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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes
April 24,2017

Members present:
Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Miriam Camitta, Karen Nagel, Melanie Piltch

Members absent:
Christian Busch, Michael James, Jason Lewis

Staff present:
Greg Prichard, Carol Quigley

Mr. Busch being absent, vice-chair Gerry Fisher brought the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.

Ms. Piltch made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 27 meeting. Seconded by Mr.
Gillespie, the motion carried.

2017-LD-9 : 1400 West Montgomery Avenue - Rosemont College - Class 1

Renovation and addition of Cardinal Hall, which was built in 1955. Cardinal Hall is not a historic
resource, but because it is located in close proximity to the College’s Main Building (“Rathalla”), this
proposal was evaluated for its impact on that Class 1 historic resource. The applicant is also seeking
a waiver for a Historic Resource Impact Study.

The Commission was joined by Ross Weiss, attorney for the applicant, Dr. Sharon Hirsh, Rosemont
College President, Martin Kimmel, architect, Randy Eldridge of Rosemont College, and Ken
Bissinger, civil engineer.

Ms. Nagel gave an overview of the historic resource, which is the stone mansion “Rathalla.” It was
built between 1889-91 for Joseph Sinnott from a design by architects Hazlehurst & Huckel.

Mr. Kimmel gave a presentation about the proposed addition to Cardinal Hall, which is the campus
student center. He described the campus, which has Rathalla at its center surrounded by a series of
mid-20" century academic and residential buildings. Cardinal Hall was built as a cafeteria building
and was modernized internally in 2013. Its currently proposed renovations would include most
student services and banquet hall functions in the same building.

Page 1 of 3



Dr. Hirsh described the current use of Rathalla, and said that it had been renovated completely in
2000-01, which she described as a “true restoration.” In addition to being used for offices, the

mansion is also an event space.

Mr. Weiss gave an explanation of the request to waive the Historic Resource Impact Study,
specifically because the building being altered is not an historic resource. He said that the historical
information about Rathalla included with the application provides the historical background
information that would have been part of the study.

Mr. Kimmel described the need to have a modern “beacon” to enliven the campus. He explained
that the “Alumni Circle” paved area in front of Cardinal Hall would be partially overlapped by the
new addition, transforming it into an indoot/outdoor feature.

Ms. Quigley asked about some of the materials, and the applicant replied that the stone is meant to
match the existing campus architecture, and the cast stone (depicted as a light color in the computer-
generated renderings) also continues a campus trend. Metal panels depicted in the renderings as dark
gray would be metal, possibly copper.

Ms. Piltch said she was in favor of the modern architecture on campus, and said that similar modern
additions have been made at Bryn Mawr College and the Shipley School. The substantial distance
from Rathalla made the impact minimal in her opinion.

Mr. Gillespie called the addition positive given the school’s need to interest younger people.

Ms. Camitta commented on the paneled surround of the central glass area projecting above the main
entrance, saying it resembled a television screen. She suggested that the framing could be minimized.
She said that the addition would draw attention to itself in terms of scale and framing

Responding to a question from Ms. Fisher, Mr. Kimmel said the new portion of Cardinal Hall will
be about 15 feet higher than the existing building. Connelly Hall, between Cardinal and Rathalla, will
still be taller, he said.

Ms. Nagel made a motion to recommend waiving the Historic Resource Impact Study.

Seconded by Mzr. Gillespie, the motion carried.

Ms. Piltch made a motion: as presented, the schematic design of Cardinal Hall is not making
a significant negative impact on the Main Building.

Seconded by Ms. Fisher, the motion carried.
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2017-R-10: 1218 Valley Road, Villanova - Class 2

Proposal for various exterior modifications to the historic residence, including removal of two
columns and balcony railing from a porch, modifying site walls, a new rear addition with fagade
materials to match existing, and replacement-in-kind of a wall on the north elevation.

The Commission was joined by Michele Thackrah of Archer & Buchanan Architecture, representing
the applicant.

Ms. Nagel gave a historical summary of the property. It is a Tudor Revival residence built for
Edward Cadwallader from a design by Baily & Bassett. Records show that there is a datestone on
the house, but what it says is not documented. The home’s earliest appearance in atlases is 1913.

Ms. Quigley complimented the application for its completeness. She said the proposed addition
would be relatively modest compared with the house. In addition to the rear addition, a front-facing
wall between the original home and a later addition would need to be completely rebuilt, replicating
every detail. New windows would have applied lead tape to resemble leaded glass. The rear addition
would be built atop a 1998 addition, and would add interest to what is now a plain, more linear

facade.

Ms. Thackrah noted that the roofing material is concrete tile, and it would be replicated where
necessary. She said the new windows would be non-clad wood, manufactured by Kolbe.

Ms. Piltch made a motion to recommend approval of the submission, dated April 13, 2017.

Seconded by Ms. Fisher, the motion carried.

Additional Discussion

The Commission briefly discussed the future Historic Preservation Awards. Mr. Prichard is
coordinating the awards with both the Historical Commission and the HARB.

The meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner.

Next Meeting: Monday, April 24, 2017, at 4:00 p.m.
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