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Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
March 27, 2017 

              

Members present:  
Christian Busch, Michael James, Karen Nagel, Melanie Piltch 
 
Members absent:  
Gerry Fisher, Bruce Gillespie, Miriam Camitta, Jason Lewis 
 
Staff present:  
Greg Prichard, Dale Frens 

 
Mr. Busch brought the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. 
 
 
2017-R-5 : 742 Argyle Road, Wynnewood – Torah Academy – Class 2 

Proposal includes a two-story addition to the northwest corner of the historic school building, 

replacement of all windows in the school, new lighting, new fencing to surround the property, and 

enclosure of the disused “ceremonial” front entrance (facing Argyle Rd.) with recessed windows. 

The application had been tabled during the February 27 meeting. 

 

Mr. Frens gave a summary of the project. He noted that during the prior meeting, there had been 

consensus from the Commission on the design of the entrance addition, the dumpster enclosure, 

perimeter fencing, exterior lighting, and lettering. What is left is the window design, details of which 

had not been finalized at the time of the last meeting. 

 

The Commission was joined by Head of School Isaac Entin, Building Committee Chair Sara Bleier, 

and architects Jamie Bortz, Michael Kelly and Kurt Kroszner of KCBA. 

 

There had been changes to signage on the proposed addition from last month; the name of the 

school is being changed to “Caskey Torah Academy,” and the lettering is now shown as halo-backlit 

letters painted a dark blue color. There will no longer be any uplighting from the roof canopy. 

 

Mr. James asked to see a photo of the new façade materials against the existing brick; he asked the 

applicant to provide such an image to staff. He also asked about the storefront façade materials and 

manufacturer. The applicant agreed to supply this information to staff. 
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Mr. Kroszner described the new proposed windows: Jeld-Wen aluminum clad wood windows, 

double-hung on street-facing sides (north and east) and fixed units on the two other sides (south and 

west). All windows would be divided with six-over-six fenestration, which was the original 

configuration according to historic documentation.  

 

The Commission had questions about the brickmould surrounding the windows. Mr. Kroszner said 

the brickmould chosen would bring the openings closer to their original size. Mr. Frens and the 

Commission discussed other details regarding how the windows interface with the masonry. Mr. 

Busch recommended a site visit to evaluate these concerns in person. 

 

Mr. Kroszner clarified that the north and east windows would be simulated divided lights, and the 

windows of the other two facades would be exterior muntins only. Mr. Frens mentioned the 

possibility of using a wider muntin to simulate the meeting rail on the two facades with fixed 

windows.  

 

Mr. Busch made a motion: The Historical Commission recommends approval of the 

following:  

1) Exterior fencing as submitted in black. The Commission finds that while the fencing 

is extensive, it does not impact the historic resource in a permanent way.  

2) The stained wood enclosure for trash containers. 

3) The exterior lighting, including both new and original fixtures to remain. 

4) The entrance addition, as submitted, with materials, fenestration and colors as 

previously reviewed, including blue backlit lettering. Staff to review materials and 

details prior to the issuance of building permits. Applicant has agreed to submit a 

cut sheet of the specific storefront system being used, and a photo of the new 

material samples against existing brick.  

5) Jeld-Wen Epic extruded aluminum-clad wood double-hung and fixed windows, as 

submitted, with site review by a subcommittee to determine final perimeter moldings 

and sill accessories. The applicant intends to match fenestration to original historic 

patterns. Also, the subcommittee will determine the final plane within the wall that 

the window will register to, recognizing that the current replacement windows had 

been set in a different position than the originals.  

6) In-fill of the original monumental entrance facing Argyle Road, with recessed 

enclosures and detailing as previously reviewed on February 27. The monumental 

steps will be retained with no alteration.  

 

Seconded by Ms. Piltch, the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Busch, Mr. James, and Ms. Piltch volunteered to serve on the subcommittee. 
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2017-R-6 : 510 Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bala Cynwyd – Bala Cynwyd Middle School – Class 2 

 

Proposal to construct a temporary modular building containing six classrooms. The two listed 

historic resources on the property are the Cynwyd Elementary School (Class 2, built 1915) and the 

Lower Merion Academy (Class 1, built 1813). The entire school property is National Register-listed. 

 

Mr. Frens described the project. He said that because the modular classrooms will be temporary, the 

Commission should focus on 1) alterations to the historic resources resulting from connections to 

the temporary classroom building, and 2) alterations to the landscape, including grading, to place the 

temporary building on site. Mr. Frens found that the temporary building passes on both scores, as it 

does not directly affect the two historic resources on site. He asked the school district to confirm 

that the green area in front of the Academy building is not planned to be altered in the future. He 

called the temporary building acceptable under Standard 10. 

 

The Commission was joined by Jamie Jun, attorney for the applicant, and Pat Guinnane, Director of 

Operations for the Lower Merion School District.  

 

Mr. Guinnane said that the district expected to have work on the middle school completed by the 

end of the summer of 2019, at which time the temporary classrooms would be removed. 

 

Ms. Jun noted that a waiver request was submitted for the Historic Resource Impact Study, and that 

a reserve parking lot of twelve spaces was proposed to be created. 

 

Mr. Busch made a motion to recommend approval of the modular classroom building as 

proposed in the sunken running track area. In addition, the Commission would recommend 

approval of the reserve parking area and the temporary waiver of a Historic Resource 

Impact Study, with the study to be completed when a submission is made for the future 

addition. The Commission further believes that the new construction does not impact the 

historic resources on site, given its temporary duration.  

 

Seconded by Mr. James, the motion carried.  

 
 
2017-IA-8 : 335 Righters Ferry Road, Bala Cynwyd – Miller Bell House – Class 2 

 

Application to add an historic farmhouse to the Township’s Historic Resource Inventory. The house 

is planned to be retained as part of a larger apartment building development. 

 

Mr. Frens gave an overview of the proposal. The application to add the property to the Historic 

Resource Inventory (HRI) was submitted in May, 2015, at which time it was tabled pending access 

to the building interior. A tour of the interior was provided by the property owner to the 
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Commission within the past month. Adding the house and the barn ruins to the HRI was a 

condition of approval imposed by the Board of Commissioners as part of a development plan to 

build apartments elsewhere on the property. 

 

The Commission was joined by Ross Weiss, attorney for the applicant, Rick Sudall of Nolen 

Properties, and landscape architect Chris Garrity.  

 

Mr. Weiss gave an overview of the proposal and the impetus for applying for the HRI amendment. 

He said that Nolen’s intent is to put several hundred thousand dollars into the building and retain it 

for use as a caretaker’s cottage. Even if the home is not placed on the HRI, the owner still intends to 

renovate it.  

 

Mr. Sudall said that the barn ruins would be used as a public gathering space. The barn walls will be 

repointed and stabilized.  

 

Ms. Piltch read the historical summary prepared by Ms. Nagel (who had left the meeting). According 

to historical narratives, the same family had lived in the house since 1847, and a supposed datestone 

(not currently visible) had a date of 1690. If true, Ms. Piltch called this very significant. 

 

Mr. Prichard gave a description of the house based on the site visit. He said the home is relatively 

intact in terms of interior trim and other features, despite a lack of consistent upkeep. He said the 

rear portion, built in the mid-1960s, could possibly be removed without any detrimental impact on 

the historic resource. He said that the barn was shown as intact as of the 2000 survey photo, but is 

now just the stone foundation.  

 

Mr. Sudall described the condition of the residence. He said that the interior walls would be re-

plastered. 

 

Mr. Busch noted that the 2000 survey said that the property would likely qualify for individual 

National Register status, which would qualify it for Class 1 status on the HRI. Mr. Prichard noted 

that since then the barn has mostly been lost and there is large-scale development on the property 

pending. Mr. Frens said that there has been a loss in integrity that would make Class 2 status more 

appropriate. Mr. Weiss asked the Commission to consider the property only for Class 2 designation.  

