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MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP 

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 

Conference Room 129 

7:00 PM – 10:30 PM 
 

EAC Attendees: Bruce Bayne – Chair (interim) 

David Richman, Sara Pevaroff Schuh, Mike Hays, Mitchell 

Burrack  

Brian Hoppy (9:15 p.m.)  

 

Staff:    Andrea Campisi – Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner 

   Don Cannon, Director, Public Works Department 

Ed Pluciennik, Township Engineer’s Office 

 

 

Other:   Tom Duncan, Bala Cynwyd resident   

Beth Yount, Cheltenham resident  

Michele Detweiler (Penn Valley Civic) 

Commissioner Brian Gordon 

      

1. Discussion with Department Heads: For the purpose of gaining a better 

insight on environmental resources and solutions in the Township 

● Don Cannon and Ed Pluciennik 

 

EP - Explained that his role in the engineer’s office is to support the Board of 

Commissioners and address matters that are legally required and specified in the 

Comprehensive Plan. Furthermore, his office works closely with Public Works on 

infrastructure. He tries to optimize results and benefits for the Township on 

development matters. The EAC looks to the future and is an asset to the 

Township, EP said. He also discussed new MS4 (municipal separate storm sewer 

system) requirements.  

 

DC gave an overview on Public Works matters impacting the natural 

environment. He cited the purchase of vacuum sweeper, which is more expensive 

than a regular street sweeper, that takes more sediment off the road.   

 

EP says the aim is to be as “green as possible but practically feasible.” Cost-

benefit analyses are utilized as well.  

 

David Richman asked about their thoughts or feedback on a climate mitigation 

plan, to which both responded that they haven’t been directed to investigate such 

a plan.   
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Discussion topics also included the reduction of road salt during snow seasons. In 

recent years, salt use has been reduced from 800 to 300 tons per lane mile with 

the help of software and staff training, DC said.  

 

 EAC members also discussed bamboo complaints, plastic bags, LED traffic lights 

and recycling improvements. DC explained that the Township’s current recycling 

rate is 42 percent, while 15 percent of the material picked up at curbside is 

rejected by the processing plant.  

 

Sara Pevaroff Schuh says educational recycling newsletters should be going to the 

civic associations. Bruce Bayne said there are opportunities for the EAC to work 

with Township staff on education and outreach to residents.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes from July 25, 2017 

Minutes deferred until next month (sent late)  

   

3. RFQ for Consultation, Design and Possible Implementation of Energy 

Conservation Projects  

On Aug. 15, 2017 the Township issued a request-for-qualifications seeking an 

Energy Services Consultant. The RFQ seeks:  possible implementation of an 

energy savings project (ECM). Services offered may include all or any of the 

following: 

a). Consultant services to identify potential energy savings projects, calculate 

return 

on investment and if requested prepare specifications to assist the Township to 

retain contractors to complete the work. 

b.) Consultant services and construction management services to identify 

potential 

energy savings projects, calculate return on investment and with authorization 

complete the project as a Design – Build contract. 

c.) Consultant services to identify potential energy savings projects, calculate 

return 

on investment and provide a guaranteed energy savings contract to complete the 

project.  

 

DR expressed disappointment with narrow scope. 

There was discussion on EIC (Environmental Initiatives Committee) makeup and 

when the EAC will meet with them to discuss these conservation projects. The 

EIC consists of Commissioners Lindner, Manos, Zelov and Gordon.  

Discussed when and how to influence the BOC (structures, etc.)  

Agreed to meet in January after the new commissioners are seated, along with 

new EIC makeup.   

 

At this point, BB asked the two visitors if they had specific interests. Tom used to 

serve on the East Bradford EAC and suggested ways to engage the 

Commissioners. Michele is interested in the Montgomery Ave. greening project.  
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4. Township Awarded Sustainable PA Community Certification, Gold Status 

 Lower Merion earned this certification after submitting an application and  

checklists. (Platinum is the highest status)   

 

5. Comprehensive Plan Receives Daniel Burnham Award - From Pennsylvania 

Planning Association. To be awarded at Oct. 24, 2017. 

