He outlined two possibilities:  

a) “Grandfather” bamboo prior to May 2016 and condition that pre-existing bamboo is 

lawful provided that an “impenetrable barrier” is installed by the property owner  

b) Leave the current grandfather clause untouched, but stipulate that protection is lost if the 

bamboo grows off the property  

Hoppy said he does not favor a barrier requirement, only the possibility of a fine if bamboo 

spreads to a neighboring property. He asked Richman to further explore options and share with 

the EAC.  

 

8. Energy Conservation Projects Update  

In August 2017, the Township issued a request-for-qualifications (RFQ) seeking an Energy 

Services Consultant. Of the nine companies that responded, four were selected for interviews. 

Richman and Rudek were able to attend the recent interviews with Township staff.  

Township management opted to interview a set of consultants with a focus on maintaining 

flexibility so some combination of a guaranteed energy savings and/or a “design-build” contract 

could be included once an initial evaluation of the options was undertaken by the selected 

contractor. Township management will consider project outlines and bid packages from two 

consultants hopefully in early 2018 and make a selection to bring to the Board of 

Commissioners’ for consideration  

 

9. Subdivision and Land Development Plan Reviews 

a) 230 Maple Hill Road, Gladwyne  

Highlights:  

● Proposed three-lot subdivision with three dwellings  

● Significant tree removals and “compensatory” trees  

EAC comments:  

➢ A Landscape Plan is needed  

➢ Consider more trees than the minimum and reassess the number of trees to be removed 

➢ Incorporate native and locally-adapted plants and trees  

➢ Consider other options in lieu of below grade stormwater basin  

      

 b) 121 E. City Avenue, Bala Cynwyd  

Highlights:  

● Existing Bala Cynwyd Shopping Center  



● Proposed addition of five to six-story apartment complex (87 units) behind the center  

● Site has excess parking  

● Underground stormwater infrastructure to be provided  

EAC comments:  

➢ Incorporate native and locally-adapted plants and trees in the tree line  

➢ Increase stormwater management with a green roof or larger basins  

➢ Clarify the pervious material used for sidewalk  

 

c) 4 & 8 Old Gulph Road, Gladwyne  

Highlights:  

● Located across from West Mill Creek Park  

● 5-plus acres  

● Currently vacant and previously approved to be subdivided into two lots  

● At a previous EAC meeting, the builder met with council on trees and other matters. 

Hoppy and Sara Pevaroff Schuh met with the applicant about the landscape plan and the 

Natural Lands Trust has consulted with the Township on the proposal  

EAC comments: Andrea noted that the second stage plan involves looking at the house and 

driveway locations and making recommendations.  

 

10. Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended 

Hays and Richman attended a Dec. 14 PennEnvironment event held at Conshohocken Brewery. 

The fundraiser and mixer highlighted legislation in Harrisburg to move the state to 100 percent 

renewable energy. Jen Pavao and Ryan Spies also attended.  

Rudek and Hays attended a Lower Merion Conservancy workshop at Narberth Borough Hall on 

Dec. 8 that focused on watersheds and river protection.  

 

11. 2018 calendar of EAC events 

• Go for the Green Awards – Tuesday, May 15 or May 17 

• Stream Clean Up – April 14, 2018 at Shortridge Park (Indian Creek)  

• Stakeholder Initiative - Was a date set? 

 

12. Assignment to public meetings: 

Thursday, January 4, 2018 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. (cancelled)  

Monday, January 8, 2018 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.  



Wednesday, January 17, 2018 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. MH  

Thursday, January 18, 2018 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. JR 