 

The Commission went through the list of the Township’s criteria for listing on the HRI for Class 2 

status. Three such criteria are necessary for inclusion. The following criteria were found to be 

applicable: 

 

1) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the Township, county, region, commonwealth or nation or is associated 

with the life of a person significant in the past; 
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8) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 

familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or Township; 

9) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; and 

10) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 

Mr. Prichard noted that a proposed landscape plan would place a wall very close to the residence. 

Mr. Garrity presented a section drawing showing that the closest and lowest portion of the wall 

would stand ten feet from the residence. Mr. Weiss asked the Commission to consider the impact of 

this wall on the potential historic resource in order to preclude any additional review by the 

Commission. Mr. Busch noted that there has never been any request to add a resource to the 

inventory and simultaneously given approval to changes. However, in the Commission’s opinion the 

wall did not appear to make a significant impact on the potential historic resource. 

 

Mr. Busch made a motion to recommend entering 335 Righters Ferry Road, known as the 

Miller Bell House, purported to be of an age as early as 1695, to a Class 2 position on the 

Historic Resource Inventory, in accordance with criteria numbers 1, 8, 9, and 10. Further, as 

the Commission has never recommended a property’s inclusion on the Inventory and at the 

same time reviewed changes to that property, the applicant has agreed to return to show the 

proposed changes, but the Commission does find that there is no significant impact for the 

installation of the stepped retaining wall system, consisting of E.P. Henry segmental block, 

to the secondary elevation of the historic resource. Further, the Commission accepts the 

applicant’s offer of re-purposing salvaged stone from another retaining wall on site along 

the base of the proposed block stepped retaining wall. Finally, the Commission 

recommends retention of the barn ruins, as proposed by the applicant, and urges the 

applicant to retain the greatest amount of historic fabric, including existing door lintels and 

openings, and the Commission sees the barn ruin as a portion of the historic property. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Piltch, the motion carried. 

 

 

2017-R-7 : 223 N. Highland Ave., Merion Station – Kohelet Yeshiva High School – Class 2 

 

Modifications to previously approved additions to the Kaplan Wing, an existing modern wing 

attached to the historic resource. The addition would be clad in red and gray brick; it was previously 

shown as stone with a relief panel and a different window arrangement. 

 

Mr. Prichard noted that this applicant had been to the Commission several times in the past year. 

They are appearing again to show modifications to a previously approved addition to the Kaplan 

Wing, which previously utilized a sculpted relief panel and stone façade. The current elevations 

contain only evenly spaced and sized windows with a gray and red brick rather than stone façade.  
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The Commission was joined by Holly Cohen of Kohelet and architect Dan Russoniello of Archer & 

Buchanan. 

 

Mr. Frens gave an overview. In his opinion, while the previous design had better articulation with 

stone cladding that related to the historic resource, the new revision is still appropriate. 

 

Mr. Russoniello explained how a programming change necessitated an alteration to the façade 

material and fenestration. The space in the Kaplan Wing addition had originally been planned to be 

a beit midrash and will now be classroom space.  

 

Mr. James complemented the new design and voiced his preference that the material differ from that 

of the historic resource, which it now does. Mr. Busch said the thinness of the coping on the gray 

brick section seemed uncharacteristic.  

 

The Historical Commission recommends approval of the revised design of the Kaplan Wing, as 

depicted in the March 17 submission. The Commission is open to alternatives to the 

addition’s coping, and approves the slight recesses at window heads and spandrels as 

shown, with façade materials being a mixture of red and gray brick. A record set of drawings 

is to be submitted to staff to match the plan and renderings.  

Seconded by Ms. Piltch, the motion carried. 

 

 

Additional Discussion 

 

The Commission discussed proposed Administrative Review Guidelines that had been drafted by 

Mr. Prichard. Various comments were given on the content of the guidelines. 

 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.  

Meeting minutes recorded by Greg Prichard, Historic Preservation Planner. 

Next Meeting: Monday, April 24, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. 