 

6. Commercial Greening Subcommittee – Greening Montgomery Avenue b/w Old 

Gulph and Levering Mill Roads 

SPS, who is leading this initiative for the EAC, said she hasn’t yet been able to 

reach a Narberth council person, but is optimistic about meeting with Councilman 

Bob Weisbord soon. The local business association seems more interested in 

running town events than getting involved with the greening subcommittee, she 

said. Furthermore, there is a challenge with the sidewalks, since some are not 

ADA compliant and utilities are sometimes placed in the middle of the sidewalk. 

From a development standpoint, she asked if the Township and Borough want to 

tackle the big question? SPS said a Master Plan is needed to “think bigger.”  

Brian Hoppy pointed out that DPZ is conducting an overall zoning code rewrite.  

Michele Detweiler said there needs to be more street trees and less concrete. It’s 

not conducive to our Township at present, she said.  

 

7. 2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Update – Discuss presenting to the 

Board of Commissioners - BH asked members to get back to him (phone or one-

on-one) about what topics he should focus on for this presentation in January or 

February.  

 

8. Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Update - Oct. 30 stakeholder 

meeting to include school district, organizations, etc. (4:30 p.m. in the Township 

Board Room)  

 

9. MS4 Update - heard from EP earlier in the meeting  

 

10. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series:  

● Fall episode - West Laurel Hill Cemetery (taped 9/25) Sustainability topic 

with company executives. Oct. 1 should be up  

 

11. Articles for Township Newsletter – Ongoing 

 The submission deadline is Nov. 8 for the winter newsletter -  SPS to draft a 

recycling article  

 

12. Old Business (Brief Updates)  

● Public Service Announcements - Mike Hays recorded a PSA on reducing 

junk mail  

● Bamboo Ordinance - DR circulated a memo to the EAC and asked his 

landscaper about removal. A backhoe is required to remove it. Do we want 
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to revisit? DR will continue to revise his proposed amendments to the 

adopted ordinance.  

 

Commissioner Gordon suggested making those who plan new bamboo liable for its 

removal and removal from neighbor’s properties.  

 

13. Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended -  

 

Mitchell Burack attended a regional EAC meeting in Bucks County, which was not very 

beneficial for networking but speakers were worked up over groundwater contamination 

near the Willow Grove air base. Do we have a similar, galvanizing issue in LMT, he 

asked?  

 

MH gave an update from the commissioners’ budget workshop. The Shade Tree Division 

of Public Works has been authorized to spend $125,000 for the removal of ash trees, due 

to the invasive emerald ash borer (EAB).  

 

BH encouraged members to attend the Sept. 27 public presentation by DPZ’s consultants, 

who are rewriting the Township’s zoning code.  

 

14. Subdivision/Land Development Plans  

104-108, 114 and 120 E. Lancaster Ave.   

Highlights: This is the proposed mini Target store, with 35 apartments above  

● EAC Recommendations: Install green roof and locally-adapted, native 

plants, where possible.  

● Maximize stormwater retention and treatment on site, as practicable.  

 

206 Bala Avenue and 9 N. Highland Ave.  

*SPS recused herself from this item and left the meeting  

Highlights: Tentative sketch includes a building demolition and construction of 86 

apartments. Impervious coverage would increase from 73 to 76 percent.  

● EAC Recommendations: Install locally-adapted, native plants and 

maximize stormwater retention and treatment on site, as practicable.  

 

15. 2017 Calendar of EAC Events  

● Stormwater Runoff 5k Trail Run, Saturday, October 14th 

 

16. Assignment to Public Meetings:  
Monday, October 2    Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Thursday, October 5    Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, October 11   Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, October 18   Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. MH 

Thursday, October 19    Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.   

Tuesday, October 24    EAC Meeting 

 

10:30 PM – Meeting Adjourned 

Meeting minutes recorded by: M. Hays  


