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MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Caucus Room 

7:00 PM – 9:40 PM 

 

EAC Attendees: Joseph Rudek – Vice-Chairperson 

Bruce Bayne, Mike Hays, David Richman, Mitchell Burrack, Sara 

Schuh 

 

Staff:    Andrea Campisi – Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner 

   Chris Leswing – LMT Asst. Director of Building and Planning 

 

Other:   Brian Gordon – LMT Commissioner  

   George Manos – LMT Commissioner 

Carl Watson – Resident 

   Beth Yont - Resident 

   Ryan Spies – Resident  

      

1. Approval of Minutes from January 24, 2016 Meeting 

Delayed - To be sent 

 

2. Zoning – Chris Leswing 

Revision of the LMT Codes – New Zoning Code anticipated in 18 months 

Education to be provided along the way 

DPZ Associates – Miami, FL hired to re-write the Code. Founding group on the 

form-based zoning approach via the Congress of New Urbanism  

Will be a hybrid approach – LMT is unique 

Eleven top notch firms bid on the project  

Forming committees and looking at appointments 

EAC appointee to be invited 

Civic Committees – meeting 3-4 times a year 

New planning concepts 

Euclidean to a Form-based code (from a development based code to a re-development 

and sustainability of built community approach) 

To reduce special exceptions 

Existing code to hold until the new code is adopted 

 

Com. Gordon - How will this rezoning push the sustainability and greening of LMT 

• Zoning code is a piece of that puzzle 

• Comprehensive Plan identified that and the interconnection between 

the recommendations for sustainability 

• Will result in more standards for commercial areas 

 

Item 2: 

Com. Bernheim invited Chris Leswing to attend meeting of civics to discuss 

Montgomery Avenue and how to improve the Penn Valley Business District. 
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• Divided between Narberth and LMT on either side of Montgomery Avenue  

• No business district association exists 

• Tactical urbanism for greening 

• C. Leswing suggested that they come to the EAC for ideas about greening 

• Need a leader to help spur it along 

• J. Rudek suggested EAC form a subcommittee to investigate this 

• S. Schuh willing to lead the effort and pull ideas together for next EAC meeting 

• B. Gordon asked if we have some basis to form a vision for the area or do we 

need the community to get together to form a vision 

• Civic Associations could be instrumental in this effort 

 

3. Survey of Department Heads – EAC 

• Discussed having different Township Department heads attend EAC meetings 

• Standard list of questions for all Department heads must developed 

• What is the department doing to be sustainable etc. 

 

4. 2017 Go for the Green Awards – Ceremony to be held May 9, 2017 

• Go for the Green Award Design Contest – Brief Update 

o Publicized, but no applications yet 

o Emailed Doug Young, Public Information Officer for Lower Merion 

School District and asked him to pick one school and solicit designs 

o Posted on Facebook and LMT webpage 

• EAC Logo Contest – Brief Update  

o Publicized 

o No applications yet 

o Could target art teachers 

• Township Projects 

o Parks and Recreation Department asked if LMT projects could be 

included.  Chair and Co-Chair discussed. 

o Suggestion to have LMT send nominations on an annual basis and 

highlight at the awards ceremony 

o Add to press release 

• Refreshments 

o Andrea to reach out to Moms Organic in Bryn Mawr 

o Trader Joes has been supportive in past with refreshments per Beth 

Yont 

o Budget exists if no donations are made 

• B. Gordon – suggested skipping a year if there are not sufficient 

people/projects to award. Consider some other type of program in the 

alternative 

o Seconded by S. Schuh who suggested that a presentation could take 

the place of awards if not going to be meaningful 

o Discussion of making it more substantive to bring in a larger crowd  

o Beth Y. reviewed what Cheltenham has done. Sustainability Fair 

along with an arts event with demonstrations that was popular 

o Could change to a lecture type event - will raise again at next meeting 

o Possible to have a keynote speaker at the beginning of the Go for 

Green ceremony  
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5. 2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Questions and Action Outlines – Member 

Sections Due February 22 

• Michael Hays and Mitchell Burack – Education and Volunteer Projects 

• David Richman – Energy Conservation and Sustainability 

o Took opportunity to address BOC 

o Met with Ernie McNeely who crafted a greenhouse gas reduction plan 

for West Chester Borough 

o Looking at how we might use existing data and collect additional 

information that can establish baseline and help to set an emission 

reduction target 

o Requested from Ernie the establishment of an office or officer of 

sustainability within LMT to lead issue 

o Also, suggested that the EAC form subcommittee along the same line 

to lead education and actions  

o Former member of the West Chester group was so enthusiastic about 

sustainability (Ms. Herrin) that she formed Practicable Solutions 

Incorporated, a firm that focuses on sustainability 

o Suggested having Ms. Herrin speak at a future EAC meeting  

• Bruce Bayne – Land Use/Building Practices 

• Sara Pevaroff Schuh – Objectionable, Poisonous, and Invasive Species 

• Joe Rudek – Recycling 

• Brian Hoppy – Stormwater Management 

• All – Miscellaneous Environmental Initiatives 

 

Suggestion to have remaining sections completed in the next couple of weeks. 

 

6. Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Consultant Selection Update 

• LMT released an RFP in December 2016 

• Seven proposals reviewed  

• Three consultants were interviewed and a firm will be recommended to the 

Board of Commissioners for a decision at their March meeting.  

 

7. Lower Merion TV – EAC Feature Program Series 

• Winter episode – Recorded and aired – link on website 

• Spring episode – Invasive species outreach in conjunction with the Lower 

Merion Conservancy or Rain Garden/Stream Protection 

o Joe and Mitchell – to be interviewed on March 20th  

o Topics – Invasives, lawn management, pool draining, sustainable 

landscaping  

o Aside – so much to do with invasive – perhaps one month of 

Saturdays to review common invasive, control methods and discuss 

alternatives  

o Mitchell – suggested topic - how will current administration’s efforts 

impact local environmental issues such as the Clean Water Act  

 

8. Articles for Township Newsletter – Ongoing 

• Next deadline – March 20 

o Will be in homes late April - early May 
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• Possible topics  

o Stormwater  

o Rain barrels  

o Conversion of lawn 

 

9. Old Business (Brief Updates)  

• Natural Features Code Amendment – Maintenance Guaranty – A 

Commissioner expressed concern that the proposed ordinance is not 

applicable to single family developments as written and would like to see if it 

can be expanded to do so. Staff working through this request with the LMT 

Solicitor. 

• Public Service Announcements 

o No update 

 

10. Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended 

• No updates 

 

11. Subdivision/Land Development Plans  

6 West Old Gulph Road – Preliminary Open Space Subdivision Plan 

Highlights: 

• Property contains 5+ acres so preservation area required 

• Currently an undeveloped lot 

• Swale incorporated into common driveway  

• Property subject to the Mill Creek Valley Conservation agreement 

• A 50-foot-wide riparian buffer being provided 

 

EAC Recommendations: 

• Revise planting plan to eliminate non-natives 

• Consider relocating plantings on slope of the basin toward toe of slope 

  

6 Lancaster Avenue, Wynnewood, Palmer Apartments – Preliminary Plan 

Highlights: 

• 22-unit apartment building over parking 

• Removing existing parking spaces and holding them in reserve 

• Requested waiver to not meet the stormwater infiltration rate of 96 hours; 

LMT engineer approves because of additional open space to be established  

• Requested waiver to disturb man made steep slopes  

• Requested waiver to not provide landscaping on portions of the property that 

were previously developed 

 

EAC Recommendations: 

• Try to salvage existing plant material  

• Need for additional property maintenance  

 

12. 2016/2017 Calendar of EAC Events  

• NarbEarth Day – Saturday, April 22, 2017 – 12-4 PM  

• Joe R, Mike H. to attend. Mitchell will stop by 

• Lower Merion Conservancy Earth Day Event – Saturday, May 6, 2017 – 10-1PM 
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• Brian Hoppy EAC to participate 

 

13. Assignment to Public Meetings:  

 
Thursday, March 2    Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m.  

Monday, March 6    Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  Mitchell 

Wednesday, March 8   Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, March 15   Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m.  

Thursday, March 16    Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. BB 

Tuesday, March 28  EAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

9:40 PM – Meeting Adjourned 

Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne  


