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MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

Caucus Room 

7:00 PM – 9:35 PM 

 

EAC Attendees: Brian Hoppy – Chairperson (by phone until ~7:40) 

Joseph Rudek – Vice-Chairperson 

Bruce Bayne, Mike Hays, David Richman   

 

Staff:    Andrea Campisi – Lower Merion Township (LMT) Planner 

 

Other:   Brian Gordon – Lower Merion Township Commissioner (7:45 – 8:10) 

Jan Lybrant – Resident – Interested in EAC 

Beth Yount – Resident – Interested in EAC, moved from Cheltenham where she was 

an EAC member. 

Ryan Spies – Resident 

Carl Watson - Resident 

      

1. Approval of Minutes from December 12, 2016 Meeting 

Approved 

 

2. Reorganization 

Chair Person – Brian Hoppy 

Vice-Chair – Joe Rudek 

Secretary – Bruce Bayne 

 

3. 2017 Go for the Green Awards – Ceremony to be held May 9, 2017 

• Go for the Green Award Design Contest – Brief Update 

Description to Doug Young, LMSD Public Information Officer contacted by Andrea 

to coordinate with selected school 

• EAC Logo Contest – Brief Update 

o Tom Walsh, LMT Public Information Officer will post to LMT Facebook Page 

o Open to all schools in the Township 

 

4. 2017-2021 Environmental Action Plan Questions and Action Outlines – Member Sections Due 

February 22 

• Michael Hays and Mitchell Burack – Education and Volunteer Projects 

• David Richman – Energy Conservation and Sustainability 

o Review of approach 

o Sustainability is not an element within Comprehensive Plan but is woven into various 

recommendations 

o Encouraged from Staff to build the module of sustainability that could be added 

o No locus for sustainability coordination and management of a developed 

Sustainability Plan 

o Looked at what has been done – green roofs, geothermal, led lighting-not approved 

o Sustainability Director – be the lead for such an initiative 

o Many initiatives that could be coordinated to improve our community sustainability 
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o Ryan Spies – Corporate energy conservation – sustainability metrics – supporting 

David on this review 

o Suggestion that maybe this could be integrated with the civic associations  

o B. Gordon suggests that we could consider environmental topics that extend beyond 

the Township borders 

• Bruce Bayne – Land Use/Building Practices 

o Review LU objectives and strategies 

o Highlight several points to target 

o B. Gordon asked if EIC has prioritized actions from the Comprehensive Plan 

▪ No – suggests bringing in heads of various departments to find out their ideas 

and share EAC’s priorities 

• Sara Pevaroff Schuh – Objectionable, Poisonous, and Invasive Species 

• Joe Rudek – Recycling 

o Joe Przybyszewski – Township Refuse & Recycling Division Supervisor  

▪ Recycling statistics to be provided 

▪ Commercial and other large buildings have a choice of which two items to 

recycle 

▪ Enforcement triggered by complaints with possibility of Fire Department to 

perform inspections while at properties for other reasons 

▪ Commercial haulers report tonnage to the Township 

▪ New compost machine recently purchased for Gladwyne compost site. Some 

compost brought to site in Belmont 

▪ Do not want bamboo in compost 

▪ Public Works Pipeline – LMTV show – appreciate the recommendation of 

plastic bags 

▪ Review of LMTV shows and some are missing – only current 

▪ $80 ton for paper, pay $92 ton for comingled  

▪ Big problem with people putting comingled in plastic bags 

▪ Recycling of building demolition materials not accepted in LMT and must be 

taken to Philadelphia 

▪ LMT does salvage some recycled material for use by others 

▪ Could also coordinate with Philadelphia Salvage who will come out and 

collect for free 

▪ Refrigerators and freezers are an issue b/c of Freon leakage 

▪ Styrofoam – discussed the use of the facility in North Wales, PA 

▪ Bulk trash weekends – possibility to use a coupon system to allow residents 

to drop off twice a year. 

▪ Transfer center is on the A list of Township to reengineer – looking at that 

now  

• Brian Hoppy – Stormwater Management 

• All – Miscellaneous Environmental Initiatives 

• Andrea C. to reach out to Bob Duncan to feel out the Department heads to contribute  

 

5. Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Request for Proposals 

• Brian Hoppy & Joe Rudek to serve on Proposal Review Committee 

• Have reviewed the responses and narrowed field down to three firms 

 

6. Lower Merion TV – EAC Feature Program Series 

• Winter episode – Recorded and aired 

• Spring episode – Invasive species outreach in conjunction with the Lower Merion 

Conservancy or Rain Garden/Stream Protection 
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o Taping in March timeframe 

 

7. Articles for Township Newsletter – Ongoing 

• Andrea will advise when next article is needed 

• Could put out a request to civics for input 

• Can support more than one article  

 

8. Old Business (Brief Updates)  

• Natural Features Code Amendment – Maintenance Guaranty 

o Reviewed by the Building and Planning Committee  

o Minor revisions suggested and will be reviewed again in February 

• Public Service Announcements 

o Bamboo - Possibly by Sara 

 

9. Opportunity for EAC Members to Report Out on Meetings Attended 

• B. Bayne – Delaware Valley Creek Association Stream Watch benthic macroinvertebrate 

sorting/sampling 

 

10. Subdivision/Land Development Plans  

Lankenau Hospital – 100 Lancaster Avenue – Preliminary Plan 

Highlights: 

• Expansion of Emergency Department  

• Partial waiver to allow some deciduous trees to be planted elsewhere on the site and credit for 

deciduous shrubs to replace evergreen shrubs 

EAC Recommendations: 

• No Comments  

  

Beaumont at Bryn Mawr, 601 N. Ithan Avenue – Preliminary Plan 

Highlights: 

• 42 new parking spaces – mix of newly paved and repainted 

• Does not exceed allotted impervious cover 

EAC Recommendations: 

• Suggest use of porous paving 

• Request clarification on landscape plan 

• Request input on building in floodplain – is anything done to offset that? 

 

104, 108, 114 & 120 W. Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, Tentative Sketch Plan 

Highlights: 

• Within MUST District 

• Mixed use building proposed 

• Retail on first floor and 39 residential units above 

• 59 parking spaces beneath the building 

• Borrowing 75 parking spaces from nearby municipal lots. 

EAC Recommendations: 

• Question the validity of borrowing 75 parking spaces. 

• Stormwater system – Township Engineer requested detail from applicant to reduce 

impervious surface by 20% 

 

11. 2016/2017 Calendar of EAC Events  

• NarbEarth Day – Saturday, April 22, 2017 – 12-4 PM  
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• Joe, Mike, on potential list if B. Hoppy can’t make it 

• February 1 deadline – fill out form / specifics by March 1st 

• Lower Merion Conservancy Earth Day Event – Saturday, May 6, 2017 – 10-1PM 

• Request to run table and talk about rain barrels and compost bins 

• EAC to participate 

 

12. Other Business 

MUST District – How much support is there for this now that it has been on the books for 10 years? 

For developments that cannot meet planting requirements because of build out the developer is being 

given a break by allowing them to simply pay into a fund. They do not have to pay for maintenance 

or labor right now. Something to bring to the EIC to consider changing the zoning.  J.R and B.B 

 

Chris Leswing – suggestion for EAC to work with Narberth Borough to regreen the strip of 

Montgomery Avenue between Old Gulph Road to Meeting House Lane. 

 

13. Assignment to Public Meetings:  

 
Thursday, February 2   Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. J.R 

Monday, February 6   Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, February 8   Building & Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, February 15   Board of Commissioners, 7:30 p.m. M.H 

Thursday, February 16   Land Development Committee, 8:30 a.m. B.B 

Tuesday, February 28  EAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

9:35 PM – Meeting Adjourned 

 

Meeting minutes recorded by: B. Bayne  


