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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
SPECIAL MEETING : September 7, 2017 

              

Members present:  
Christian Busch, Michael James, Melanie Piltch, Sharon Sorokin (HARB Vice Chair) 
 
Members absent:  
Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Karen Nagel, Jason Lewis 
 
Staff present:  
Greg Prichard, Bob Duncan 

 
Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. 
 
 
Potential Historic Resource Inventory Amendments 

 
Using funds from a 2015-16 Certified Local Government (CLG) grant from the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), a Township consultant surveyed a pool of 34 

properties and made recommendations for changes in classification. The properties surveyed are 

either unlisted currently or were thought to merit upgrading from Class 2 to Class 1 protection.  

 

In order to be eligible for Class 1 protection, resources must be deemed eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places, as certified by PHMC. In order to effectively use PHMC’s and the 

Township’s time, this meeting was convened to reduce the list of properties to remain in 

consideration. Some resources have already obtained DOEs from PHMC. 

 

The following properties were surveyed by the consultant: 

 

Need 
DOE? 

 
Resource Name 

 
Address 

Current 
Status 

Consultant’s 
Recommendation 

● Milestones Lancaster, Montgomery, Old Gulph Rds. None Local Designation 

● Merion Road Signs Approx. 42 Intersections in Merion None Upgrade to Class 2 

 St. Paul’s Complex 415 E. Athens Avenue, Ardmore None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Egyptian/Bala Theatre 163 Bala Avenue, Bala Cynwyd Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 West Laurel Hill Cemetery 215 Belmont Avenue, Bala Cynwyd None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Dulles House 234 Broughton Lane, Villanova None Upgrade to Class 1 

 The Gerhard Building 130 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr None Upgrade to Class 1 
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Need 
DOE? 

 
Resource Name 

 
Address 

Current 
Status 

Consultant’s 
Recommendation 

● Merion Train Station Complex 204 Civic Circle, Merion Station None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Spreter Studio 25 Conshohocken State Road, Gladwyne Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Suburban Square 100 Coulter Avenue, Ardmore Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 Reese/Cornog Log House 901 County Line Road, Bryn Mawr None Upgrade to Class 2 

 Dove Lake Farm/Sheetz House 423 Dove Lake Road, Gladwyne Class 2 Class 2 – No change 

● Gladwyne Jewish Mem. Cemetery Greaves Lane, Gladwyne None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Shapiro House 417 Hidden River Road, Penn Valley None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Genel House 201 Indian Creek Road, Wynnewood Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 Taylor Homestead Property 1509 Lafayette Road, Gladwyne Class 2 Class 2 – No change 

 Seville/Bryn Mawr Theatre 822 W. Lancaster Avenue, Bryn Mawr Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 The Barnes 300 N. Latches Lane, Merion Station None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Log & Spring Houses 100 Maple Hill Road, Gladwyne None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Meadowbank 1332 Meadowbank Road, Villanova Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Erdman Hall, Bryn Mawr College 101 N. Merion Avenue, Bryn Mawr None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Skylands/Deaconess House 801 A Merion Square Road, Gladwyne Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 Monk’s Elbow 1550 Monk Road, Gladwyne None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Penn Cottage 380 E. Montgomery Ave., Wynnewood Class 2 Class 2 – No change 

 Ashbridge Complex 1301 W. Montgomery Ave., Bryn Mawr Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Clothier Residence 1860 W. Montgomery Avenue, Villanova Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● WCAU TV Studios 10 Monument Road, Bala Cynwyd Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Prospect Hall/Stoke Pogis 1425/1445 Mt. Pleasant Road, Villanova Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Friedland House 1020 North Lane, Gladwyne None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Rose Hill 105 Old Lancaster Road, Bala Cynwyd Class 2 Class 2 – No change 

● Briar Crest 541 Oriole Road, Villanova Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 Caspar Wistar Morris House 407 Rose Lane, Haverford None Upgrade to Class 1 

 St. Charles Borromeo Complex 100 Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Wynnewood Train Station/Sheds 75 E. Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood None Upgrade to Class 1 

 

 

Mr. Busch thanked Ms. Sorokin for attending on behalf of the HARB, and noted that no vote would 

be taken as a result of this meeting’s discussions. Mr. Duncan said that staff will be notifying owners 

of resources still under consideration so that they can attend the meeting in which the Building & 

Planning Committee would take a final vote on listing.  

