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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
July 24, 2017 

              

Members present:  

Christian Busch, Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Michael James, Jason Lewis, Karen Nagel, Melanie 

Piltch 

 

Members absent:  

Miriam Camitta 

 

Staff present:  

Greg Prichard, Dale Frens 

 

Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 

 

 

2017-IA-15 : 111 West Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore – Inventory Amendment 

 

The applicant seeks to add a historic Montgomery Avenue milestone to the Historic Resource 

Inventory as a historic object, as part of a Condition of Approval for Land Development. 

 

Mr. Prichard noted that there were several Conditions of Approval for the Land Development 

involving the milestone, including protecting it during construction activity, to not move it, to 

professionally restore it if damaged, and to explore options for long-term protection and fencing if 

deemed appropriate. 

 

Mr. Busch noted that all of the milestones are being considered for inclusion on the HRI as a whole.  

 

Jerry Francis, President of the Lower Merion Historical Society, told the Commission that in 1995 a 

Community Development Block Grant funded the restoration of the milestones, and this particular 

milestone was moved 15-20 feet closer to the road. The Society has documentation on footings and 

other details if needed. He said that the Society is against the use of fences because the milestones 

deserve to be seen with as few obstructions as possible. 

 

Mr. Prichard had spoken to the applicant who he said has no objections to the listing.  
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Mr. Frens noted that in his practice plywood boxes are built around historic objects like gravestones. 

However, removing the milestone during construction may be appropriate since it has been moved 

at least once already.  

 

Ms. Piltch noted that it would be nice if undergrowth were cleared to better reveal it. 

 

Ms. Fisher commented on a potential campaign to promote the history of the milestones and make 

the community aware of them. Mr. Busch suggested an educational component to all of the 

potential new listings on the Historic Resource Inventory.  

 

Mr. Francis commented again, saying that the Historical Society would like to help with education 

efforts. He noted that there is a complex procedure if the milestone is to be removed for 

“safekeeping.”  

 

Carl Watson, a resident of Wynnewood, said that he has a milestone on the Lancaster Avenue-facing 

side of his property. He said that it has been hit by cars twice over the last 40 years, and the 

placement of highway signs can help protect these kinds of roadside objects. 

 

Ms. Busch made a motion to recommend temporary protection of the milestone during the 

duration of construction, such as a 48” high plywood box to surround it, to make the 

location of the marker visible and to protect it from damage during construction. Further, 

we would recommend a final inclusion in the landscape plan for a plastic layer on the 

ground surrounding the milestone with a bed of rocks, approximately 3x3 to 4x4 ft. 

surrounding the marker, to prevent plant growth around it. Further, the Commission 

recognizes the importance of listing the Colonial-era historic object on the Historic 

Resource Inventory, and given the Commission’s current process for reviewing this and the 

balance of milestones in the Township, we hereby table this application for a period of 90 

days, at which time either the entire collection of milestones will be brought forth for 

consideration by the Board of Commissioners, or the Commission will act individually on 

this marker. The Commission does not see the tabling of the application as a non-

fulfillment of the applicant’s requirement for bringing the application forward. Pending the 

review of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, the Historical Commission 

believes that the milestone would qualify for Class 1 status.  

 

Seconded by Mr. Gillespie, the motion carried. 

 

 

2017-R-16 : 382 Bala Avenue, Bala Cynwyd – Levering Mill Tribute House – Class 2 

 

The applicant seeks to construct a new accessible ramp on the rear of the building, replacing existing 
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non-accessible metal stairs. Decorative elements such as railings will take influence from the historic 

building.  

 

Mr. Frens commented that the rear location will make the addition almost unseen except from the 

parking lot at the rear of the building. Materials will include cedar posts, metal railing system 

between posts, synthetic wood skirtboard and lattice system and synthetic wood decking. He said 

that the design successfully “cleans up” the back of the building. 

 

The Commission was joined at the table by Francis McHugh, architect with Philip Ivory Architects, 

Colette Speakman, Manager of the facility, and Jerry Francis, President of the Lower Merion 

Historical Society and Tribute House board member. 

 

Mr. McHugh made comments about the connection of the deck to the building and the flashing 

necessary, the kinds of screws to be used, and the function of the lattice. He also responded to 

questions from Mr. James about handrails’ connections to the building and door thresholds. 

 

Mr. Busch made a motion to recommend approval of the project as submitted, with the 

applicant to submit clarification on attachment details for any of the railing terminations to 

existing structure, and to consider a concealed post base in lieu of the one specified, with 

details to be submitted to staff. If detail to existing door sills requires modification of 

historic fabric not shown in the submitted drawings, those details should be reviewed by 

staff. Applicant may return to the Commission for full review if necessary. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Fisher, the motion carried.  

 

 

2017-R-18 : 1016 Spring Mill Road, Villanova – Stoke Pogis Lodge – Class 2 

 

Applicant proposes a rear two-story addition to replace an existing one-story shed roofed addition. 

The building is to be evaluated for other needs and will be repaired/restored in kind. 

 

According to Ms. Nagel’s historical summary, the small frame clapboard house may date to the 

Revolutionary War period and has a Queen Anne-style porch. It was the lodge, said to have been 

used by coachmen, for the Stoke Pogis estate.  

