MEETING MINUTES

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP
Thursday, July 25, 2017
Caucus Room
7:08 PM - 8:56 PM

EAC Attendees: Brian Hoppy — Chair

Staff:

Other:

1.

Bruce Bayne, Mitchell Burack, David Richman, Sara Pevaroff
Schuh

Andrea Campisi — Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner
George Manos — LMT Commissioner

Beth Yount - Resident

Approval of Minutes from June 22, 2017
Minutes approved.

Bamboo — Further Proposed Ordinance Changes

Discussion of critical summary of bamboo ordinance prepared by David Richman
and Michael Hays.

Ordinance enacted did not include the draft language.

Commissioners had concern about passing in full because of difficulty
distinguishing origin of ownership of bamboo.

The ordinance could be made stronger, but David asked:

Question 1) is such action necessary based on the actions that have occurred in the
Township, i.e., have there been challenges with residents.

Question 2 — Why treat bamboo differently from poisonous plants, which the
ordinance was incorporated into, but legally treats bamboo differently? Should we
not be diligent and provide residents a legal course to force action.

Andrea said there have been some complaints. In one case, a resident planted
bamboo for the stated purpose of making their yard like their homeland. The
outcome is uncertain at this point.

Discussion — general thought of providing a more forceful ordinance by treating
bamboo like poisonous plants — i.e., there is no choice, the owner must address and
get rid of the plant. Mr. Manos concurs. Upper Makefield Twp. has example of how
they incorporated into their code.

Brian requested David look at the ways/language could be used to strengthen the
ordinance. Sara look at her portion of the EAP and look at how bamboo can be
incorporated and follow up with Township on recent actions that have related to
bamboo.



3. Climate Mitigation Concept Paper

e David — Diane Herrin from West Chester on Sustainability Planning. Has
now formed a business and supports municipalities on energy reduction and
clean energy use. David requested a proposal from Diane to support
development of a sustainability plan for LMT.

e First phase — education of Commissioners via a concept paper, 2" Phase for
development of a sustainability plan.

e Brian requested revised draft.

e David has found that with other municipalities that contracting has been
under personal service contract, and the initial phase falls under the
threshold for bid.

e Approach — obtain a revised proposal and discuss with the EIC.

o Ifitturns out that the EIC is in favor of moving forward, but would
like to explore putting out to bid, then the EAC recommends that
Ms. Herrin be retained for Phase 1 and Phase 2 be put out to bid.

o Thoughts — sustainability can be complementary to the
Comprehensive Plan.

o George — some planning elements being discussed, but not
comprehensive, holistic.

o David — inclusion of a sustainability officer within the Township
suggested.

4. Return on Environment
e No update

5. MS4 Permit Update
On July 12" the pollution prevention plan was presented and Brian will provide
comments.
Comments due by August 4
September 15 — due to PADEP

6. Stakeholder Initiative
Brian, Sara, and David met with Riverbend and the Lower Merion Conservancy to
review how the three entities could collaborate more.
Ask the residents of LMT what is their interest in the environment, what are their
concerns, and what questions do they have.
What projects do we have and how can we promote those to the public?
Develop consistent language that all groups could use
Bringing all entities together for the Go for the Green Awards and combining those
with LMC Earth Day events

7. Lower Merion TV — EAC feature program series
e Summer episode — Non-native and Invasive species outreach in conjunction
with Riverbend Environmental Education Center currently airing during the
month of July
e Fall episode — Sustainability
e Winter — Possible — landscaping for winter appeal




8.

10.

11.

12.

e Spring - composting

Commercial Greening Subcommittee — Greening Montgomery Avenue between
Old Gulph and Levering Mill Roads
No Update

Articles for Township Newsletter — Ongoing
Bamboo — Brian to draft and Sara to finalize

Old Business (Brief Updates)

e Natural Features Code Amendment — Maintenance Guaranty
o Adopted

e Public Service Announcements
o Several playing and planned

e 2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Update
o No update

e 2016 EAC Annual Report Update

Mitchell — review of the Righters Ferry Rd. Phase | and Phase Il and Remedial
Action Plan. The report did not include review of interior elements.
Reviewed and the state did not find high levels of contaminants in fill.

EAC recommendation: LMT should review the process for potential liability and
request that the developer provide information regarding how the demolition and
waste material will be tested and handled during disposal.

New Ordinance request EAC review of Options A & B of email that Andrea C. sent
out regarding fences in floodplain hearing on September 19.

Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended
None

Subdivision/Land Development Plans
205 Llanfair Road: Preliminary Subdivision Plan
Highlights:
e 2 lot subdivision
e ~1.85acres
e Older home that could have qualified for historic inventory
e LDC has reviewed and requested changes to reduce the number of trees that
would need to be removed
e Also requested keeping the original house and only adding one new — owner
not interested.
e Needs to be fully reviewed by LMT engineer for compliance
e No variances requested for now and it is not known if waivers will be
needed
EAC Recommendations:
o Review grading to reduce impact to trees




o Regardless of code requirement request that the applicant replace
trees on a 1:1 ratio and preserve the wooded character of the lot

o Encourage the owner to minimize ecological impacts of the
development

13. 2017 Calendar of EAC Events
Schedule Spring Compost/Rain Barrel Workshop

14. Assignment to Public Meetings:

Wednesday, July 26 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m. SPS
Wednesday, August 2 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 3 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. BH
Thursday, August 17 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 7 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Monday, September 11 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 13 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 19 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, September 21 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, September 26 EAC Meeting

8:56 PM — Meeting Adjourned
Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne



