
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

Tuesday, April 25, 2017, Caucus Room 7:00 p.m.  

 

MINUTES  

Attending: EAC members Brian Hoppy (chair); Joe Rudek (vice chair); Sara Pevaroff Schuh; 

Mitchell Burack; David Richman; Mike Hays  

Staff - Andrea Campisi, Senior Planner, Building & Planning Dept.  

Residents - Carl Watson  

 

1. Approval of minutes from March 28, 2017 -- Not yet completed (no approval)  

 

2. Diane Herrin, Practical Energy Solutions, Inc. – Herrin discussed energy conservation and 

sustainability issues as well as her role in the creation of a greenhouse gas reduction plan for 

West Chester Borough.  

Herrin, who has experience with LEED certifications, co-founded an advocacy group called 

BLUER (Borough Leaders United for Emission Reduction -- 

(https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=join_change_the_world.showPledgeDriverD

etails&cpd_id=15545)  

Early on, her committee took a greenhouse gas inventory, wrote and implemented a climate 

action plan, and monitored the results. They also focused on building and zoning codes 

because Pennsylvania’s universal building code has not been updated since 2009.  

Their committee partnered with large industrial companies in an effort to achieve conservation 

targets. It should be noted that West Chester is a “home rule” charter municipality, a fact that 

granted these efforts a bit more freedom. The borough’s sustainability achievements include the 

purchase of 100 percent wind-generated electricity and the passage of an ordinance stating 

citizens’ right to clean air and water.  

Herrin emphasized the importance of involving citizens in the process and suggested involving 

DVRPC (Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission). EAC members discussed ideas on 

getting these initiatives started in Lower Merion. Topics included renewable energy credits 

(RECs), traffic lights and the yet-to-be-defined comprehensive energy plan.  

 

3. Commercial Greening Subcommittee – Continued discussing greening the Montgomery 

Avenue corridor between Old Gulph Road and Levering Mill Road. Sara, who is heading this 

subcommittee, said she will speak with the Penn Valley Civic. Discussed future steps.  

 

4. Discussions with Various Township Department Heads -- nothing yet to report  

 

5. 2017 Go for the Green Awards – Ceremony to be held May 9, 2017 at Appleford  

● Go for the Green Award Design Contest – No submissions arrived  

● EAC Logo Contest – Students submitted a total of eight proposed logos. There was no 

consensus among EAC members, so Brian and Sara engaged volunteer labor on their 

own time for two additional submissions. Vote pending ….. 

● Review nominations and make selections:  

Joseph M. Manko Lifetime Achievement Award -  Carl Watson (EAC vote via email)  

https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=join_change_the_world.showPledgeDriverDetails&cpd_id=15545
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=join_change_the_world.showPledgeDriverDetails&cpd_id=15545


Resident -  Jerry Levitt  

Organization -  West Laurel Hill Cemetery  

Educational -  Riverbend Education Center  

Site Greening -  Refugia  

**no submissions for multi-family residential were received.  

**Refugia applied for both site greening and commercial  

 

● Township projects -- Chris Leswing will present updates at the awards ceremony  

 

6. 2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Questions and Action Outlines   

● Michael Hays and Mitchell Burack – Education and Volunteer Projects - Mike asked 

about sending out an email blast to people who sign up for EAC agendas and updates. 

These regular emails could summarize upcoming events that may be of interest to 

residents.  

 

● Joe Rudek – Recycling - Joe reviewed several proposals in his section, including a 

potential pilot program to pair recycling bins next to trash bins more frequently on 

Township property. He also discussed a school compost program and other ideas.  

 

● Brian Hoppy – Stormwater Management - Brian reviewed his section and noted that this 

section of the EAP incorporates a lot of the recommendations contained in the 

Township’s Comprehensive Plan Update.  

●  

● All – Miscellaneous Environmental Initiatives (Note that David Richman – Energy 

Conservation and Sustainability, Sara Pevaroff Schuh – Objectionable, Poisonous, and 

Invasive Species, and Bruce Bayne – Land Use / Building Practices, discussed their 

sections at the March 28th meeting.)  

 

7. 2016 EAC Annual Report - Brian will forward to Andrea  

 

8. Lower Merion TV – EAC feature program series: The spring episode is up and running, 

featuring Mitchell and Joe. Future show topics will include invasive species outreach in 

conjunction with the Lower Merion Conservancy or Riverbend.  

Mike recorded a PSA on environmentally-sound pool tips, which should air after May 16.  

 

9. Articles for Township Newsletter - Ongoing  

 

10. Old Business (Quick Updates)   

Natural Features Code Amendment – Maintenance Guaranty will be before the Board of 

Commissioners for approval in May.  

 

Bamboo Ordinance - The Commissioners have not yet taken action on how to remedy residents 

whose property has been damaged by bamboo.  

 



FYI...From an April 7, 2016 Issue Briefing to the Building and Planning Committee:  

“The ordinance drafted by the EAC attempted to address who is responsible for the 

removal of bamboo spreading from one property to an adjacent property. Many 

Commissioners expressed concern about our ability to determine where the initial 

planted bamboo originated, who the bamboo owner is, and how to determine the 

responsibility for removal of bamboo after (it) has spread on an adjacent property.  

Rather than attempt to establish regulations and obligations on the bamboo owner for 

bamboo that has already been planted, we have decided to take on the bamboo topic in 

two steps.”  

Phase one included the passage of an ordinance banning the future planting of bamboo, as well 

as the removal of bamboo planted close to a street or on Township property.  

At the April 25 meeting, the EAC discussed the possibility of an incentive program to encourage 

compliance.  

 

11.Opportunity for EAC members to report out on meetings attended - none  

 

12. Subdivision/Land Development plans  

● 119 - 127 Coulter Avenue in Ardmore (Tentative Sketch Plan) 

 Highlights: 158 proposed apartments over at grade retail in Suburban Square. EAC 

discussed the use of a green roof, in addition to stormwater and parking concerns.  

Article link for background:  

http://www.mainlinemedianews.com/mainlinetimes/news/apartments-eyed-for-suburban-

square/article_f6b557cb-7440-5fb6-b9b6-d010e21bd422.html 

 

● 660 Williamson Road in Bryn Mawr (Preliminary Open Space Subdivision Plan)  

Highlights: Three single-family homes are proposed in this preservation area 

development. The owner asked the Township for a land swap involving a sledding hill. 

EAC is OK with swap.  

 

● Rosemont College (Tentative Sketch Plan)  

Highlights: Proposed fitness center and cafeteria additions to Cardinal Hall (student 

center). Discussion centered on the planting plan. Whatever trees are removed should 

be replaced in-kind, based on diameter measurements.  

 

● 9-11 Union Avenue, in Bala Cynwyd (Tentative Sketch Plan)  

Highlights: Sara recused herself from review because she is working professionally on 

this project. A 5-story apartment building is proposed adjacent to the railroad tracks. 

EAC members would like to see a green roof installed.  

 

13. 2017 calendar of EAC events - NarbEarth Day Update   

Lower Merion Conservancy Earth Day Event – Saturday, May 6, 2017 – 10-1 p.m. – Brian 

Hoppy  

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m. The minutes are submitted by Mike Hays.  

http://www.mainlinemedianews.com/mainlinetimes/news/apartments-eyed-for-suburban-square/article_f6b557cb-7440-5fb6-b9b6-d010e21bd422.html
http://www.mainlinemedianews.com/mainlinetimes/news/apartments-eyed-for-suburban-square/article_f6b557cb-7440-5fb6-b9b6-d010e21bd422.html

