MEETING MINUTES

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP
Tuesday, October 24, 2017
Caucus Room
7:00 PM -10:05 PM

EAC Attendees: Joe Rudek — Co-Chair

Staff:

Other:

Bruce Bayne, Michael Hays, David Richman, Sara Pevaroff Schuh

Andrea Campisi — Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner
Donna Heller — Director, LMT Parks & Recreation Dept.

George Manos — LMT Commissioner
Carl Watson - Resident

1. Discussion with Department Heads:

Donna Heller, Director, LMT Parks and Recreation Department

Oversees 47 parks in LMT
What are the primary environmental initiatives P&R is engaged in
currently?
o Raingardens for stormwater management
o Streambank stabilization (Shortridge Park) — that also provides
credit for the MS4 permit
= Use of stone-toe treatments
= Semi-natural channel design
= Riparian buffers
= Buffers in Shortridge are not fully funded yet; grants being
applied for
Side discussion regarding natural channel design and how that could be and
has been used in stream channel stabilization within LMT
o Could be an opportunity for preparing a White Paper to inform LMT
about the value of natural channels vs. hardened banks and
channelized streams
o J.R.and B.B. to work on this further to develop a PSA or white paper
to inform about stream channel conditions
G. Manos — Asked about planters in a parking area and thoughts about
whether they are better maintained by P&R rather than Parking Services?
o D.H. — thought it was not an area for P&R and possibly increase
support from Parking Services. Could possibly be incorporated with
subcontracted services
Other focus areas include:
o Tree canopy maintenance
o Use of pervious pavers in parks
Works together with Shade Tree Division with some overlap



Tree/shrub planting that also includes installation of material that comes
from land development that cannot be incorporate into site plans
From SPS —what are the critical environmental issues that P&R sees within
the next 5 years and what resources are needed?

o D.H. - Stormwater is the primary issue

o Partnering with local groups/civics has been very important
Not really incorporating rain barrels because most comfort stations are not
guttered but could be added to recreation centers
Raingardens are incorporated into many of the park master plans, have some
in Austin Memorial Park, Ashbridge Memorial Park, Linwood and others,
with plans to add others
The porous pavers (General Wayne) next to be installed in South Ardmore
Some of the active Friends groups include: Wynnewood Valley Park,
Ashbridge, Friends of Sharpe Park Bird Sanctuary, Friends of General
Wayne, West Mill Creek. These and other Friends groups are listed on the
LMT P&R website along with their work schedule.
Suggestion to include a stream clean-up in upcoming events.
Liability is handled with a waiver signed by all participants. Some of the
recognized Friends groups are organized 501c3’s and are listed on LMT
insurance.
Friends groups provide very valuable extra help for P&R with maintenance
Merion Park — expanding with a site and will likely be a future rain garden
Ash Trees — coordinated with Shade Tree and there are a few trees that P&R
would likely treat to prolong life. EAC summit participants noted that other
Townships have seen the emerald ash borer in the general area “within
striking distance of LMT”.
Wish List — promote participation by Friends groups which are vital
There is good coordination between P&R and Friends groups
They provide input, funding, maintenance support
Primarily plant all natives with some exceptions for arboretums
Spotted Lantern Fly — David Barrett from Friends of Wynnewood Valley
Park group will likely reach out to EAC to discuss. Tree of Heaven is a
supportive species for the bug and elimination of this may help to control
this destructive agriculture/orchard species
Pesticide Management Program — incorporated into LMT P&R that
includes manual removal first and pesticide application as last resort
Bamboo in some parks (~12 parks). Some success with physical removal
via repeated removal. Have not had to apply pesticide yet, but there is that
possibility in some areas and/or more aggressive physical removal. Some
invasion into parks from adjacent properties, but not all.

o No set practice on control

o Could be an opportunity to show how LMT controls

o EAC could coordinate with P&R on demonstration



2. Approval of Minutes — September 26, 2017 & July 25, 2017

Approved

3. Proposed Ordinances;

Base Flood Elevation

LMT approached by developer of hotels to amend the Code. Current Code
requires buildings to be 24 inches above the base flood elevation.
Developer would like to amend to require buildings to be at the base flood
elevation.

FEMA has draft ordinances that recommend building at the base flood
elevation or higher.

EAC — No Comment

Fences in the Floodplain

o Primarily pertains to River Rd. homes

o Fencing revisions/ordinance to get all future fencing in compliance
EAC — No Comment

4. 2018-2022 Environmental Action Plan Update

To set a meeting date with BOC in February 2018
B.H. has prepared a draft executive summary
Andrea Campisi to recirculate the EAP and executive summary to the BOC
EIC membership is changing at the end of the year

i. Brian Gordon and Steve Lindner will no longer be on EIC

ii. Uncertain on replacements
J.R. — recommendation that EIC review and comment upon EAP prior to
full discussion with BOC

5. 2016 EAC Annual Report Update

e Request the EAC review and provide input to B.H. for the 2017 report
e Due by the 11/2017 Meeting

6. MS4 Permit Update

10/30/17 and 11/20/17 upcoming meetings about stormwater management
which will help satisfy MS4 education requirements

LMT submitted pollution reduction plan and permit in September and is
waiting for a response from PADEP

7. Lower Merion TV — EAC feature program series

Winter — Possible — landscaping for winter appeal
Spotted Lantern Fly

Bamboo

Friends Groups - volunteering

Film in November for airing in December



e Student involvement — highlighting what student studies are occurring at
the local colleges and universities, LMT high schools, friend’s schools.
Possibly link and get examples from all grade levels.

e buildOn links — JR to review

8. Articles for Township Newsletter — Ongoing
November 8 deadline
S.P.S — Offered to prepare on recycling
ASIDE - Updating recycling brochure — EAC to review again, b/c there are
questions on what can be recycled (e.g. egg cartons, which plastics, paper)
ACTION item — EAC to review recycling brochure and come prepared to discuss
updates that may be needed for the November Meeting

9. Subdivision/Land Development Plans

9-11 Union Avenue, Bala Cynwyd: Preliminary Land Development Plan
Highlights:
e Proposal for 74 Apartments
e Demolition of three buildings
e Currently a non-conforming situation with impervious surface which can be
maintained in the new proposal
e Within the Bala Village District
EAC Recommendations:
e Await evaluation by staff for stormwater management

1010 Spring Mill Road: Preliminary Open Space Subdivision Plan
Highlights:
e Proposal to subdivide but preserve most land with no new construction, 7+
acres preserved
e Protection for wetlands and headwater stream
EAC Recommendations:
e Approve

10. Old Business (Brief Updates)
e Public Service Announcements
o None proposed
e Bamboo Ordinance
o D.R.isin process of reviewing and working on recommendations
e Commercial Greening Subcommittee — Greening Montgomery Avenue b/w
Old Gulph Road and Meeting House Lane
o S.P.S. reviewed site with civic representatives and is planning to
meet with BOC to discuss further
o Sketching draft plan for discussion

11. Energy Conservation Projects
e EAC has divided review and will discuss




12. Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended

October 18 — LMT renewed recycling contract
New park, 2 Merion Drive, 0.525 acres

Land donation from Sunoco

Request for additional information regarding the site clean-up

EAC Summit:

e Well attended by other EACs and DCVA

e LMT seems to be ahead on many topics

e Action — Send Andrea C. contact information for Derron LaBrake
e Other townships have updated lights to LED

e Sustainable action plans prepared in several townships

13. 2017 Calendar of EAC Events

Stormwater Runoff 5K Run Update

14. Assignment to Public Meetings:

Thursday, November 2
Monday, November 6
Wednesday, November 8
Wednesday, November 15
Thursday, November 16
Tuesday, November 28

10:05 PM — Meeting Adjourned

Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. J.R.
Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.

Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. M.H.
Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.
EAC Meeting

Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne



