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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
September 25, 2017 

              

Members present:  

Christian Busch, Gerry Fisher, Michael James, Melanie Piltch 

 

Members absent:  

Bruce Gillespie, Jason Lewis, Karen Nagel 

 

Staff present:  

Greg Prichard, Carol Quigley 

 

Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 

 

2017-LD-19 : 1010 North Spring Mill Road, Villanova – Class 2 

The applicant seeks to subdivide a 12-acre property into four lots. The Historical Commission 

reviewed a plan to subdivide the property into six lots in June, 2015. Since then, the applicant has 

granted a conservation easement for a portion of the property. 

 

Ms. Quigley gave an overview of the four lots: the mansion would stand on one, the carriage house 

on another, the coachmen’s inn (Stoke Pogis Lodge at 1016 Spring Mill Road) on a third, and the 

rear portion of the lot (approx. 7 acres) would remain open. She called this an ideal subdivision 

application for a historic property. 

 

The Commission was joined by attorney George Broseman and property owner David Hoffman. 

 

Mr. Broseman noted that the Commission recommended approval of the previous application for 

division into six lots. Subsequently, Mr. Hoffman granted a conservation easement for the rear of 

the property to the Lower Merion Conservancy. Each significant structure now on the property will 

have its own lot as a result of the new subdivision.  

 

Ms. Fisher asked if a Walter Durham-designed residence on the property was to remain intact. Mr. 

Hoffman replied that it is uncertain if the house was in fact designed by Durham, and that it would 

be demolished. 
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Mr. James noted some steep slopes shown on the site plan where a proposed driveway was shown. 

Mr. Broseman said that the driveway will be installed within all requirements. 

 

Mr. Busch noted the rarity of receiving applications that are such large improvements over previous 

versions of the same plans, and commended the applicant. He recommended the revised 

subdivision plan for approval. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Fisher, the motion carried. 

 

2017-R-18 : 1016 Spring Mill Road, Villanova – Stoke Pogis Lodge – Class 2 

 

This structure is found on the proposed Lot 4 of application 2017-LD-19. Proposed is a rear two-

story addition to replace an existing one-story shed-roofed addition. The building will be evaluated 

for other needs during construction and will be repaired/restored in kind as required. The original 

application was tabled in July, 2017. 

 

Architect D. Cameron Lacy joined Mr. Hoffman, who also owns this structure, at the table. 

 

Mr. Hoffman said that he decided to preserve the house and make it useful; it is not habitable in its 

current state. Mr. Lacy described the building as a gateway to the larger property.  

 

Ms. Quigley suggested that the addition be recessed in order to differentiate it from the footprint of 

the home’s main section. She said that Azek as a trim replacement is acceptable. The front porch 

railing and brackets are being removed without replacement. She believed that these elements are 

not original, and can be removed without negative impact. The proposed replacement windows are 

noted as Andersen 400 series. She suggested that window replacements, at least in the main block, 

should be wood windows, with the proposed windows being more appropriate for the rear section. 

She also noted that a Craftsman style door is shown as the front door, which is stylistically 

inappropriate. A simpler design, such as a six-panel door or single light over two panel door, would 

be more appropriate. 

 

Mr. Lacy said that the house is a combination of different styles and eras mixed together. He 

described details relating to the shutters and front doors, of which there are two. He said that trim 

around windows appears to be original, and that it differs from door trim. He described a water 

table band that would be added to separate the siding from the stone foundation. The roof slope of 

the addition would be copper rather than tin to save on future maintenance.  

 

Because, as Mr. Lacy stated, issues are often encountered during the course of construction, Mr. 

Busch asked him to inform Mr. Prichard if substantive changes are found to be necessary during the 

course of construction. Mr. Busch also concurred with Ms. Quigley’s comment on the style of the 
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front door. He asked about the placement of condensing units to confirm that their locations would 

not have a negative impact.  

 

Mr. James reiterated comments on the windows, door, and mid-project design changes. 

 

Mr. Busch made a motion: To recommend approval of the renovation as shown in the current 

drawings, with the following exceptions: The applicant is to provide final decisions on 

porch flooring material, windows, and new front door design to staff for record and 

approval. If the applicant and staff cannot come to an agreement, the applicant may return 

to the Commission for review. In addition, a subcommittee of up to three members will 

review any changes that staff cannot approve. The Commission encourages the applicant to 

consider window options that are painted wood or exterior clad with exterior muntins. The 

applicant agrees to locate all plumbing vents on the rear side roof and condensers toward 

the rear and side of the building. In terms of materials, the Commission provides pre-

approval to any painted wood substitute, including Azek, to be reviewed by staff. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Piltch, the motion carried.  

 

Additional Discussion 

 

Mr. Busch noted that there was a special meeting of the Historical Commission on September 7 to 

make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners regarding the possible designation of 13 

properties, after which the Commissioners met and asked staff to move forward with 12 of those 

properties. There was discussion of the WCAU Studio Building (about which the Township was 

contacted by the property owner with questions) and Ashbridge Park (specifically the inclusion of 

the house vs. the whole property and all outbuildings). As a result of the Commissioners’ directive, 

Mr. Prichard said he would send the consultant’s surveys to PHMC for their review this week. 

Receipt of Determinations of Eligibility is expected within 30 days.  

 

Mr. Prichard gave an update of the Historic Preservation Awards and the applications that had thus 

far been received.  

 

Mr. Prichard briefed the Commission on two upcoming possible applications: a roof replacement 

for Our Mother of Good Council Church and roof mechanical unit screening for the former 

Suburban Square Macy’s/Strawbridge & Clothier. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, October 23, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. 