 

Mr. Frens gave an overview of the proposal. He said that the property is very visible given its 

location on the road, and called the application commendable for reusing an existing small house. 

He continued: “The difficulty with adapting a small house such as this to modern requirements is 

the issue of building scale and bulk. Here, the proposed addition has a larger footprint than the main 

block of the original house, and a two-story ell, even designed as a cross-gable, overpowers the 

original dwelling. If the two-story portion of the addition could be held a greater distance from the 
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southwest corner – even 12 inches - the original two-story gable end of the original house would be 

more clearly presented and understood.” He also said that further detailed information about 

materials and other elements will be needed. 

 

The Commission was joined by architect Cam Lacy of DCL Architects. He said that the house 

appears to have had three or four additions over its lifetime. Its original size and shape, likely 

consisting of three window bays, is evident from the placement of a center fireplace mass. He said 

that the home has been vacant for quite some time, and that the owner proposes to use it as a rental 

property. He said that the intent is to preserve as many original materials as possible, including 

siding. Windows are to be replaced with a true divided light replacement product. Other materials 

and details will be dictated by what is revealed during construction/deconstruction. 

 

The Commission and Mr. Lacy discussed several aspects of the design, including windows, placing 

of pavement, and other building materials. Because additional details on these elements are required 

for a full review, a conceptual approval was suggested with the applicant to return to a later meeting. 

 

Mr. Busch made a motion: To recommend conceptual approval of the application as 

submitted and reviewed, with the general location of the addition as well as massing, 

volume, materials, and general detailing. Applicant to return at their convenience for full 

review. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Piltch, the motion carried.  

 

 

2017-LD-17 : 128 Old Lancaster Road, Bala Cynwyd – Temple Adath Israel – Class 2 

 
This modern synagogue is best known for its 12-sided sanctuary designed by Pietro Belluschi and 

Charles Frederick Wise in 1956. The applicant proposes an addition to the northeast elevation of the 

northwest vestibule. It would cover a ca. 2003 cooling tower and create a clearly visible main 

entrance for more convenient access to the Main Sanctuary and other portions of the building. The 

area to the southeast of the southwest vestibule will be re-landscaped and the porte-cochere 

removed. 

 

Mr. Frens made comments on the design:  

 

1. The building complex, which includes both a school and sanctuary, is a two-story ell with a 

polygonal sanctuary in the courtyard formed by the ell. Connecting the wings of the main 

building and the sanctuary are a number of additions and entrances, described in the HRIS 

as a “jumble,” and which are being addressed in this application.   
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2. The building complex was largely built in the 1950s, with the most important portion of the 

complex – the sanctuary – being designed by Pietro Belluschi. The listing on the Historic 

Resources Inventory is based on the architectural significance of the sanctuary.   

3. The proposed demolition of the unused canopy was not designed by Belluschi and does not 

contribute to the significance of the property. 

4. The proposed entrance vestibule simplifies the design of the link between the sanctuary and 

the end of the two-story school building. The extensive use of clear glass and the use of 

surrounding masonry materials allows it to recede, thereby emphasizing the sanctuary and 

large mass of the original school building.   

 

This application, in Mr. Frens’s opinion, is compatible with and reinforces the design of the 1950s 

portions of the building complex, under Standards 9 and 10.   

The Commission was joined by attorney George Broseman, Lisa Sandler of Temple Adath Israel, 

and architect Sam Olshin of Atkin Olshin Schade. 

 

Mr. Broseman said that the current application is a scaled-back version of a proposal from 2013. 

 

Mr. Olshin described the proposed addition as a more welcoming “front door” to the synagogue. 

The materials and design are meant to complement and not upstage Belluschi’s design. Materials will 

match the original building as closely as possible. When it was pointed out that different renderings 

conflict by showing both glass and brick above the entry doors, Mr. Olshin replied that the final 

material had not yet been decided, but glass is more likely to be used.  

 

A porte-cochere at a current entrance will be removed to avoid confusion about where the “official” 

entrance is. The 2013 scheme called for the removal of the entire lobby area behind this element. 

 

Before leaving the meeting, Mr. Busch commented that the location of the new entrance seems 

appropriate, and the clipped corner of the entry reacts to the sanctuary in a sympathetic way. The 

design will, in his opinion, benefit from the simplification of later additions to the original building. 

He also noted his support for the glazed option for the area above the doors. He regrets the loss of 

the porte-cochere, but understands the reasons for its proposed removal. Mr. Busch then turned the 

meeting over to Ms. Fisher. 

 

Ms. Piltch reiterated the current confusion about entrances, and complimented the proposed design 

solution to that problem, as well as changes to improve accessibility. 

 

Ms. Fisher made a motion to recommend approval of the plan as submitted, with the use of 

materials to match existing where possible, to be reviewed by staff. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Gillespie, the motion carried. 
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Additional Discussion 

 

Mr. Prichard noted that the Historic Preservation Awards will take place on Thursday, October 19. 

Ms. Piltch offered to host a meeting to discuss potential awardees that are past Historical 

Commission applicants. 

 

Mr. Prichard noted two open HC subcommittees: 1007 Smith Drive and 205 East Athens. Meetings 

at both locations are expected to occur soon. 

 

Mr. Prichard congratulated Mr. Lewis for his confirmation by the Board of Commissioners as a full 

member of the Commission. 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, September 25, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. 