 

The members present discussed the criteria for evaluating the properties and the standards by which 

the Commission would ask the Building & Planning Committee to move properties ahead in the 

designation process.  

 

Mr. Prichard gave a visual presentation as an overview of all 34 resources surveyed.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Wistar and Martha Morris, owners of the Dulles House (234 Broughton Lane), asked if the owner’s 

desire has any standing in the Commission’s decision. Mr. Busch replied that dialogue and owner 
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input is always important and taken into consideration, but “permission” is not required. Ms. 

Sorokin noted that the Commission only gives a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 

Ms. Morris noted that Broughton Lane is a private, dead-end street, and that her family would 

consider it a hardship to have their property listed.  

 

Carl Watson, a resident of Wynnewood, commented that the Shortridge Civic Association is very 

concerned about St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, and recommended upgrading that property. Mr. 

Watson also mentioned the apparent stalling of work on the William Penn Inn, which had been 

under renovation. Mr. Busch responded, saying that things have changed over the course of the 

inventory amendment process, and that many in the Township are keeping an eye on the Inn 

property.  

 

Ken Davis, a former Township Commissioner and consultant for St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, 

said he was interested in hearing the discussion about that potential historic resource. 

 

Jerry Francis, President of the Lower Merion Historical Society, reiterated Mr. Watson’s comments 

about the William Penn Inn, and said he was present at this meeting to observe the process since 

historic preservation is part of the Society’s mission. 

 

● 

 

Mr. Busch led a discussion of all 34 resources. The first two on the list are unusual because there is 

no precedent in the Township (nor perhaps PHMC) for scattered historic objects. During the course 

of the discussion, Mr. James suggested revisiting the list on a regular basis, as situations often change 

quickly. Properties (such as the William Penn Inn) could be added for consideration over time.  

 

Mr. Duncan detailed an agreement between the Township and Main Line Health stating that Main 

Line Health will not submit an application for a demolition permit for the Gerhard Building for a 5-

year period (expiring in 2019) during which time the Township will not consider listing the building 

on the Historic Resource Inventory. Ms. Sorokin, who represents Main Line Health, reiterated Mr. 

Duncan’s comments. Mr. Busch, Ms. Piltch, and Mr. James commented in favor of leaving the 

building on the list because of its great importance to the Township.  

 

The group thoroughly discussed each of the properties in the pool, and concluded that 13 of the 

resources surveyed could merit listing on the Inventory, pending the approval of the Board of 

Commissioners and DOE review from PHMC. Of the 13, 8 will require DOEs in order to upgrade 

or list them as Class 1 historic resources, including the two groups of historic objects (which had not 

been recommended for Class 1 status by the consultant). 

 

The list of 13 properties recommended for upgrades by the assembled members of the Commission 

were: 
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Need 
DOE? 

 
Resource Name 

 
Address 

Current 
Status 

Consultant’s 
Recommendation 

● Milestones Lancaster, Montgomery, Old Gulph Rds. None Local Designation 

● Merion Road Signs Approx. 42 Intersections in Merion None Upgrade to Class 2 

● Egyptian/Bala Theatre 163 Bala Avenue, Bala Cynwyd Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 The Gerhard Building 130 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Merion Train Station Complex 204 Civic Circle, Merion Station None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Gladwyne Jewish Mem. Cemetery Greaves Lane, Gladwyne None Upgrade to Class 1 

 The Barnes 300 N. Latches Lane, Merion Station None Upgrade to Class 1 

● Erdman Hall, Bryn Mawr College 101 N. Merion Avenue, Bryn Mawr None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Ashbridge Complex 1301 W. Montgomery Ave., Bryn Mawr Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● Clothier Residence 1860 W. Montgomery Avenue, Villanova Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

● WCAU TV Studios 10 Monument Road, Bala Cynwyd Class 2 Upgrade to Class 1 

 St. Charles Borromeo Complex 100 Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood None Upgrade to Class 1 

 Wynnewood Train Station/Sheds 75 E. Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood None Upgrade to Class 1 

 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Regular Meeting: Monday, September 25, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. (special time) 


