TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

TOWNSHIP PROPERTIES COMMITTEE Wednesday, October 18, 2017
7:25 PM (Approximately)

Chairperson: Tiffany O'Neill
Vice Chairperson: Brian A. Gordon, Rick Churchill

AGENDA

1. CONSIDERATION OF 2 MERION ROAD LAND DONATION FROM SUNOCO
LLC




MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA Township

AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM: CONSIDERATION OF 2 MERION ROAD LAND DONATION FROM SUNOCO, LLC

Consider for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners authorization to accept the donation of a
property at 2 Merion Road, Merion (Tax I.D. Number : 36876002 40-00-36876-00-2), consisting of
approximately 0.524 acres from Sunoco, LLC to Lower Merion Township.

PUBLIC COMMENT

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type

O Issue Briefing - 2 Merion Road Issue Briefing



TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

Township Properties Committee

Issue Briefing

Topic: 2 Merion Road, Merion Property Donation

Prepared By: Robert Duncan, Assistant Manager

Date: October 11, 2017

I. Action To Be Considered By The Board: Consider whether to accept a donation of
the property at 2 Merion Road, Merion from Sunoco, LLC.

I1. Why This Issue Requires Board Consideration: The Board of Commissioner must
authorize the acceptance of a property donation to the Township.

ML Current Policy Or Practice (If Applicable): N/A

Iv. Other Relevant Background Information: In March, 2007 the Township entered

into an agreement of sale with Sunoco, Inc. to purchase the property at 2 Merion
Road, Merion. Settlement was delayed until the environmental remediation was
completed. The agreement of sale required the environmental cleanup to be
completed within a five-year period. The agreement of sale and environmental
covenant also included a use restriction limiting the use of the property to open space
or a recreational purpose and prohibits the installation of any structure unless the
structure is used for recreational purposes. The cleanup was not completed within the
five year time period and the Board of Commissioners decided not to proceed with
the purchase of the property. The Board has since suggested that Sunoco donate the
property to the Township and Sunoco has agreed to this donation.

An agreement to transfer this property to the Township has been prepared by Sunoco
and reviewed by the Township Solicitor. The next step in this process prior to
scheduling a settlement date is for the Board of Commissioners to accept the
donation.

Prior to accepting this donation, we have asked the Parks staff to provide a rough
estimate for both routine annual maintenance work and possible long term CIP
projects that will require funding to bring this property up to acceptable standards.



VI.

Our Parks staff has prepared cost estimates for both routine maintenance and future
CIP projects. A summary of the estimated costs is attached to this issue briefing.

Commissioner Brian Gordon is also working with the neighbors in the area to
establish a “Friends of the Park™ group to assist with park maintenance. It is not clear
yet how much of this work could be performed by this group.

Impact On Township Finances: The Parks Department was asked to develop an
estimate of routine annual maintenance expenses to maintain this park along with
possible long term CIP projects. The list of possible future maintenance costs and
CIP projected expenses is attached. Some of these expenses could be offset,
depending on whether the Friends of the Park group is formed and whether they will
perform any of this work.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff supports accepting this land donation. Staff does relay concern about additional
staff time required to maintain another park but if the neighborhood group can
organize and assist with the maintenance of this property, the additional staff time
devoted to maintenance could be significantly reduced.



2 Merion Road, Merion
525 acres +/-
General & Capital Cost Estimates

General Items:

Annual Lawn Care (breakdown below)
26 visits @ $25/visit
1 Spring Clean Up @ $50/Clean up
2 Fall Clean Ups @ $75/Clean up

Snow Removal

Trash Receptacle (collection is additional cost)
Parks & Rec Rubbermaid 55 Gallon receptacle
Streetscape Receptacle
Big Belly Solar Powered Trash compactor

Perimeter Sidewalk Repairs

Approx. 60 sq. ft @ $15/sq. ft.

Capital Items:

$876.00
$676.00
$ 50.00
$150.00

$180 min per snow event

$75 /ea.
$375 /ea.
$6,500 /ea

$900

The Environmental Covenant has the potential to add costs to any earth work. The following is
included in the Covenant: #5 b - Any soil excavation shall include a site-specific health and
safety plan and a soil excavation and soil management plan.; #7 - speaks to the Compliance

Reporting requirements.

Pavement Removal & Turf Restoration
Asphalt/Concrete removal:
Approx. 820+/- sq. yd. @ $19/sq. yd.

Turf Restoration
Soil Approx. 300 cubic yards @ $35/cubic yard
Turf Grass - Seeded - approx. 1,000 sq. ft. @ $1.00 / sq. ft.

Pathway installation
Approx. 3,000 squ. ft. of concrete pathway @ $15 / sq. ft.

Subtotal

10% Contingency

10% Contractor Costs for Mobilization, Storage & Insurance
Construction Total

$15,580

$27,080
$10,500
$ 1,000

$45,000

$72,080
$ 7,208
$ 7,208
$86,496



Other Potential Capital Expenses:

Lighting
If pedestrian access to public transportation is provided, lighting along the path may be
required. This would be an exception to park hours Dawn to Dusk regulations.

Solar fixtures Approx. $22,000 plus installation
Hard-wired fixtures Approx. $22,000 plus installation of breaker box, conduit and
monthly bill

Water service
If park will include plantings, a water line may be necessary.

Water line installation cost $6,500

Average annual water bill (based on costs at $2,400
Linwood Park)
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