MEETING MINUTES

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP
Tuesday, May 23, 2017
Caucus Room
7:07 PM -9:07 PM

EAC Attendees: Joe Rudek — Co-Chair

Staff:

Other:

1.

Bruce Bayne, Mike Hays, Sara Pevaroff Schuh

Andrea Campisi — Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner
George Manos — LMT Commissioner

Carl Watson — Resident

Approval of Minutes from March 28, 2017 and April 25, 2017 Meetings
Minutes approved with minor edits.

Commercial Greening Subcommittee — Greening Montgomery Avenue between
Old Gulph and Levering Mill Roads
Meeting coming up in early June with Sara and Chris Leswing.

2017 Go for the Green Awards Follow-up
Brief update

2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Updates

Sara Pevaroff Schuh — Objectionable, Poisonous, and Invasive Species
David Richman — Energy Conservation and Sustainability

Bruce Bayne — Land Use / Building Practices

Joe Rudek — Recycling

Brian Hoppy — Stormwater Management

Michael Hays and Mitchell Burack — Education and Volunteer Programs

EAP draft being finished by B. Hoppy

EAC Annual Report Update
Including information for Stormwater Runoff.
Update Bios and send to Andrea for use in the report and website.

MS4 Permit Update

New permit due to PADEP on Sept. 16, 2017. Six minimum requirements that need to
be described on how LMT will comply. Draft plan to be prepared for the permit
application and shared with EAC — likely in June.

Public hearing on plan expected to be held on July 5, 2017.

EAC to do a PSA about the MS4 process to cover the topic, invite to public meeting,
schedule.

Other means of advertising?




What interactions are there with the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan
(CSWMP).

CSWMP in information gathering phase.

Looking at all the stormwater management tools that have been completed in the past
5 years.

7. Devise List of Questions for Department Head Discussions
First Meeting with Township Engineer’s office: Ed Pluciennik and Kevin Bowers
Campisi noted that Kevin Bowers suggested Don Cannon, Director of Public Works,
participate at same meeting in June.
Parks and Recreation scheduled in September
Questions:
Desire to prepare questions that can be uniform for each of the Department Heads
to inform the EAC and to help guide the EAP.
May be beneficial to have members of the EIC present — send a note to members for
information and if there is a need for presentation to the full BOC. Commissioner
Gordon is chair of EIC.
Mike H. to draft an announcement to be sent to EIC and send to Brian Hoppy for
consideration.
What environmental initiatives does the department have (short and long-term).
Suggestion to go through EAP to generate questions.
What would you like to do that you do not have the resources/staff to accomplish?
Commercial Recycling — has been raised many times.
Public works questions — composting — sufficient to eliminate weed seeds
Visitation
Library
Information services
Civilian planning
Building and Planning
Township Manager
Andrea to send list/schedule

8. Lower Merion TV — EAC Feature Program Series
e Spring episode — Invasive Species Outreach — in conjunction with Lower
Merion Conservancy or Riverbend
e Still scheduling - Sara and Brian are coordinating
e PSA for MS4
e Fall — proper composting so that poison ivy, bamboo or other invasive plants
do not spread
o Leaf bag use
o Treatment for invasive plants
o No burning
o Add to July agenda

9. Articles for Township Newsletter — Ongoing
e Sarato write article about proper leaf bag use

10. Old Business (Brief Updates)
e Natural Features Code Amendment — Maintenance Guaranty




11.

12.

o Updated text of ordinance, but not the pre-amble
o Revised for a public hearing in July

e Public Service Announcements
o Thought to include routine update on actions that are being taken as a
result of the Comprehensive Plan Update.
o Suggested that it be included as a short segment on the EAC show.
o Commissioner Manos requests that any update be run by Chris
Leswing to confirm acceptance of information being presented.

e Bamboo Ordinance
o Sent back to EAC to help come up with solution for dealing with the
originating property.
o Looking at what other municipalities have done such as Upper Dublin.
o Need an EAC lead to take this on for ways that would help control.
o Message to be sent out looking for volunteer.

Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended
Mitchell attended the PEC EAC network in Lancaster

Quantifying environmental resources

Return on environment engagement resources

Some efforts already completed in area

Could be useful for LMT to consider

Mitchell and Mike to work on together and then report back to EAC

Subdivision/Land Development Plans

762 W. Lancaster Avenue, Aqua, Bryn Mawr, Waiver of Land Development Plan
Highlights:

e Installation of new transformers and relocation of existing transformers

e Moved from near building to edge of property

EAC Recommendations:
e Revise planting plan to expand natives
e Increase scale to comply with the code and to screen around sides, not just front

27 Heckamore Avenue, Bala Cynwyd — Two-lot subdivision
Highlights:
e Currently a vacant lot
e Variance given for minimum lot width
e Engineering requires additional detail regarding stormwater management

EAC Recommendations:

e EIC (Manos) suggests that a planted divider be established to clearly demarcate
the property boundaries to be either sustainable vegetation or paver blocks

6 West Old Gulph Road, Gladwyne — Two-lot Subdivision

Highlights:
e Within Mill Creek Valley Conservation Agreement Area



e Engineering requires additional detail regarding stormwater

EAC Recommendations:
e Should plant within the buffer.
e All native vegetation shall be used. Revisit the planting scheme near the
entrance to be more ecologically in keeping with the existing vegetation.

13. 2017 Calendar of EAC Events
o Lower Merion Conservancy Earth Day Event Update
e Wait for B. Hoppy

14. Assignment to Public Meetings:

Thursday, June 1 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. Sarah
Monday, June 5 Planning Commission

Wednesday, June 7 Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 15 Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. Joe R
Wednesday, June 21 Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. Mike H
Thursday, June 22 EAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

9:07 PM — Meeting Adjourned.

Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne



